
St. Paul’s Epistle 

From the senior warden: 

August 2019 

“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

 

 Our Rector Returns from Sabbatical August 4 

 

Before I turn this space back over to Jim, I want to remind 
everyone that St. Paul’s can always use your help. There 
are, as always, multiple opportunities for service:  for cof-
fee hour hosts, for additional office volunteers to assist 
Mike Hugo during the week, and for some new members 
on the Stewardship Committee.  There’s always plenty to 
do at St. Paul’s. 
 

I want to find out what topics you would like to see cov-
ered in Adult Formation in coming months.  
 

Finally, I want to invite everyone to the last Sabbatical 
Summer Session on July 28 at 10:00.  I will facilitate a 
review of our experiences with Tikkum Olam over the 
past few months – Jim’s sermons, our Lenten programs, 
the prior Sabbatical Summer Sessions, and our joint ser-
vice with San José.  I will ask you to share your thoughts 
on what we’ve learned as a community, how we can apply 
this in the future life of St. Paul’s, and also what topics 
you would like to see covered in Adult Formation in   
coming months. 

~ Curtis Brookshire 

Well, we made it! We welcome our Rector back af-
ter a well-deserved sabbatical. On May 10, before 
setting out on their travel adventures, Jim and Lor-
raine were invested with their Doctors of Ministry at 
Sewanee. As for the rest of sabbatical activities, I’m 
sure we’ll hear more about their travels soon. Mean-
while, here in Smithfield, It’s been a busy time with 
St. Paul’s staff, church volunteers and members of 
your Vestry holding down the fort. My thanks to all 
for keeping everything running smoothly while 
Jim’s been away. We also thank our visiting clergy 
who celebrated during the last three months: Rev. 
David Buck, Rev. Bill Bennett, Rev. Daniel Robayo, 
Rev. Adrienne Koch and especially to Rev. Lauren 
Kilbourn. Lauren covered most Sundays with the 
others covering one each.  
  
On July 7, we welcomed our sister congregation of 
San José to our 11 o’clock service worshiping to-
gether in a joyous bilingual service. Fr. Daniel 
Robayo celebrated and administered the Eucharist to 
87 people, which is pretty good attendance for the 
Sunday of a summer holiday weekend. Music Direc-
tor John Drymon provided hymns and service music 
on piano and organ in English and Spanish. Every-
one enjoyed ice cream, cakes, breads, pastries and 
desserts provided by both congregations. We’ve 
heard several people suggesting we do this again 
sometime soon. Many thanks again to all who made 
this service happen. 
 

We say farewell and offer grateful thanks to Andria 
Merritt, our Nursery Staff caregiver since Fall 2017. 
Andria reluctantly resigned for personal reasons, and 
we will surely miss her. She loves St. Paul’s and our 
children but thinks it is best to streamline her com-
mitments now. Andria is part of the St. Paul’s Fami-
ly, and we invite her and her family to worship with 
us when she is able. Until we can call a replacement, 
we’ll have to cover the nursery entirely with volun-
teers. If you can, please help out.  

 

Monday Night Study Group 

 Resumes September 16 

Mark your September calendar for the 
Monday Night Study Group which       
resumes on September 16. This fall we 
will study the book Jesus: First      
Century Rabbi by Rabbi David Zaslow 

and Joseph A. Lieberman.  

The Rev. John M. Salmon, PhD, Princeton Theological 
Seminary writes, “Rabbi Zaslow has tried to stimulate a 
conversation and build bridges between the two faiths. 
This is a critically important task, and this book makes that 

attempt with broad scholarship and great clarity.” 

    Our first class will meet on September 16 at 7:00 pm.  

The sessions run through early December. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 218 S. Second Street, Smithfield NC  27577 
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Outreach and Justice Committee… and more... 

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
August 2019 

“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

 

  

Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2019 
 

Last Week 7/21/2019                  Year to Date  

Attendance   69             1/1/2019 –7/21/2019  

Pledge Payments        $1940.00     Pl. Payments   $128,366.00 

Weekly Pledge Target $4680.77      Pledge Budget $243,400.00 

The Outreach Committee is continuing its collection of 
aluminum tabs for the Ronald MacDonald house.  

There is a container for them on the Outreach table. 

We always appreciate extra help with our projects. 
Thank you for your support of our committee.    

             ~   Diane Every 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, August 7 at 12 

noon.    

Mission Statement: The Outreach and Social   
Justice Committee of St. Paul’s will identify and 
share with parish members opportunities to serve 
as Christ would serve in our community and 
throughout the world by promoting Christian 

service, programs and projects.   

Thank you for making our projects a success! 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 
meets  four times/year and is led by Diane Every and 
Debby Jenkins.    Contact information:  
 Diane Every   ~    Debby Jenkins  

Our collection for Venezuela was a great suc-
cess.   Fr. Daniel Robayo and his wife Nancy were 
able to take all of our donated items and send to the 
strife-ridden Venezuelan people.  These supplies will 
help to ease the burden of individuals living in such 
uncertain circumstances.   Thanks to all who donated 
these much-needed supplies.   If anyone wants to 
bring additional items, the Outreach Committee will 
make sure that Fr. Daniel receives them. There is a 
green “tote box” next to the Outreach table to hold 

any other donations.  

Harbor House is currently closed as a result of the    
additional flooding from the recent heavy rainstorms 
in the Smithfield area.  We will continue collecting 
items from their wish list and retain them until the 

shelter is open and running again.  

The new school year is just around the corner and it’s 
not too early to ask for your generous donations of 
school supplies and backpacks.   Once again, we will 
fill donated backpacks with the donated school sup-
plies and ensure that they go to children in our area 
who will need these items to help ensure a successful 
school learning experience.    Donated items can be 

placed in the gray bins under the Outreach table. 

The new school year is coming soon! 



Mid-Year Financial Review…  
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The Finance Committee would like to provide an update on our 2019 finances.  We adopted a deficit budget 
for 2019, which means our budgeted expenditures exceed our budgeted revenue.  The deficit is made up by 
taking funds from our savings account.  The original budget deficit was more than $13,000, but due to some 
increased pledges and some prior-year pledges received, the budget deficit was reduced to a little more than 

$8,800. 

We are in the middle of the summer which is typically a slow time for revenue, although our expenses do not 
take a break.  As of June 30, 2019, our pledges are approximately $4,000 less than budget and we expect to be 
$5,000 to $7,500 below budget for July 2019 pledges.  Our unpledged donations have been running greater 
than budget which has helped offset some of our pledge shortfall.  Please keep in mind that despite our short-
fall of revenue, we have kept expenses at or below budget, and therefore no events or activities have been cut 

or cancelled. 

Pledge statements for the first half of the year were mailed out in the last week.  We ask that everyone review 

their pledge status and catch up on their pledge if possible. 

We are in the early stages of our 2020 budget.  As we prepare for 2020, we need not only to fund our 2020  
operations, but we need to restore the approximately $8,800 we are using from savings to fund our 2019 ex-

penditures. 

~ Lindy Faulconer, Treasurer 

 

 

 Each month ECW mem-
bers gather together for fel-
lowship and to discuss 
ways in which we can assist 
those in need in our com-

munities. We invite all women of St. Paul’s to join us. 
Please come and take part as we bring our projects to re-
alization. Your input is important, and new/fresh ideas 

are always welcome. 

 Our next meeting will be held on Saturday, Sept. 21, at 

10:00 a.m. in Lawrence Hall.  

 ~ Pat Hovorka, President 

 

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL  CONTINUES THIS 

SUMMER thanks to the men and women who have           
volunteered to teach.  Summer Children's Chapel    

concludes on September 1.  

Please note: NO Children’s Chapel on July 28. 

       The Brotherhood 

           of St. Andrew      

    The Brotherhood meets the 

first Thursday of each month at 
6:00 pm for dinner, fellowship, 

prayer and study.   

All men of St. Paul’s are welcome to attend a meeting 

and encouraged to join.  

    The Brotherhood will resume meetings on              

September 5. 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 
    Our Lay Eucharistic Visitor Team (LEV) 
stands ready to minister on your behalf should 
you desire communion but find yourself in the 
hospital, a rehab center or unable to leave 
home. Generally, we try to set communion vis-
its once a month, though in critical situations, 

we can schedule visits more often. 

    If you or someone you know would like a 
LEV to visit you on a Sunday, please call Linda 

Beckett at 919-989-7037 to schedule your visit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

July 31  Stewardship, 6:30 pm 

Aug   7  Outreach and Social Justice, 12:00 noon 

Aug 20  Finance, 6:00 pm 

Aug 27  Vestry, 7:00 pm 

 

Sept   5  Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

Sept 21  Episcopal Church Women 

 

August Sunday Schedule 
  8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

12:15 p.m. Coffee Hour  

  (and 8:45 on August 18) 
 

10:00 a.m. Christian Formation Classes and  

         Choir Practice on break until September 
 

Wednesday Choir Rehearsals resume in Fall 

5:15 p.m. Bell Choir  

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir 

 

On July 7, the congregations of St. Paul and San José joined for their first bilingual service.            

Afterward, the two congregations enjoyed an ice cream social in Lawrence Hall.   
Many new friends were made! 


