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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

A God with Skin 
  
    In his book, The Holy Longing, Ronald 
Rolheiser tells us, “God takes on flesh so that 
every home becomes a church, every child 
becomes the Christ-child, and all food and 

drink become a sacrament” (78).  This is Good News, my 
friends.  This is the Good News!  God becomes human flesh 
for us.  Incarnation!  The word “takes its root in the Latin 

word carnus, meaning flesh, physical flesh” (78). 

    Our flesh!  In essence, this makes the incarnation of God 
and ongoing, life-giving, life-changing reality for this world!  
“The incarnation,” concludes Rolheiser, “the incarnation is 
not a thirty-three-year experiment by God in history, a one-

shot, physical incursion into our lives.  The incarnation began 
with Jesus and it has never stopped” (79).  Now that should 
be mind-blowing for all of us!  I mean, the first time I read 
those words they were so far out of my theological box on the 
one hand, because we don’t really talk about incarnation that 
way most of the time; and at the same time it fit like a tailor-
made tux.  We are, after all, the body of Christ, are we not?  
That’s not just some meaningless aphorism.  It is an ontologi-
cal statement about one of the greatest truths humanity has 
ever known.  We are a part of the ongoing incarnation of God 

into a world desperately in need of Good News. 

    By putting on skin – by putting on human flesh – God has 
made our flesh sacred – has made our flesh – this stuff of 
which we are made – God has made our flesh holy.  We are, 
by virtue of the incarnation, sacred and holy people – and this 
world, by God, needs to remember that!  Each of us, our 
communities, the people of this country, the people of all 
countries, need to acknowledge the sacredness – the holiness 
– of all human flesh.  And then we need to start treating one 
another in this world as the sacred and holy flesh which God 
chose to put on for our sakes.  We need to ask how we might 
become God’s skin – because how faithfully we wear that 
skin makes a difference in this world – makes a difference in 

the lives of those around us. 

    “And the Word became flesh and came to live among us.”  
“And Mary gave birth to her first born son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, for there was no 

place for them in the inn.”  Amen. 

 Christmas/Epiphany Coffee Hour Party January 5 

From the Rector: 

   Christmas/Epiphany Coffee Hour:  

January 5 

     

    Mark your calendars now for  a special 
Christmas/Epiphany Coffee Hour Party on 
January 5 following the 11:00 service. The 
Chrismon crew would like to invite every 
body for food and fellowship for all your 
support. We are joining Father Jim in the 
Epiphany coffee hour. He will have his de-

licious homemade cookies, and we will have sausage 

balls, and other goodies. Come join us. 

    Our Glorious Chrismon Tree 
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Outreach and Justice Committee… and more... 

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
January 2020 

“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 

    Thank you to all who participated in our Angel Tree. We 
were able to make 43 local children's Christmas brighter with 
toys and new clothing which will be distributed by the Salva-
tion Army. If anyone still would like to donate to future Sal-
vation Army projects, you may send a financial donation to 
them at their Brightleaf Blvd location. They continually do 

good works throughout the year for our neighbors in need.  

    Please continue to save aluminum pop tops from your bev-
erage cans. These tops are converted into cash for the Ronald 
MacDonald House in Durham. If you have any paperback 
books you no longer want, the committee will see that they 
are taken to the USO at RDU for our travelling service mem-
bers to take as they bide time waiting for their flights. Watch 

for our Lenten projects to be announced.   

~ Diane Every 

Furnace Problems Taken in Stride 

    Some of our coldest temperatures of the season could 
not put a chill on the spirit of the people of St. Paul’s.  
When the furnace for the Nave broke down just a couple 
of days before the Third Sunday of Advent, an intrepid 
group of hearty souls came together on a Saturday after-
noon and transformed Lawrence Hall into a glorious 

worship space (see page 7). 

    Led by our Jr. Warden, space heaters were brought in 
to warm the Nave as we celebrated the life of one of our 
saints, Barbara Petty. With parts for the furnace repair 
delayed, we were still able to hold Advent 4 and Christ-

mas Eve services in the Nave. 

    The new furnace parts arrived on December 27 and 
were installed that day.  The December 29 downtown 
power outage forced us to return to Lawrence Hall, but 
now we have both heat and electricity in all our build-

ings.     

    The December Bake 
Sale really brought in the 
dough!!  Thank you to all 
who stopped in to make a 
purchase or a donation.  

We couldn’t accomplish a success like this without the 
wonderful backing of everyone at St. Paul’s, and for that, 
we are grateful beyond words.  This year’s Bake Sale pro-
ceeds will be going to The Johnston County Animal Pro-
tection League.  I also extend a huge “thank you” to all 
the ladies of ECW that helped make this event possible 
through their donations of homemade goodies.  I truly 

appreciate all of your time and effort. 

    Our January meeting will be a New Year’s Brunch at 
Kay Hewett’s house on Saturday, January 18, 2020, start-
ing at 10:30 a.m.  Ladies, please let Kay know what dish 
you plan to bring.  Kay is also asking that everyone bring 
a non-perishable food item, which will be donated to the 

local food pantry.  Come join in the fun and fellowship! 

    Each month ECW members gather together for fellow-

ship and to discuss ways in which we can assist those in 

need in our communities.  We invite all women of St. 

Paul’s to join us.  Please come and take part as we bring 

our projects to realization.  Your input is important, plus 

new and fresh ideas are always welcome. 

~ Pat Hovorka, President 



News and Notes... 
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2019 
Last Week 12/29/2019                  Year to Date  

Attendance                1/1/2019 –12/29/2019  

Pledge Payments        $2150.00      Pl. Payments   $240,083.00 

Weekly Pledge Target $4680.77      Pledge Budget $243,400.00 

Stewardship Corner 
 

        This January, we share an ongoing 
truth about stewardship from a past 

member of our Stewardship Committee: 

      As a small child, my father and I 
would walk through our pasture and up a 
small hill.  A group of cedar trees grew 

there, some tall, some large and some small. We would 
check the small cedar trees for growth and insect infesta-
tion. We looked at the earth they were growing in and ex-
amined the surrounding undergrowth. We were care-takers 
and stewards of the land. It takes time and effort to care 
for the land. A good Steward takes the necessary time and 
makes the necessary effort, much as we do for church, our 
land and our community. Working together we can feed 
and clothe the needy, and brighten their lives. Let Us all be 

good stewards. 

~ Patsy Gale 

VESTRY STEWARDSHIP  
RESOLUTION 

 

All that we are and all that we have is a gift from God. 
We invite all of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Smith-

field to join us in our commitment to: 

    Reflect prayerfully on our  giving as individuals and 

as a community; 

    Respond in love and in the power  of the Holy Spir it 
with our money and our lives to the abundance that God 

has given to us; 

    Strive together to achieve the tithe as our  minimum 

standard of giving; and     

Celebrate dur ing the coming year  the abundance in 
our lives by joyfully offering to God more of what we 

have and who we are.       

         ~ The Vestry and Rector of St. Paul’s                      

(Endorsed December 17,  2019) 

December Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for December: 

♦ Elected Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan to be Sr. Warden, 
John Branch to continue as Jr. Warden, Lindy 
Faulconer to continue as Treasurer, and Anita Carter 

as Vestry Clerk. 

♦ We received the Treasurer’s report through the end 
of  November. Pledges were down significantly for 
the month and for the year. Vestry expressed the 
hope that this difference would be made up in De-
cember. Unpledged giving was up for the month and 
significantly up for the year. Expenses were at or 

below budget.  

♦ Voted to approve the proposed balanced Ministry 
Funding Budget for 2020 at $298,950.00 (posted on 

the bulletin board outside Lawrence Hall). 

♦ Voted to move $1,264.48 from savings to the Emer-
gency Reserve Fund to maintain two months of oper-

ating funds in reserve. 

♦ Voted to give a bonus to the Office Manager in 
thanksgiving for his extra workload during the sab-

batical period. 

♦ Affirmed the Vestry Stewardship Statement for 2020 

(see page 2). 

♦ Approved Vestry Meeting Norms. 

♦ Agreed to move the February Vestry Meeting up one 
week to February18 to avoid conflict with the annual 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. 

♦ Approved the necessary expenditures to repair the 
heating system for the Nave and to rent three com-
mercial heaters to be used in the Church during the 
funeral service for Barbara Petty on December 20 
and to have in reserve for the December 22 service if 
needed. Cost for the repair will be paid for out of the 

Emergency Repair Fund. 

♦ Reviewed updated Building Use Guidelines for rental 
of campus facilities. Edits will be made and a final 

document will be presented at the January meeting. 

♦ Received word from the Jr. Warden that replacement 
of the outside kitchen door and the outside light by 

the door will be made after the first of the year. 

♦ We are continuing to explore repairs to the outside 
door to the Music Director’s Office and the place-
ment of a moveable ramp to allow access to the Nave 

via the cloister outside the Church Office entrance. 
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News and Notes... 

Adult Christian Formation 

 

    During the month of Janu-
ary, Eric Jackson will lead a 
four-week study of Die-
trich Bonhoeffer's work in 
the United States in the early 
1930s. The class will look at 
the world of Bonhoeffer in 
Germany, his studies in the 
inner city of New York, his 
understanding of communi-
ty, and his application in the 
Germany of the 1930s. The 
final session will be a reflec-
tion on incorporating and 

engaging our communities.  There will be handouts and an 

article available in each class.  

Anglican Rosaries for Visitor Bags 
Youth Class Learns About Prayer 

     

    During the season of Advent, our Youth Class was hard 
at work creating Anglican Rosaries that will be placed in 
our Visitor gift bags. Linda Armstrong, Nancy Gibbs, and 
Suefan Johnson worked with the class to teach about the 
use of Anglican Rosaries as well as their construction. 

Class members Sarah and Mary Tolksdorf are below. 

Vestry Members Class of 2022 

Left to right: Pat Hovorka, Sheila Stafford,  

Theressa Rose 

Episcopal Church 101 for Adults 
Coming in January 

     
    The Rector will offer Episcopal Church 101 beginning 
January 5 for those who wish to prepare for Confirmation 
or simply learn more about the Episcopal Church. The 
class will meet at 10:00 Sunday mornings in January and 
February in the Blandy Parlor.  
    Confirmation preparation for Youth age 12 and up will 
take place during September through October. We will 
also work to schedule a time for adults who miss the Janu-
ary/February classes.       

Newly Elected/Reelected Officers 

    At our December 17 Vestry meeting, the Vestry of St. 
Paul’s elected Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan to be our new Sr. 
Warden, replacing Curtis Brookshire who rotated off 
Vestry. The Vestry re-elected John Branch to serve as 
Jr. Warden and Lindy Faulconer to serve another term 
as Treasurer. Anita Carter was elected to serve as Vestry 
Clerk. This is Anita’s first experience with an Episcopal 
Vestry. Congratulations to our new and ongoing          

Officers of the Vestry. 

    Youth Sunday School Help 

    During January and February, Fr. Jim will teach 
Episcopal Church 101 for adults at 10:00 am on Sun-

days.      

    We are looking for one or more adults who would 
be willing to lead the youth class during this time. 

Please let Fr. Jim know if you’re interested. 
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Winter Weather Guidelines 

    As we move into the heart of winter, we would like to 
share our Winter Weather Guidelines with you. Normal-
ly the Church Office will be closed if Johnston County 
and Smithfield schools are closed (unless main roads are 
open and safe). We try not to cancel Sunday Services, 
but we will do so if roads are treacherous, and local au-
thorities ask everyone except vital personnel and emer-

gency services to stay off the roads.  

    We will do our best to list closings on WRAL TV as 
well as ABC 11 TV. We will send out a blast email if 
possible as well as place a notice in the upcoming events 
section of the Home Page on our website. We will also 
update the Church Facebook page as well as the Rector’s 

Facebook page. 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

      

    Thank you to everyone who 
purchased Christmas Trees, 
wreaths, and greenery this year. 
Thanks to Sonny and Debbie 
Howard who once again braved 
the mountain roads to deliver our 
greenery safely in time for distri-
bution. And finally, thank you to 

everyone who helped unload, sort, load, and deliver 
greenery in the midst of what at times felt like monsoon 

rains. 

    Several of the Brothers sported NC Christmas tree 
socks on the day the trees were delivered. Jim Melnyk 
and Mike Weathers are pictured showing off their fes-

tive accessories. See page 6 for more photos. 

    We are planning a second annual Chili Cook-Off for 
Sunday, February 2, 2020. Start tweaking your recipes 
now to see if you can beat last year’s champion, Nancy 
Gibbs.  Watch for news on this event and see who will 

win the honor of best chili at St. Paul’s. 

         The Brotherhood meets the first Thursday of 
each month at 6:00 
pm for dinner, fellow-
ship, prayer, and study.  
All men and older male 
teens are welcome to 
attend a meeting and 
encouraged to join. Our 

next dinner meeting is 
January 2. Chef David 
Jenkins’ menu will be 
spaghetti and garden 
salad, with dessert from 
Mike and Sherrill 

Weathers.        

 

 

Updating Our Prayer List 

    Over the past year, the length of our prayer list has 
been part of an ongoing conversation. We do not have a 
good handle on who some of the folks on the list are or 
whether or not they need to continue on the list or are 

actually ready to come off the list. 

    The Vestry has devised a plan that will allow us to 
restart the list and help us keep up with it. Anyone who 
desires to remain on the prayer list will certainly stay on 
it. During the seasons of Advent and Christmas. we have 

a prayer list sign-up sheet in the back of the church.  

    We ask that you list the names of those you personally 
know would like to remain on the list, add your name as 
a contact person, and let us know a length of time for 
them to be on the list (e.g. one week, two weeks, a 
month, or longer). We will, from time-to-time, have an 
Office Volunteer contact you to see if the person you 

have listed needs to be renewed on the list. 

    Please help us update our prayer list. As always, any 
weekly additions or deletions can be handled through the 

church office. 



Page 6  

Christmas Tree Sale 2019... 

 

    Christmas Trees, wreaths, and garlands galore! Many thanks to Joshua and Jacob 
Buck, Anna Jane Gibbs, and the many spouses who helped the Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
with the annual Christmas Tree Greenery Pickup on Thanksgiving Weekend! The weather on 
December 1 was frightful, but the hearts and souls of all who made this day a success were 

delightful. 

    This event is one of several sponsored by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew to help raise funds 

for outreach in the community as well as inreach to the people and ministry of St. Paul’s. 



Advent and Christmas 2019... 
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Advent at St. Paul’s—simple beauty brought to us 

by our Altar Guild 

Furnace out? No problem! Glorious worship in 

Lawrence Hall. 

Pre-5:00 service with Padre  

Samuel Borbón from San José 

Pre-11:00 service 

10:30 Choral Music 

Gloria! 
Censing the altar at the 11:00 service 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Upcoming Dates to Remember 

Jan 01   New Year’s Day, Office Closed 

Jan 02 Brotherhood, 6:00 pm 

Jan 05 Connections (Young Adults), 4:00 pm, at the                     

 Kashtocks’ home 

Jan 08 Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 am  

Jan 15 Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 am 

Jan 18 ECW, 10:00 am 

Jan 20 MLK, Jr. Day, Office Closed 

Jan 21 Finance, 6:00 pm 

Jan 22 Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 am 

Jan 24-26  Vestry Retreat, Trinity Center                          

       Salter Path, NC 

Jan 25 Daughters of the King, 11:00 am 

Jan 28 Vestry, 7:00 pm 

Jan 29 Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 am 

Sunday Schedule 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

10:00 a.m. Christian Formation for all ages 

10:00 a.m. Choir Practice 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

12:15 p.m. Coffee Hour  

  (and 8:45 on January 19) 
 

Wednesday Choir Rehearsals 

5:15 p.m. Bell Choir 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir 

Vestry Liaisons for 2020 

Each year the Vestry takes time at the December meeting to set the coming year’s Vestry Liaisons. Vestry mem-

bers are there to support the various committees of the church and to assist in communication between the com-

mittees and the Vestry. 

 

♦ Finance:  Theressa Rose 

♦ Kitchen Guild:  Pat Hovorka 

♦ Outreach and Social Justice:  Oliver  Tolksdorf 

♦ Stewardship:  Theressa Rose 

♦ Christian Formation: Lance Armstrong 

♦ DOK:  Sheila Stafford 

♦ ECW:  Pat Hovorka 

♦ Adult Choir/Bells:  Joyce Kilpatr ick-Jordan 

♦ Altar Guild:  Linda Beckett 

 

♦ Brotherhood:  John Branch 

♦ Buildings & Grounds:  John Branch  

          and Tom Stevens 

♦ Special Events:  Linda Beckett 

♦ Communications:  Lance Armstrong 

♦ Connections:  Joyce Kilpatr ick-Jordan 

 

Sr. Warden:  Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 

Jr. Warden: John Branch 

Treasurer:  Lindy Faulconer 

Clerk:   Anita Carter 


