
St. Paul’s Epistle 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 218 S. Second Street, Smithfield NC  27577 

From the Senior Warden: 

June 2019 

“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

We’ve made it through the first month of our Rector’s sab-
batical! On May 10, Jim and Lorraine graduated from the 
University of the South and were invested with their Doctors 
of Ministry. Your Senior Warden was present to witness the 
event. Our hearty congratulations to our new Reverend Doc-
tors. Our prayers and best wishes to both of them as they 
travel and explore through the end of July.  (See photos and 
Fr. Jim’s “Reflections” on page 2) 
 

What’s your passion? How can you translate that passion into 
action at St. Paul’s? We’re going to try and find out soon. 
Starting on June 16th during the adult formation (Sunday 
School) hour, Vestry members will facilitate some hopefully 
fun things to help us discover our passions and talents. Join 
us starting at 10 a.m. Sundays between June 16 and July 28.  
 

We’re going to have a chance to get to know our neighbors, 
practice tikkum olam and the Diocesan challenge of Blessed 
Community all at once. Every Sunday we pray for our sister 
congregation La Iglesia de San José, which meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Some time ago, I spoke with Fr. Jim and Fr.  
Daniel Robayo, who leads San José twice a month, about  
doing something together.  A number of San José members 
joined us for the Ash Wednesday evening service. With Fr. 
Daniel’s celebrating here next month, I saw an opportunity.  
With Fr. Jim and the Vestry’s concurrence, we extended an 
invitation to San José to join us for a bilingual service with  

 The Rev. Bill Bennett Joins Us for The Feast of Pentecost on June 9 

The Feast of  PentecostThe Feast of  PentecostThe Feast of  PentecostThe Feast of  Pentecost    

June 9June 9June 9June 9    

Wear Red!Wear Red!Wear Red!Wear Red! 

 Following the 11:00 service, the ECW will  

host a feast of hot dogs, hamburgers and 

salads to help celebrate Pentecost and kick off  

the summer season.  

with Fr. Daniel at 11:00 on July 7 - and San José has 
accepted. We’ll follow the service with a Parish picnic. 
Further details about the service will be provided next 
month.  Please make plans to come and enjoy. 
 

There’s an old saying that “many hands make light 
work,” and many hands have been hard at work in 
May. We welcomed the Rev. Lauren Kilbourn and the 
Rev. David Buck to celebrate the Eucharist. We also 
met a big challenge as we conducted a memorial ser-
vice for a young man who grew up at St. Paul’s. His 
Eagle Scout project is behind Lawrence Hall, where he 
organized the construction of the housing for our grill 
and trash cans. According to his mother, Gayle 
McCracken, Harrison Tuttle felt called back to St. 
Paul’s, and he worshipped here on May 5. He departed 
this life 10 days later. Many St. Paulians stepped up 
and assisted the family with the service and reception. 
The Rev. Lauren Kilbourn conducted a moving service, 
which concluded at the Labyrinth.  We counted an 175 
of attendance, which stretched our capacity to its limit. 
I thank again all who assisted.  It is at times like these 
when the St. Paul’s Family is at its most welcoming.  

...Curtis Brookshire 

 



Celebrating Graduation! 

The Reverend Doctors Lorraine Ljunggren and Jim Melnyk received their degrees in All Saints’ Chapel in    

Sewanee, Tennessee on May 10. Both received the degree of Doctor of Ministry in Preaching.  

Jim’s dissertation is titled “Embracing a Hermeneutic of Tikkun Olam.”  Lorraine’s dissertation is titled “The 

Pitch of a Woman's Voice: Paradigms in Preaching and Power.” 

Fr. Jim receives his diploma  

from the Vice-Chancellor 

Rev. Lorraine receives her diploma  

from the Vice-Chancellor 
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Reflections from the Rector...Reflections from the Rector...Reflections from the Rector...Reflections from the Rector...    

 

 Greetings from sabbatical. May has been a refreshing time away, combining family reunions and graduation. 

 Early on, we had the opportunity to visit with two of my three siblings. It was my first visit with brother Bob 
in five years! Bob and his wife now live outside Asheville.  Our visit with them also gave me the chance to visit The 
Cathedral of All Souls for Sunday worship. The Cathedral, where I served on staff for over seven years, is located in 
Biltmore Village. It is a great place to worship for anyone vacationing in the area. It was wonderful seeing former 

parishioners and spending some social time with the Dean and his wife later in the day. 

 Our time in Sewanee was much more relaxing than the previous four summer class sessions! We stayed in 
the Hermitage on the grounds of St. Mary’s Convent (think “tiny house” with a rustic flare). We spent several      
evenings visiting with my brother Will and his wife. Will converted to Judaism in December 2018, so we had the 
opportunity to share Sabbath dinner with them on graduation day. We also spent some time visiting with the Dean of 
the School of Theology. During our graduation rehearsal, the head of the Advance Degree Program told us, “Your 
Advisors told me that you both defended your projects brilliantly.” We have to admit that hearing his comments 

made us feel good. 

 Graduation Day was fun. Imagine my absolute surprise to see our Sr. Warden, Curtis Brookshire, sitting in 
an aisle seat as Lorraine and I processed in side-by-side! What a joy! We were able to break bread together before    
Curtis headed out for the long ride home. It was both a joyful and humbling experience to walk across the top of the 
Nave to receive my diploma, shake the hands of the Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor, and receive my Doctor of   
Ministry Hood.  I am deeply thankful for all the encouragement you, the people of St. Paul’s, offered over the past 

five years. 

 During the month of June, Lorraine and I will head to Alaska. Although Lorraine has lived there twice as an 
adult, I have never had the opportunity to travel there.  We are looking forward to experiencing the wonder of crea-
tion in all the majesty of Alaska, as well as having a chance to visit a couple of the oldest churches in North Ameri-

ca. Pictures will follow. 

 You continue in our prayers during this time away. I look forward to hearing about everyone’s experiences 

of exploring tikkun olam this summer. 

                                                          ~ God’s peace, Jim+ 

Celebrating Graduation! 

Jim and Lorraine in the procession Senior Warden Curtis Brookshire   

surprises Jim 
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Committees, Groups … and more... 

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
June 2019 

“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080  
Debby Jenkins 
 

Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2019 
 

Last Week 5/26/19                  Year to Date  

Attendance       74           1/1/2019 –5/31/2019  

Pledge Payments        $6935.00     Pl. Payments   $  92,858.00 

Weekly Pledge Target $4680.77      Pledge Budget $243,400.00 

Connections (Young Adults)  
     

 Young adults at St. Paul’s (single or 
married, with or without youngsters) 
are invited to become a part of this fun 
group.  We gather to build community 

and enjoy one another’s company. 

    If you are interested in participating 
in our Young Adult group, including being added to the 
group email list, please contact Galen Kashtock for more 

information about Connections.  

Outreach has begun collecting needed items for the people of 
Venezuela.   We are joining forces with Fr. Daniel Robayo 
and his wife, Nancy, to send packages to this grief-stricken 
country.  On the Outreach table in the hallway right outside 
Lawrence Hall are lists describing the items that are greatly 
needed.  There are “totes” placed by the table for collecting 
the donated items.  Fr. Robayo will collect these items and 
box them for the long journey.  He has several secure destina-
tions to which he can send them for safe delivery to where 
they are greatly needed.  Please help us help our neighbors 

who are in such great need.  Thank you. 

 

On June 23, the committee will host the coffee hour follow-
ing the 11 am service.   There will be note cards available to 
write a "thank you" and/or a message of appreciation to the 
members of our Armed Forces.  These service men and  
women always love knowing they are remembered and that 
their service is appreciated.  We will gather these notes and 
send them to the Durham Veterans’ Administration hospital 
so those who are hospitalized can know they have not been 
forgotten.   Please join us in sending some love and hope to 

these deserving men and women.          ~ Thank you, Diane    

Please continue to save those aluminum pop-tabs! 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, August 7 at 12 noon. 

 

The ECW met on 
Saturday, May 18, 
with 10 members in 
attendance.  Final 
plans were         

discussed for the lunch fundraiser on the Day of Pente-
cost, Sunday, June 9, after the 11:00 service.  The menu 
will include hot dogs and hamburgers with all the fixins 
(including cheese, onions, and chili), cole slaw, deviled 
eggs, chips, lemonade, and for dessert – cake. A sign-up 
sheet is posted on the bulletin board next to Lawrence 
Hall.  Please let us know how many hot dogs and/or ham-
burgers you would like so we can be sure to cook 
enough.  Cost is $5.00 per person, with a maximum of 
$15.00 per family.  Proceeds will benefit the My Kid’s 

Club in Selma.  We hope to see everyone there! 

Each month, ECW members gather together for fellow-

ship and to discuss ways in which we can assist those in 

need in our communities. We invite all women of St. 

Paul’s to join us. Please come and take part as we bring 

our projects to realization. Your input is important, and 

new/fresh ideas are always welcome. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, June 8 at 

10:00 a.m. in Lawrence Hall. 

~ Pat Hovorka, President 



News and Notes... 
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May Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for May: 

♦ We received the Treasurer’s report through April 29.  
Pledged and unpledged donations were up for both the 
month and the year. Expenses were in line for the year 

or below budget. 

♦ Election of Diocesan Convention delegates and alter-

nates is coming up.   

♦ A committee was formed to review the Policy on Use 

of Church Facility Space. 

♦ The rectory is currently without a tenant. 

♦ The Memorial Garden has been cleaned and new 

mulch has been applied. 

♦ The next Vestry meeting is June 25. 

 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew     

    The Brotherhood meets the 
first Thursday of each month at 
6:00 pm for dinner, fellowship, 
prayer, and study.  All men are 
welcome to attend a meeting and 

encouraged to join.  

    Our next meeting is June 6 at 

6:00 pm.  

Please let John Branch know if you plan to attend so we 

can plan the menu accordingly. 

The Brotherhood will take a summer break in July-August 

and resume meetings on September 5. 

 

Christian Formation  

for Primary and Intermediate Grades, 

Teens and Children's Chapel 

 

We have had a great year for the Youth Christian For-
mation.  We appreciate all of the hard work and dedica-
tion of the teachers this year.  The last day for Sunday 
School for this year is June 9.  Stay tuned for starting up 

again in the fall.   

CHILDREN'S CHAPEL WILL BE OFFERED THIS 
SUMMER thanks to men and women who have volun-
teered to teach this summer.  Summer Children's Chapel 
will begin June 16 and the last Children's Chapel of the 
summer will be September 1.  Please be aware that there 

will be NO CHILDREN'S CHAPEL on July 28.      

Teachers this year have been Fr. Jim Melnyk, Nancy 
Gibbs, Jane Hawk, Suefan Johnson, Debbie Buck, Me-
gan Shaner, Meg Scovil, Betty O'Brien, Dick Hawk, and 
Sharon Waugh.   THANKS TO ALL OF THE         

WONDERFUL TEACHERS.                     ~Jane Hawk 

Adult Christian Formation 

 The Adult Christian Formation Committee, chaired by 
Sr. Warden Curtis Brookshire, has been hard at work 
planning for the winter/spring semester.  There have 
been and are some incredible offerings planned by our 
own folks. In addition, the Vestry has been hard at work 
creating Sunday-morning offerings beginning June 16 
and running through July. Our summer offerings will 
focus on practicing tikkun olam. Take a look at what’s 

next! 

 

June 9 (Pentecost)  Er ic Jackson (TBD) 

June 16—July 28  The Vestry will be coordinating an 
ongoing Intergenerational series about Practicing Tikkun 

Olam in our lives and in the life of our parish. 
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News and Notes... 

Sabbatical Team 

Lay Pastoral Care Team: Lance Armstrong (June 
and July), Linda Armstrong (June and July), Linda   
Beckett, Karen Coleman, Kay Hewitt, Greg Petty, Rhon-
da Smith, and Sheila Stafford. Kay Hewitt will serve as 

team leader. 

Clergy Pastoral Care Team: The Rev. Lauren       
Kilbourn, The Rev. Daniel Robayo, The Rev. Franklyn 

Colebrooke Sr., and The Rev. Canon Cathy Deats.  

Newsletter Editors: Linda and Lance Armstrong are 
our editors of the June, July, and August newsletters. 
They need participating ministries to submit full articles 
that they can edit, rather than take on writing articles 
themselves. Please submit articles to Linda and Lance   

by the 18th of each month. 

The Daughters of the King, Mary Magdalen 
Chapter, invite you to participate in 
a Summer Solstice Labyrinth Walk          
and Mandala Rock Painting on Fr iday,      
June 21 from 12:00 noon to 2:00 pm at       
our outdoor picnic table and Labyrinth at          
St. Paul's. Free rocks from Michael’s Crafts 

and glow-in-the-dark paint provided. Bring your own lunch. 

For information, contact Cindy Brookshire 919-202-5990. 

Sabbatical On Call Schedule 

Date  Vestry   LPCT 

June 02          Lance Armstrong  Lance & Linda 

     Armstrong 

June 09          Curtis Brookshire  Kay Hewitt 

June 16          Linda Beckett  Linda Beckett 

June 23          Oliver Tolksdorf  Kay Hewitt 

June 30          Nancy Gibbs  Sheila Stafford 

July 07          Mike Weathers  Rhonda Smith 

July 14          Lance Armstrong  Lance & Linda 

     Armstrong 

July 21          Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan Kay Hewitt 

July 28          Tom Stevens  Sheila Stafford  

Summer Solstice Labyrinth Walk 

Friday, June 21 - 12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 



News and Notes... 
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Sabbatical Summer Sessions 

 

A sabbatical is a time of rest, reflection, and revival to prepare us for renewed efforts in our lives.  As Fr. Jim enjoys his period 
of recharging, we have an opportunity to do the same at St. Paul’s.  Your Vestry will conduct a series of Sunday-morning pro-
grams to help us identify areas of interest we are passionate about, tasks we may be gifted at performing and new opportunities 
to practice Tikkun Olam in our lives and the life of our parish.  The sessions are intended to be intergenerational.  Participants 

in our Youth Christian Formation classes and programs are invited to attend. 

During the period from June 16 through July 28, different Vestry members will facilitate a series of presentations designed to 
help us consider our relationships with one another, with our community, and with the larger world, as well as ways that we can 

more fully participate and utilize the gifts that God has given us.  Sessions already planned include the following: 

 June 16:  Time, Talents, and Treasure 

 June 23:  Spiritual Gifts Overview 

 June 30:  The Web of Life 

 July 07:  Joint Service with Iglesia de San José and ice cream social 

 July 14:  Ways to Study and Interpret The Bible 

Each session will be a standalone program running from 10:00 to about 10:45.  You can participate in any one of them 

without committing to attending all of them.  The Vestry invites everyone to attend these sessions to enlarge and energize the 

spiritual life of St. Paul’s.    

...Lance Armstrong 

 

 

 

 Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

    Our Lay Eucharistic Visitor Team (LEV) 
stands ready to minister on your behalf 
should you desire communion but find  
yourself in the hospital, a rehab center, or 
unable to leave home. Generally, we try to 
set communion visits once a month, though 
in critical situations, we can schedule visits 

more often. 

    If you or someone you know would like a 
LEV to visit you on a Sunday, please call 
Linda Beckett at 919-989-7037 to schedule 

your visit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

Jun 04 Kitchen Guild, 10:30 am 

Jun 06 Brotherhood of St. Andrew, 6:00 pm 

Jun 08 ECW, 10:00 am  

Jun 09 ECW Pentecost Lunch 

Jun 18 Finance, 6:00 pm 

Jun 21  Labyrinth Walk, 12:00 noon -2:00 pm 

Jun 25 Vestry, 7:00 pm 

Youth Sunday School on Summer Break after June 9 

Intergenerational Education Programs  

Begin June 16  

 

June Sunday Schedule 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

10:00 a.m. Christian Formation for all ages 

10:00 a.m. Choir Practice (June 9 only) 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Children’s Chapel 

12:15 p.m. Coffee Hour (and 8:45 on June 16) 
 

                                                        

                                         

      

    The Reverend Doctors Lorraine Ljunggren and Jim Melnyk  


