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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

    Our Lenten Journey:  

Practicing Tikkun Olam 

       According to Rabbi Elliott Dorff, the 
“ultimate goal in tikkun olam is…a world 
at peace. That…does not mean just a ces-
sation of hostilities. It also means a world 
in which we have the blessings of…

prosperity, health, procedural and substantive justice, 
recognition of Israel’s God and of Torah values as au-
thoritative, and peace.” One only need look at Jesus’ 
blueprint for the kingdom of heaven as put forward in 
both the Sermon on the Mount (considering especially 
the Beatitudes) and the Sermon on the Plain 
(considering especially the Blessings and the Woes) to 
see how his kingdom imagery and the long unfolding 
concept of tikkun olam relate. One can certainly find 
both calls to action and promises of peace and whole-

ness throughout the life and ministry of Jesus. 

    Perhaps one place to begin the work of tikkun olam is 
by eschewing any endorsement of the dominion man-
date and by working for peace in our own lives, in our 
churches and communities, and in the wider world. 
Peace, as it is understood in terms of tikkun olam, 
means much more than the absence of conflict, or, in 
this instance, the desire and action of exhibiting domin-
ion over others and over the created order. Peace, or 
shalom, is meant to imply health, wholeness, integrity 

and holiness. 

    The theology behind both tikkun olam and the king-
dom of God proclaimed by Jesus is about repairing the 
whole of creation from the inside out. It is about seeing 
the world around us from a relational point of view, 
calling us to conversion, and thereby calling us to trans-

formation. 

    Our Lenten journey is precisely a call to embrace 
both the kingdom of God and the concept of tikkun 
olam, identifying the brokenness and need in our own 
hearts and in the heart of the world, and then taking   

action. 

Blessings on the journey, Jim+ 

 Shrove Tuesday March 5 and Ash Wednesday Services March 6 

Ash Wednesday Services  

March 6 

    Ash Wednesday is the “day 
of atonement, fasting, and 
penitence that marks the be-
ginning of Lent.  The name 
Ash Wednesday derives from 
the traditional rite in which 
the celebrant makes the sign 
of the cross in ashes on the 
foreheads of worshipers. The 
practice has its roots in the 
Hebrew Bible, where sack-
cloth and ashes are a sign of mourning and repent-
ance…. The ashes themselves often come from the 
burning of palms from the previous Palm Sunday” (A 

Dictionary for Episcopalians, John N. Wall). 

    This year we will bury our Alleluias after the Pan-
cake Supper on Shrove Tuesday (March 5) and then 

have a burning of the Palms. 

    Ash Wednesday Services will be on March 6.  Our 
12:00 Noon service is a community-wide Eucharist.  
Our guest preacher at noon will be The Rev. Daniel 
Robayo, our Diocesan Missioner for Hispanic and Lati-
no Ministries and part of the clergy team for San José 

Episcopal Mission.  Our second Eucharist is at 7:00 pm. 

    Bishop Sam Rodman to Visit 

    Please mark your calendar for 
Sunday, March 31 and Bishop 
Sam Rodman’s first official visita-
tion to St. Paul’s (the Bishop gave 
our Stewardship Keynote address 
in 2017). He will teach at 10:00 
a.m. and preach at the 11:00 ser-
vice. The bishop will also cele-
brate the sacraments of Confirma-

tion and Holy Eucharist. 

    The Brotherhood of St. Andrew will host a Chili 
Cook-Off following the 11:00 service. Come and 

meet Bishop Sam and enjoy a wonderful chili lunch! 
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Outreach and Justice Committee… and more... 

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
March 2019 

“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080, diane.every@gmail.com  
Debby Jenkins: djenkins2615@nc.rr.com 

We always appreciate extra help with our projects. 

        At our February meeting, the Outreach and Social Jus-
tice Committee voted to send $700.00 to the new nonprofit 
My Kid's Club, which is taking the place of the Boys and 
Girls Club of Selma and will expand programs and outreach 
into Smithfield.  The new club will apply for a Golden Leaf 
Foundation grant to replace the Club's building by Hurricane 
Matthew in 2016.  St. Paul’s own Leo Daughtry is one of the 
organizing partners. For now, the Club will continue to oper-

ate at Selma Elementary School.  

    Outreach will make a financial donation to support the Sel-
ma and Smithfield Habitat for Humanity Builds as well as 
provide the lunches for one of the build days in March. Please 
continue to save aluminum can tabs, paperback books and 
children's books for our on-going donations to various organi-

zations. We welcome new participation and ideas. 

Hats Galore!  
 

    Through St. Paul’s Outreach and Social Justice Com-
mittee, you have supported the mission of providing 
warm hats and gloves to some Johnston County school 
children. The Outreach and Social Justice Committee and 
individual church members have made direct donations to 
this effort. In addition, Mike Hugo has helped immensely 
by providing bags of free yarn from a friend. The best 
description of this caring effort is beautifully described 

below by the project coordinator, MarJean Telke: 

    Hats Galore is a grassroots effort to provide the school 
children of Johnston County with warm hats and gloves 
for the winter.  It started very casually in the winter of 
2016 when 50 hats were donated to two schools.  The 
hats had been made for a new business venture that never 
got off the ground and were sitting in boxes, not being 
used.  It came to my attention that recess at the schools 
was cancelled on cold days because some children did 
not have warm enough clothing.  Rather than single them 
out, everyone was kept inside. I contacted the Superinten-
dent’s office for approval to start a program to provide 

hats and gloves - with coats being a future project.   

    The program has been successful and grown to 410 
hats and gloves being distributed this year.  We have ex-
panded the project to include adults.  We are currently 
working with the school system and two other groups to 
distribute the hats and gloves.  The hats are mostly hand-
made by a group from Fit for Life Senior Yoga Class, 
Johnston County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers 
and a group at Harrison Center for Active Aging. The 
hats are a variety of patterns and colors so that everyone 
receives a different hat.  The master gardeners, personal 
donations and your church have generously given money 
to buy gloves, and members have donated yarn.  One 
skein of yarn allows us to make four hats.  We are look-
ing forward to another year of giving back to our commu-
nity.  We are trying to figure out a way we can add gently 
used coats to this project.  If you would like to join this 
project, contact MarJean Telke (mtelke@gmail.com,   

651-295-8810). 

    Hats Galore purchased 177 pairs of gloves with St. 
Paul’s latest donation. Thanks to all of you for your gen-

erosity! 

Sunday Servers Needed 

    We can use additional help on Sunday mornings in 

several areas. Our greatest need is for Ushers and 

Counters.  If you are interested in any aspects of    

serving on Sunday mornings, please speak with our 

Verger, Billie Stevens. 
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2019 
 

Last Week 2/24/19                  Year to Date  

Attendance   109            1/1/2019 –2/27/2019  

Pledge Payments        $8550.00     Pl. Payments   $  41,050.00 

Weekly Pledge Target $4615.38      Pledge Budget $240,000.00 

February Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for February: 

♦ We received the Treasurer’s report through January 
31.  Pledge receipts were on target for the month and 
unpledged donations were ahead of budget. Total in-
come for the month was ahead of budget and expenses 

were on target. 

♦ We have received slightly over $1,600.00 in prior-year 
pledges and an additional $3,400.00 in new and in-

creased pledges for 2019. 

♦ The Vestry voted to add the prior-year pledges and 
new/increased pledges to the 2019 Ministry Funding 
Budget, which cuts our dependence on savings by ap-
proximately $5,000.00 for the year. That difference 

will go back into savings. 

♦ The Rector will work from home February 28, March 
4, 5, and 7 while revising his thesis for his Doctor of 

Ministry degree. 

♦ Approved the 2018 Parochial Report and submitted it 

on time. 

♦ Set March 9 for the Vestry to receive training on using 

our new defibrillator. 

♦ Reviewed progress on the bathrooms, kitchen, and 

office/classroom doors (see articles). 

♦ We are continuing to explore the best means for offer-

ing online giving via credit card or bank draft. 

♦ We are continuing to explore the option of a moveable 
ramp to the outside door of the Music Office to allow 

protected access to services on rainy days. 

♦ At a prior gathering, the Vestry approved for San José 
to move the altar in Lawrence Hall to the Baroody 

Room for use in the Nave on Sunday afternoons. 

Connections (Young Adults)  
     

    Connections gathered on February 
2 at the Egglestons’ home for fellow-

ship and fun.      

    Young adults at St. Paul’s (single 
or married, with or without young-
sters) are invited to become a part of 
this fun group.  We gather to build 

community and enjoy one another’s company. 

    If you are interested in participating in our Young Adult 
group, please contact Galen Kashtock for more information 

about Connections. gkashtock@gmail.com 

Medication Disposal System 

    We have been given a number of Medication Disposal 
System packets available to anyone as needed. These 
packets use Molecular Absorption Technology to make it 
easy to dispose of unneeded or out-of-date medications. 
Each packet, which comes with simple instructions, can be 
used for up to 45 pills or six patches. Please contact the 

Church Office if you need any packets. 
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News and Notes... 

Adult Christian Formation 

    The Adult Christian Formation Committee chaired by 
Sr. Warden Curtis Brookshire has been hard at work 
planning for the winter/spring semester.  There have 
been and are some incredible offerings planned by our 
own folks, as well as Dr. Stephen Jurovics, who spoke 
on creation care, and Bishop Sam Rodman, who will 
meet with confirmands and anyone else interested on the 

day of his visitation. Take a look at what’s next! 

March 3 and following – Linda Armstrong begins a 
seven-part series exploring the "I AM" statements of Je-
sus found in the Gospel according to John. The series 
will run through April 7, taking a break on March 31 for 
the Bishop’s visitation. 
 

March 31 – Bishop Sam Rodman’s visit  
 

April 7 – Linda Armstrong concludes her class on the   
“I Am” statements. 
 

April 14 (Palm Sunday) – Eric Jackson (TBD) 
 

April 21 (Easter  Day) – Curtis Brookshire begins a six-

week series on Handel’s Messiah, through May 26. 
 

June 2 – Eric Jackson (TBD) 
 

June 9 (Pentecost) – Eric Jackson (TBD) 

ECW Souper Sunday Success! 

     

    Our Souper Sunday 
on February 17 was a 
great success. We raised 

$700.00! 

    A huge “thank you” goes out to all those who helped 
make this event possible.  We especially thank the 
Brotherhood for its assistance. And, to everyone… 
whether you made one of the delicious soups or desserts, 
assisted with the setup or clean-up, or attended the 
lunch, your support is the reason events like these are 

such a success. See pictures on Page 7. 

    Our next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 16, 
2019, at 10:00 a.m. in Lawrence Hall.  (New permanent 
meeting time.)  Please come and take part as we consider 
other projects for the year.  Your input is important, and 
new/fresh ideas are always welcome.  We invite all 

women of St. Paul’s to join us. 

 

~ Pat Hovorka, President 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

      The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
met on February 7 and enjoyed a spa-
ghetti dinner prepared by David Jen-
kins and enjoyed by 20 attendees. 
We are excited to see the Brother-

hood growing at St. Paul’s. 

    During the business portion of the meeting, the 
Brotherhood voted to grant $2,000.00 to the newly-

formed My Kid’s Club. This organization’s goal is to 
fill the void left when the Boys and Girls Club in Sel-
ma disbanded. The hope is to open regional sites 
around Johnston County. Hear more about My Kid’s 
Club during our Wednesday Evening Lenten Pro-

gram. 

    Our next meeting will be on March 7 beginning 
with dinner at 6:00 p.m. and the meeting to follow. 
Please contact the Brotherhood Chef, John Branch, if 
you can come, so we will know how many to serve.  
John can be reached at 919-631-2661 or 

johnb99513@aol.com. 

    The Brotherhood will host a Chili Cook-Off on 

March 31 in honor of Bishop Sam’s visitation. 

Lex Mathews Scholarships 

    The Lex Mathews Scholarship Fund, sponsored by the 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) and the Diocese of 
North Carolina, has funds available for women who are 
23 years of age or older seeking specialized training in 
vocational or technical skills, a degree or certification 
below the master’s level in a college or university, or 

continuing education courses for upgrading job skills.   

    Applications are available through the Parish Office or 
online at www.ecw-nc.org.  Depending on the amount of 
funds available, a recipient will be awarded $500.00 or 
up to $2,000.00 for one academic year.  Deadline for 

applications is March 15, 2019.  

    St. Paul’s members have benefitted from this scholar-
ship in the past. The Lex Mathews Scholarship Fund is 
funded by interest from an investment account and dona-

tions from individuals, churches and ECW branches. 
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Wednesdays in Lent:  

Dinner and Program 

     

    The season of Lent 
marks a time of sol-
emn preparation for 
Easter.  It is a time of 
prayer, penance, and 
contemplation.  It is 
also a time to examine 
our lives and our 
place in God’s crea-
tion.  In keeping with 
the concept of practic-

ing tikkun olam – repairing the world – our Lenten pro-
grams will provide opportunities to better understand 
the needs in our community and how we might partici-

pate in meeting those needs. 

    Each Wednesday in Lent we will gather in Lawrence 
Hall to share a meal beginning at 6:00.  The program 
will begin at 6:30 with speakers from two local service 
organizations identifying needs in our area, how their 
organizations address those needs, and how we can 
help.  There will be a question and answer time after 
the presentations, and each program will wrap up by 
7:30. There is no charge for the dinners, however a love 
offering will be accepted to help defray the cost of the 
meals.  Any additional gifts will go to the Outreach and 
Social Justice Committee for use in the community. 
Our goal is at least a 50-50 split between reimburse-

ments and Outreach. 

    Rabbi Raachel Jurovics will open the Lenten series 
with a presentation on the Jewish concept of tikkun 
olam on Wednesday, March 13.  Organizations invited 
to speak at the following programs include Habitat for 
Humanity, Serve the Need, Harbor House, Smithfield 
Rescue Mission, Animal Protection League, Clemmons 
State Forest, My Kid’s Club and Johnston Community 

and Senior Services. 

    Childcare will be provided along with a study hall 
for older youth.  Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulle-
tin board in Lawrence Hall showing the menu for each 
session and the organizations scheduled to speak.  The 
programs will begin Wednesday, March 13 and con-
clude on Wednesday, April 10.  Please take the time to 
sign up so we can ensure there will be plenty of food 

for all. 

    See Page 6 for menus and speakers. 

Recovery Sunday at St. Paul’s 

    In 1979, the General Convention of the Episcopal 
Church created the Recovery Ministries of the Episcopal 
Church as an independent, nationwide network of Episco-
pal laity and clergy, dioceses and parishes, schools, agen-
cies, and other institutions - all with a common commit-
ment to address the effects of addiction, in all its forms, in 
relation to the church's mission.  The 2009 General Con-
vention passed a resolution encouraging every congrega-
tion in The Episcopal Church to hold an annual Recovery 

Sunday to raise awareness of recovery issues. 

    The Episcopal Church has a long history of addressing 
addiction and recovery going back to 1935, when Fr. Sam 
Shoemaker at Calvary Episcopal Church in New York City 
worked with one of the founders of Alcoholics Anony-
mous to set the spiritual foundation for the 12 Step recov-

ery program. 

    Today we face an opioid epidemic that has been de-
clared a public health emergency by the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services.  HHS statistics from 2017 
show that an average of 130 people die every day from 
opioid-related overdoses.  Between seven and 10 percent 
of the U.S. population struggle with drugs and alcohol af-
fecting not only themselves but also their families, work-

places, and communities. 

    On March 24th at both services, St. Paul’s will celebrate 
a special Eucharist incorporating the 12 Steps of recovery 
showing the close connection between our faith and a spir-
itual path to recovering from addiction.  This is a problem 
deeply affecting our own community, and this service will 
show how the church is in a unique position to support a 

spiritual solution. 

Daylight Saving Time  

Begins Sunday March 10 
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Bathroom Renovations 

    Pardon our dust—
new, lovely bathrooms 
are on the way! The last 
two weeks of February 
and the first two weeks 
of March are offering 
us some interesting 
challenges as we move 

through the hall bathroom renova-
tions. Different use options are in 
place each day depending on our 
workers’ daily schedule. When 
we don’t have large groups using 
the campus, we are usually down 
to one shared bathroom (see photo 
above). When we have larger 
groups present, our work crew has 
been able to make two rooms 
available despite not being com-

pleted. 

   The dust, sawing, drilling, ham-
mering, and room shuffling will all be worth the wait, 

even if the work creates challenges. 

    The three bathrooms are getting 
complete facelifts, including new, 
smooth, and repainted walls; new tile 
flooring; new vanities and lights; 
new stalls; handicap rails; diaper 
changing stations in all three rooms; 
and new chair-height commodes. Our 
goal is to make the 
rooms comfortable 

and inviting. 

    We ask for your 
continued patience 
as we continue to 
update our campus 

to be more user-friendly and welcoming 
for members and visitors alike. We can-

not wait to see the final results. 

    As an added bonus, the bathroom 
renovation, like the kitchen work and 
the office-and-classroom-door renovation, are all being 
done through capital gifts to St. Paul’s outside our annu-
al Ministry Funding Budget! For those wonderful gifts 

by caring souls, we give great thanksgiving! 

Wednesday Lenten Menus  

and Speakers 
March 13 

Speaker:  

♦ Rabbi Raachel Jurovics speaking on tikkun olam 

Menu: Baked chicken, gr illed leg of lamb, Aunt 
Fanny’s squash casserole, green bean casserole, roasted 
potatoes with butter and rosemary, yeast rolls, and apple 

cobbler with vanilla ice cream.  

March 20 

Speakers:  

♦ Royal Williams, Serve the Need 

♦ TBA 

Menu: Baked Ziti, tossed salad, gar lic bread, and   

banana pudding. 

March 27 

Speakers:  

♦ Suefan Johnson, Harbor House 

♦ Ben Olsen, Smithfield Rescue Mission 

Menu: stuffed pork loin wrapped in bacon, baked ap-
ples, spinach and artichoke casserole, corn pudding, yeast 

rolls, and cookies 

April 3 

Speakers: 

♦ Kevin Pittman, Clemmens Educational State Forest 

♦ Jennifer Nourie, Johnston County Animal Protection 

League 

Menu: Meatloaf (no peppers); mashed potatoes and 
gravy; green beans cooked with country ham; sliced 
squash, onion, tomato, bacon and cheese casserole; cres-

cent rolls, brownies and cookies. 

April 10 

Speakers:  

♦ Neal Davis, Johnston Community and Senior        

Services 

♦ Mamie Moore, My Kid’s Club 

Menu: Chili (winning recipe from the March 31 Chili 
Cook Off), Taco Soup, grilled cheese sandwiches, cake 

with ice cream. 
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      Shrove Tuesday Pancakes 

March 5 - 6:00 PM 

    Mark your calendars now for 
our Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper hosted by The Brother-
hood of St. Andrew on Tuesday, 
March 5 at 6:00 p.m. This is a 
great opportunity to bring friends 
and neighbors for fellowship, 

food and fun. 

    Please see the sign-up sheet in 

Lawrence Hall to help us get a count for the grand event. 

    Curtis Brookshire will lead the Third Annual Pancake 
Race in the courtyard. We will color the Alleluia Banner 
and once again lay our alleluias to rest for the season of 

Lent. 

    Shrove Tuesday is followed the next day by Ash 

Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. 

    Door Renovations 

    There has been a lot of work around our buildings in 
2018-2019. The kitchen renovation is complete, and the 
bathroom renovations are ongoing (see page 6). During 
the last week of February and early March we will 
begin a door renovation, adding glass panels to our 
classroom and office doors, in order to meet Safe 

Church standards. 

    The exciting thing is that all three major renovations 
have come about through special gifts outside our an-

nual budget - and some from outside St. Paul’s itself! 

Lenten Noonday Preaching  

at First Presbyterian 

     
    The whole community is invited to participate in the 
Smithfield Area Lenten Programs each Wednesday at 
Noon during Lent. 
 

March 13: The Rev. Beth Burton-Williams 

  (from First Christian Church) 

March 20: The Rev. Joe Hester 

  (from First Presbyterian) 

March 27: Mystery Preacher  

  (TBD) 

April 3: The Rev. Megan Matthews 

  (from Centenary United Methodist) 

April 10: Mystery Preacher 

  (TBD) 

April 17:  The Rev. Jim Melnyk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: ECW Souper Sunday in full swing (photo by 

Bob Weathers) 

Below: Mike Hugo, Rhonda Smith, Allison and Julia 

Elsee share some post-lunch conversation (photo by 

Dick Hawk) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Upcoming Dates to Remember 

Mar 05  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 6:00 pm 

Mar 06  Bible Study, (Every Wednesday at 10:00 am)  

Mar 06  Ash Wednesday Services, 12 Noon & 7 pm 

Mar 13 Noonday preaching at First Presbyterian 

Mar 13 Wednesday Dinner & Program, 6:00 pm 

Mar 16 ECW, 10:00 am (new meeting time) 

Mar 19  Finance, 6:00 pm 

Mar 20 Noonday preaching at First Presbyterian 

Mar 20 Wednesday Dinner & Program, 6:00 pm 

Mar 23 Daughters of the King, 11:00 am 

Mar 24 Recovery Sunday, Special Eucharist 

Mar 26 Vestry, 7:00 pm 

Mar 27 Noonday preaching at First Presbyterian 

Mar 27 Wednesday Dinner & Program, 6:00 pm 

Mar 31 Bishop’s Visitation & Confirmation 

Sunday Schedule 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

10:00 a.m. Christian Formation for all ages 

10:00 a.m. Choir Practice 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

12:15 p.m. Coffee Hour  

  (and 8:45 on March 17) 
 

Wednesday Choir Rehearsals 

5:15 p.m. Bell Choir 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir   

    Lenten Quiet Day-2019 

The Society of the Companions of the Holy Cross, 
a vowed non-residential community of Episcopal 
women who strive to live a life of simplicity and 
prayer, invite you to attend a Lenten Quiet Day on 
Saturday, March 16, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
at St. Matthew’s Church in Hillsborough.  The 
topic, “Together ...Let us glorify the Lord” will 
include three meditations based upon “A Song of 
Creation,” Canticle 12 (Page 88 in The Book of 
Common Prayer): 
 

    I.    The Cosmic Order 
    II.   The Earth and its Creatures 
    III.  The People of God 

 

The facilitator will be The Rev. Canon Jean Par-

ker Vail, retired priest associate of St. Matthew’s 

and former chaplain of the Society. Continental 

breakfast and warm lunch included. Suggested 

donation: $10.00.  Please R.S.V.P. to           

shfisher46@outlook.com by 3/11/19. 

Spring Equinox Labyrinth Walk 

   Over the past year, St. Paul’s has hosted seasonal 
contemplative Labyrinth Walks coinciding with the 
changing of the seasons. These walks are open to the 

public.  

    This year the Spring 

Equinox takes place on 

March 30 at 5:58 p.m. This 

event marks the astronomi-

cal first day of Spring in 

the Northern Hemisphere. 

While Christians mark Easter Day, the commemora-

tion of Christ’s resurrection, as our primary celebra-

tion of new life, many peoples throughout history also 

have marked the Spring Equinox as a celebration of 

new life. 

    Join us at our labyrinth at 5:45 p.m. on March 20 as 

we mark this celestial event. 

    The labyrinth is open to the public daily and listed 

on the World-Wide Labyrinth Locator at 

http://labyrinthlocator.com.  


