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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

     Thanksgiving 

    As the Rector of the church blessed to be 
a part of the community of faith called St. 
Paul’s, I give thanks for the body of Christ 
gathered in this place, and for the many bless-
ings and ministries carried out by this com-

munity in the name of Jesus the Christ.  This November I 

give thanks (in no particular order) for 

• our Wardens, Vestry, Clerk and Treasurer as stewards of 
our buildings, our ministry funding, and our life together, and 

especially for their leadership during my sabbatical. 

• our Altar Guild and their loving care of sacred things and 

prepare our sacred space for worship each Sunday. 

• our Choir, Bell Choir, and our Music Director, John, who 
raise their instruments and voices in joyful praise and lead us 

in song, reminding us that those who sing pray twice. 

• those who care for our buildings and grounds and for all 

the improvements made over the past year and a half 

• our ushers and greeters, who make this a place of wel-

come for all who sojourn and all who look for a home 

• those who call and visit those who are ill or home-bound 
– for Lay Eucharistic Visitors, and those who are called to the 
ministry of healing prayer, and those called to healing voca-

tions in the world 

• our Lectors and Intercessors, who are stewards of Word 

and Prayer 

• our acolytes, children, youth and adults, and our Eucha-

ristic Ministers who share in the stewardship of our worship 

• our Verger and all who help organize worship on Sunday 

mornings 

• the care and love offered to so many outside the doors of 
St. Paul’s through our Outreach programs – through the out-
pouring of our financial gifts as well as the ways in which the 
people of St. Paul’s show themselves to be the heart and 

hands of Christ 

 

(Continued on page 6)   

 Christmas Tree/Greenery Orders Due by November 4 

From the Rector: 

   St. Paul’s Annual Meeting Dec. 8 

Covered Dish Lunch and Meeting 

     

    Mark your calendars now for  our  
Annual Meeting and covered-dish lunch 
on Sunday, December 8 at 12:15 pm.  
This important meeting gives us a chance 
to hear about life and ministry at St. 
Paul’s, give thanks for off-going Vestry 
members, and elect three new Vestry 

representatives. 

    To vote and/or hold office in Par ish Elections, a 
person must be an enrolled, confirmed, adult communi-
cant in good standing in the Episcopal Church (i.e., 
one who is regular in attendance, and who works, 
prays, and gives for the spread of God’s kingdom).  
Nominees are expected to be pledging members of 

the parish.  One must consent to her  or  his nomina-
tion and must also consent to be governed by the Con-
stitution and Canons of the Church as are or may be 
adopted by the General Convention, and by the Con-
vention of the Diocese of North Carolina.  Newly elect-
ed members are expected to commit to regular monthly 
meetings (usually the fourth Tuesday of each month), 
and the annual Vestry Retreat (January 24-26, 2020 at 

Trinity Center, Salter Path, NC). 

    Nominations for this year’s Vestry slate will be 
received beginning Sunday, November 3 for a two- 

week period ending at 1:00 on Sunday, November 

17.  Members who desire to submit nominations for 
election to the Vestry shall transmit the nomination on 
the official form addressed to the Elections Committee 

at the Parish Office (see form on the last page). 

   Additional forms will be available in the Church Nar-
thex beginning Sunday, November 3.  They also will be 
available from the Church Office or in or just outside 

Lawrence Hall.   

    Candidates will be featured in the December issue of 
The St. Paul’s Epistle.  In order to be included in the 
December issue, biographical sketches and digital 

photos of the nominees must also be in the office no 

later than 1:00 pm on November 21.  While bio-
graphical sketches may be handwritten or printed, elec-

tronic files are preferred due to the newsletter deadline. 
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Outreach and Justice Committee… and more... 

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
November 2019 
“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 

    Ongoing Work in Outreach 

    As the Holidays grow closer and seem to come faster and 
faster, the Outreach and Social Justice Committee will steer 
your thoughts toward Christmas and all the busy-ness of the 
season. Soon, we will set up our "Angel Tree" in Lawrence 
Hall. The Salvation Army provides us with names of local 
children who can use our help to make their Christmas mem-
orable. Each angel will have a child's name, age and a wish 
list. This list will state the child's clothing sizes to help us 
pick an appropriate gift. It will also state a toy or two that the 

child might ask Santa for. 

    The items are suggestions of gifts for the child you pick, 
not that you have to buy any or all of these items, just sugges-
tions for you to consider. Households can also join together to 
fill an angel request. We will place angels on the Tree as soon 
as we get the names from the Salvation Army office. In the 

past, this has proved to be a very successful and fun project.  

    We continue to collect snack items for the "My Kid's Club" 
in Selma.  There is a list of snack suggestions on the Outreach 
table in the hallway and a green tote bin for your snack dona-

tions.  

    We will also support a new Habitat Faith Build, beginning 

January 2020 in Kenly. 

    Thank you all for your support of our projects. Our next 
meeting will be Wednesday, November 6 at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Primary Sunday School room. Your suggestions for future 

projects are always welcome. 

Chime Choir Back In Action 

Preparing for Christmas 

    After a summer break, the St. Paul’s Chime Choir re-
sumed practice this past month. We can’t wait to hear 
them once again on Sunday mornings under the able tute-
lage of Music Director John Drymon (not pictured). 
Choir members from left to right: Patsy Respess, Sharon 
Waugh, Jane Hawk, Mike Weathers (taking the picture), 
Allison Elsee, Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan, Anna Jane Gibbs, 
Sherrill Weathers, Nancy Gibbs and Bill Jordan.  If 
you’d like to know more about this music ministry, 

please see one of the members or Director John Drymon. 

Labyrinth Spaces Available  

    One of the greatest gifts we 
can give to our loved ones is 
taking the time to make final 
plans for ourselves in the event 
of our eventual death. It is a 
good thing to have an up-to-

date will on hand and advanced 
directives in the event of illness 
or injury. Fr. Jim can assist in 
making advanced plans for the 
burial liturgy. Once again, our 
Labyrinth Memorial Committee 
would like to remind you that 
spaces around the labyrinth are 
available for purchase as part of 
your advanced planning. Please 

see Fr. Jim or a member of the Committee if you would 

like to discuss purchasing a space around the labyrinth. 
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2019 
 

Last Week 10/27/19                  Year to Date  

Attendance 100               1/1/2019 –10/27/2019  

Pledge Payments        $4620.00     Pl. Payments   $198,587.50 

Weekly Pledge Target $4680.77      Pledge Budget $243,400.00 

Stewardship Corner 

 

    Fall is the time of the harvest, 
when we gather in all of our pro-
duce. Fall is also a time of anticipa-
tion of the upcoming holiday sea-
son. This is a time when we inven-
tory and decide how we will utilize 

our harvest. 

    I have been blessed to be a part 
of the St. Paul’s Family for 15 years. St. Paul’s has been 
for me a refuge, a place for healing and growth.  I have 
been blessed to share my harvest with this community 

and have received so much in return. 

The welcoming I got has grown into friendships that are 

very dear to me. 

    I have been able to share my time and talents with the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew, the Stewardship Committee, 
and by teaching in the Adult Education Class. I have 
been asked to join our wonderful choir [to those who 

have asked me I am thinking about it]. 

    Please consider what you will share of your harvest to 
St. Paul’s. Your gift of treasure, time or talent will help 
the St. Paul’s Community, Johnston County, our North 
Carolina Diocese, The Episcopal Church and the World-

wide Anglican Communion. 

    There is a hymn that says: “Fields are ripe and harvest 
waiting who will come and work today …. Will you an-
swer that call today?” (Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling 

by Daniel March, paraphrased) 

    The Lord’s Peace to you,  

    Eric Jackson, Stewardship Committee 

Colla Voce Concert Rocks! 

Students Have a Blast Singing at St. Paul’s 

 

    On October 12, at 7 p.m., St. Paul’s was filled with the 
voices of angels, and heavenly music filled the air. Colla 
Voce, the High School Chorus my daughter sings in, was 
here to give a fundraising concert. If you haven’t heard, 
(and I can’t imagine how you haven’t!) they are one of 
four school choirs in the US to be invited to The London 
International Choral Festival over Christmas Break. 
There was a LOT of behind-the-scenes work that went on 
to ensure a smooth go for everyone. Thanks to Curtis 
Brookshire for spearheading the whole thing and picking 
up loose details left and right. Thanks also to Mike 
Weathers and Bill Jordan and crew for removing most of 
the Chancel and then putting it all back after the concert. 
Thanks to the Ushers and all the people who helped out 
with the Reception. Thanks to the Brotherhood and the 
ECW for their generous donations to Colla Voce. Thanks 
to everyone who came and donated! We raised close to 
$3,000 between what was put in the hats that night and 
the other donations that came after the fact! 

 

With Gratitude, 

John Drymon 

Photo by Curtis Brookshire 
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News and Notes... 

Adult Christian Formation 

 

November 3: Cur tis Brookshire concludes his class on 
the pre-Patriarchs chapters of Genesis. 

 

November 10 through December 

22: Greg and Barbara Petty will lead 
a guided Study of the Book of Ro-
mans. Barbara and Greg will use the 
textbook Conversations with Scrip-
ture: Romans, by Episcopal priest 

Jay Sidebotham. 

    Concerning Sidebotham’s work, 
Deidre Good, Professor of New Tes-

tament at General Seminary in New York, writes: “For Jay 
Sidebotham, ‘holy eavesdropping’ on Paul’s letter to the 
Romans allows contemporary Christians to hear Paul’s 
convictions about God’s faithfulness, call, and our re-
sponse and transformation into new obedient lives in 
Christ. I commend this careful study, especially the 
thoughtful questions and discussion prompts at the end of 

each chapter.” 

    Although the deadline for ordering discounted copies of 
Sidebotham’s book has passed, both new and used copies 
of the book can be ordered through Amazon or other 

booksellers. 

 

 

 

 

Our October 20 Souper Sunday was a SUPER success, 
raising over $600.00! We are so grateful to all who 
helped make this event possible.  A BIG “thank you” 
goes out to the many hands that assisted with making the 
Brunswick Stew.  We also thank everyone who contrib-
uted their time and talent by either providing a delicious 
soup or dessert or by helping with the set-up and clean-

up.  Most importantly, we thank the people of St. Paul’s 
who attended the lunch or made a donation.  It is 
through your support that events such as these are such a 

wonderful success! 

    Please note the change in schedule for our next 
meeting on Saturday, November 23, at 10:00 a.m. in 

Lawrence Hall.  Our focus for the meeting will be 

finalizing plans for our December 22 Christmas Bake 

Sale.   

    Each month ECW members gather together for fel-

lowship and to discuss ways in which we can assist those 

in need in our communities.  We invite all women of St. 

Paul’s to join us.  Please come and take part as we bring 

our projects to realization.  Your input is important, and 

new/fresh ideas are always welcome. 

~ Pat Hovorka, President 

Connections (Young Adults)  
     

    Young adults at St. Paul’s 
(single or married, with or without 
youngsters) are invited to become a 
part of this fun group which has 
been on temporary hiatus. We gath-
er to build community and enjoy 

one another’s company. 

    If you are interested in participating in our Young 
Adult group, including being added to the group email 
list, please contact Galen Kashtock for more infor-

mation about Connections.  
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Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

Christmas Trees & Wreaths 

    We are down to the last couple of 
days to place our orders for Christ-

mas Trees, wreaths, and greenery. 

    We need your orders by Mon-
day, November 4 so our  supplier  
can tag and hold trees for us. Orders 
will be ready for pick-up on Sunday 

afternoon, December 1. Again, please have your order in 
by November 4 so we can give Cardinal Tree Farm 

time to set aside the Premium trees we need. 

    The Brothers also request 
that you accompany your or-
der with a check since we 
have to pay our supplier 

ahead of time. 

    The Brotherhood meets 
the first Thursday of each 

month at 6:00 pm for  dinner , fellowship, prayer , and 
study.  All men and older male teens are welcome to at-
tend a meeting and encouraged to join.  Our next meeting 
is November 7. Our  dinner  will be BBQ sandwiches, 
hushpuppies and fries from White Swan, plus pie for des-
sert. Please let John Branch know if you plan to attend so 

we can plan the menu accordingly.      

October Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for October: 

♦ We received the Treasurer’s report through the end of 
September. Both our checking account and money 
market are up slightly for the month. Our pledged in-
come for the month is down significantly and down 
by $3,000 for the year. Unpledged income continues 
to run well above budget. Rectory rental income is up 
slightly for the year. Expenses are in line or below 

budget for the month and the year.  

♦ Heard from Finance that Chair David Lockett rolls off 
the committee this spring. We will need to add a new 
member, and the committee will need to appoint a 

new chairperson. 

♦ As of October 22, we have received 61 pledge cards. 
We have 2 new pledges, 27 increased pledges, 26 
pledges at the same level as last year and 6 decreases. 
We believe there are approximately 20 additional 
pledges to be received. As of October 22, our pledge 
total is $232,692.00 which will be combined with ex-
pected unpledged income, plate income, Rectory in-
come and income from other building use. These to-
tals will go toward a proposed Ministry Funding 

Budget of $298,544.00.  

♦ The Nave camera is in place and operational. It will 
allow us to stream video to Lawrence Hall, the 
Baroody Room and the Music Director’s Office in  

the event of overflow seating. 

♦ Had a final report on the Colla Voce Concert. The 
high school chorus is deeply appreciative of our hos-
pitality. With the love offering and gifts from ECW 
and Brotherhood of St. Andrew, approx. $2,900.00 

was donated for Colla Voce’s trip to England. 

♦ Approved the purchase of an art hanging system for 
the long hallway between the office area and Law-
rence Hall. The purpose will be to show current pho-
tographs and other forms of hanging art provided by 
members of St. Paul’s. A small art subcommittee will 
be formed to help plan exhibits and put them in place. 
Curtis Brookshire and Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan have 
volunteered to be involved. If you are interested in 
serving, please let them know. The system will be 

paid for by outside gifts. 

♦ Property Report: Outside lights have been replaced 
and are back in working order. Low-voltage path 
lights have been added along the walkway beside the 

Church. 

Blessing of the Animals 2019 

Photo by Mike Weathers 
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News and Notes... 

(Rector’s Reflection continued from page 1) 

• the leaders of our many committees and all who serve 

God through these many ministries 

• those who set tables, move furniture, wash dishes, 
sweep walks, and cook food for the body of Christ as we 

gather together for fellowship 

• for Mike, who manages the work of the office and 

helps keep us organized 

• those who attend our many classes on Sunday morn-
ings and throughout the week, and for those who give of 

their time and talent to facilitate and teach 

• our Nursery volunteers and their loving stewardship of 
our children, and in prayerful anticipation of finding a 

Nursery Worker 

• all who work, pray, and give for the spread of God’s 

Communion of Peace 

• those among us who have been a part of St. Paul’s for 
many years, for those who have become a part of this 
community throughout the years, and for those yet to find 

a home in this place 

• the openness to diversity at St. Paul’s – for our will-
ingness to draw circles of inclusion rather than lines of 

separation 

• the warmth and love of the St. Paul’s community and 
for those who hold our parish community in their daily 

prayers 

    I give thanks for all of you; my sisters and brothers in 

faith, the body of Christ gathered at St. Paul’s. 

Blessings and love, 

Jim+ 

New Seniors Ministry 

Linda Armstrong to Coordinate 
 

        We are happy to announce the beginning of a new 
ministry at St. Paul’s focused on ministry for and with Sen-
iors. This ministry, to be led by Linda Armstrong, will have 

three major focal points. 

♦ First and foremost, the ministry will focus on those 
who are homebound and desire community. This aspect 
of the ministry would include home/hospital/nursing 
home visits and explore options to help get people to 
church if they desire. We envision this as a ministry of 
presence helping people remain physically, emotionally 

and spiritually engaged with their faith. 

♦ Seeking out active seniors who would like to be in-
volved in senior-to-senior ministry. This could include 
everything from becoming ministry prayer partners, to 

sending cards and to making face-to-face visits. 

♦ Seeking ways to invite, encourage and engage seniors 

in active ministry. 

    If you are interested in finding out more about this minis-
try, please contact Linda Armstrong or Fr. Jim. We plan to 
commission Linda in this ministry on the first Sunday in 

Advent. 

Nursery Position Still Open 

    We are still hoping to find a qualified Nursery Worker to 
care for our youngest children during the Sunday School 
and 11:00 service hours. Please pass the names and contact 

information of any potential candidates to the Rector. 

    While we are grateful for the ongoing volunteer work to 
keep our nursery staffed, it would be helpful to have a qual-
ified staff member for Sunday mornings and occasional 
evening programs (such as our Lenten dinners). This is an 

important and welcoming ministry that provides not 

only for our regular families, but for newcomers as well. 

    If you know someone who is not a member of St. Paul’s 
but might like to be considered for the position/positions of 

Nursery Worker, please let us know in the Church Office. 

    Applicants should be at least college-aged, have sound 
references, and pass a Diocesan Background Check.  

Applicants should have certification in Infant CPR/First 

Aid or be willing to attend training (paid by the 

Church), and attend Diocesan Safe Church Training 

(also paid by the Church). 

Episcopal Church 101 

Coming in January 

     
    The Rector will be offering Episcopal Church 101 this 
coming January for those who wish to prepare for Confir-
mation or simply learn more about the Episcopal Church. 
The days and times of the class are not set at this time. 
Please let Fr. Jim know if you are interested in taking 

the class. Scheduling will be determined based on in-

terest received. 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Upcoming Dates to Remember 

Nov 03   Time Change—set clocks back at 2:00am 

Nov 03   Vestry Nominations Open 

Nov 04   Christmas Tree Orders Due today 

Nov 04   Chrismon Workshop, 10:00 am 

Nov 04   Monday Night Study Group, 7:00 pm (weekly) 

Nov 06  Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 am (weekly) 

Nov 07   Brotherhood of St. Andrew, 6:00 pm 

Nov 11   Office Closed for Veteran’s Day 

Nov 11   Monday Night Study Group, 7:00 pm 

Nov 17   Vestry Nominations Close at 1:00 pm  

Nov 18  Chrismon Workshop, 10:00 am 

Nov 18   Monday Night Study Group, 7:00 pm 

Nov 19 Finance, 6:00 pm 

Nov 23   ECW, 10:00 am 

Nov 23   DOK, 11:00 am 

Nov 25  Monday Night Study Group, 7:00 pm 

Nov 26   Vestry, 7:00 pm 

Nov 28-29  Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

Sunday Schedule 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

10:00 a.m. Adult and Youth Classes/Activities 

10:00 a.m. Choir Practice 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist                                

  Children’s Chapel/Sunday School 

12:15 p.m. Coffee Hour  

  (and 8:45 on November 17) 
 

Wednesday Choir Rehearsals 

5:15 p.m. Bell Choir 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir 

2019 Vestry Nomination Form 

I nominate _______________________________, who is a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, to stand for election 

at the December 8, 2019 Annual Meeting to serve on the St. Paul’s Vestry for a three-year term expiring Decem-

ber, 2022. 

I have spoken with the nominee and they are willing to accept this nomination at this time, are aware of the obligations 

involved in serving, and are also aware that they may withdraw their nomination up to the time of the Annual 

Meeting.   Respectfully submitted, 

 

_________________________________________       _____________________________________________ 

(Signature of person making the nomination)             (Printed name of person making the nomination) 

 

     The Vestry has chosen that nominations are due in the Parish Office no later than  

Sunday, November 17, 2019 at 1:00 pm  

Biographical paragraphs are due by November 21 at 1:00 pm.  No late nominations will be accepted.   

There will be no nominations from the floor of the Annual Meeting. 

Additional Forms are available in Lawrence Hall and the Narthex or through the Church Office 


