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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

 Adaptive Leadership in Changing Times 

    When the St. Paul’s vestry held their annual retreat in Jan-
uary to talk about adaptive leadership in changing times, the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) was not on our minds. Neither was 
a suspension of in-person meetings, pastoral care, and wor-
ship.  

    And while I had attended Zoom meetings in the past, I had 
never needed to schedule a meeting for any reason, let alone 
for online corporate worship! Wrestling with open mics, 
which cause feedback and sound distortion, and open camer-
as, which can offer interesting side bars to worship, was nev-
er on my radar. And by the time this edition of the St. Paul’s 
Epistle goes to press, we will have had both our March Fi-
nance Committee and Vestry meetings held via Zoom. 

    So, even in the midst of what I’m not referring to as 
“physical distancing,” we are finding ways to carry out the 
life and ministry of the Church. We are finding ways to not 
be “socially distant” from one another even when we cannot 
gather together. It is truly heart-warming to see everyone’s 
comments when we stream worship or Bible Study on Face-
book Live. Your feedback from Zoom is encouraging. We 
have had former parishioners worshipping with us from as far 
away as Oklahoma and as nearby as seemingly just around 
the block.  Our public feed has folks from other congrega-
tions and even other denominations worshipping with us right 
now on Sunday mornings. This is a blessing no one would 
have seen coming when news of the Coronavirus first 
brought our daily routines to a standstill. 

    As we move into the month of April we find ourselves 
coming to the close of a Lenten season that has been, for me, 
a multiplicity of paradoxes. On the one hand, all the busyness 
of Lent-as-Usual has come to a halt. The church’s kitchen is 
empty on Wednesday evenings. Yet on the other hand, we 
have a faithful gathering from three churches (St. Paul’s, First 
Presbyterian, and Wilson’s Mills Christian Church) gathering 
via Zoom on Wednesday nights with our Diocesan Rabbi in 
Residence co-leading our study. Our Wednesday morning 
Bible Study group is not meeting in the Blandy Parlor as usu-
al, but yet the first Wednesday online had more people check-
ing in on the study than we’ve ever had in person for the 
group. 

While we find ourselves physically separated from one an-
other, we are in a period of abstention from Holy Eucharist—
from coming together to receive the Body and Blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Yet on the other hand, we are discover- 

 Join us for Virtual Worship at 11:00 am on Easter Day: April 12 

From Your Vestry: 
 -ing in new ways how, because of our baptism into the 
life of Christ, we are able to be the Body of Christ for 
one another; whether by simply keeping in touch with 
each other the phone and social media, or by stopping 
by the grocery store on behalf of a neighbor or fellow 
parishioner who cannot risk going out into crowds. We 
have several folks who stand by ready to assist with 
such errands as needed—just let us know if you have a 
need. 

    It is my hope that when the day comes for us to gath-
er together once again in our Nave and in Lawrence 
Hall, we will find ourselves a stronger faith community 
for the experiences we have lived. 

Keep the faith, Jim+ 

Sunday Worship Through May 17 
    At the time of this writing, we plan to continue using 
both Zoom and Facebook Live, realizing that each have 
their own issues at times. Our Zoom link through May 
17: 

https://zoom.us/j/763199785?
pwd=cmdrckduenY3SVRvbGZib2RGUi9hU
T09 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. Paul’s 
Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-
Smithfield-NC-130758673995/  Note: one need not sub-
scribe to Facebook to watch the livestream. Simply 
choose “not now” if asked about adding an account. 

 

Our Diocese has given us a tool for online giving.  

If you would like to offer your gift online, please go 
to https://givingtools.com/give/1182/1995  . Click on 
the section “how would you like your donation 
distributed” and select the designation for a specific 
church, then enter  St. Paul’s and Smithfield in the 
following fields. Then click the Next button at the 
bottom. On the next screen, enter your contact and 
payment information. There is a 2% transaction fee 
taken out of your donation. If you click the COVER 
FEES button below your  card information, St. 
Paul’s will receive your full donation and the 2% 
transaction fee will be added to your charge.  
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Outreach and Justice Committee… and more... 

Outreach and Social 
Justice Committee 

April 2020 
“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  
 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 
 

     Feed the Pig! 
    The Outreach Committee’s Len-
ten Project continues, and we all 
can participate in it: the Episcopal 
Relief and Development’s "Gifts 
for Life"  program. We wish to 
purchase a Complete Care Pack-
age, a variety of key items to em-
power a community worldwide. 
This package contains 3 goats and 
1 pig; clean water for a family; 
vitamins and preventive medicine 
for 5 children; care for 4 moms 
and their newborns; 2 micro-credit 
loans for women. This gift pack-
age will help a community in need 
such as Kenya, Honduras, Myan-

mar, Burma and so many impoverished areas.  To help 
provide this Complete Care for a community, please 
mail in your contributions to  "FEED THE PIG."  The 
more we feed "Piggy," the more mouths we can feed in 
these needy areas of the world.  

    COVID-19 has put a crimp in our plans to use a por-
tion of our Lenten Dinner Love Offerings to help meet 
our goal. You may send gifts to the Church Office help 
fund this year’s “Gifts for Life.” Make checks payable 
to St. Paul’s and write “Feed the Pig” on the memo 
line. Thank you. 

 ~ Diane Every and Debby Jenkins 

                

Although in-person meet-
ings are cancelled for the 
time being, ECW is 
working via email, 

phone, and text to prepare for our anticipated fundraisers 
scheduled later this year.  Along with a Souper Sunday in 
October and our Annual Bake Sale in December, we are 
producing a new St. Paul’s Cookbook.  This edition will 
mark 20 years since the last publication and will be dedi-
cated to Billie Stevens.  Please see the two-page Cook-
book flyer (either an email attachment or enclosed with 
paper copies of this newsletter).  The flyer has instruc-
tions on how you can help by submitting a recipe or two, 
or three. 

    We pray that everyone is staying safe, and we look for-
ward to the day when we can once again come together to 
worship and spend time with one another. 

    Each month ECW members gather together for fellow-
ship and to discuss ways in which we can assist those in 
need in our communities.  We invite all women of St. 
Paul’s to join us.  Please come and take part as we bring 
our projects to realization.  Your input is important, plus 
new and fresh ideas are always welcome. 

~ Pat Hovorka, President 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
      

    The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
has announced a postponement of 
our Annual Wine Tasting Event. A 
date will not be set until we are 
back meeting together in person as 
a congregation. Our next tentative 
in-person meeting is June 4. We 
will keep everyone posted as the 
time approaches. 

April is Prevent Child Abuse Month 
    The Outreach and Social Justice Committee reminds 
everyone that April is Prevent Child Abuse Month. Many 
businesses and individuals display blue ribbons and pin-
wheels to draw attention to the dangers our children face 
every day.  



News and Notes... 
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Pledge Obligations 2020 
 

Last Week 3/30/20                  Year to Date  

              1/1/2020 –3/30/2020  

Pledge Payments        $2905.00     Pl. Payments   $  59,155.00 

Weekly Pledge Target $4971.15      Pledge Budget $258,500.00 

Stewardship Corner 
Reflection by Curtis Brookshire 

 
      I write this on Saturday March 21st, 
so bear with me if anything here is dated 
by the time it gets to your eyes. We’re 
several weeks into a world altered by 
rates of infection and social distancing. 
Let’s look at some practical ideas for 
stewardship, service and worship as sea-
sons change.  

    OK, first - pledging. If making our pledge by check, 
the best way is to mail it directly to St. Paul’s (218 
South Second St. Smithfield, NC 27577). The office 
recommends that if you’re able, combine weekly pay-
ments into a single monthly check. You can also drop 
your pledge through the slot in the office entrance, but 
please remember the six feet of separation. Visitors to 
the office will be asked to sign in, and office hours may 
be flexible. Please try to stay current to help keep up 
with ongoing budget expenses.  

[Please see Page 1 of this newsletter for a new online 
contribution option.]  

    Next, let’s look at service. Some of us are working 
from home, some are working at their job sites, some 
are working longer hours, and some may be temporari-
ly without income. How can we help each other?  

    Stay in touch by phone, email, social media etc. 
We’re creatures of community by nature and talking to 
others outside our homes helps break out of our co-
coons of isolation. We should especially remember 
those who are alone or unable to leave their homes. 

    While we’re at it, ask if there’s anything we can do 
for each other. I received a call earlier from our Senior 
Warden, just asking if I needed anything. I understand 
the Vestry is reaching out to the congregation - Good 
Job!  

    Help each other. It can be a matter of picking up 
some groceries or supplies for a friend, neighbor or fel-
low parishioner - a site on my news feed called one 
person a “grocery angel.” 

    Support our community businesses that have been 
altered by social distancing. You might pick up takeout 
from a local restaurant. You might take that to friends 
who can’t leave their house. Cindy and I made a dona-
tion to a local pizza restaurant that is giving slices of 
pizza to those under 18 to compensate for the loss of 
school lunches. Can you help a local school deliver to 
students who are unable to pick up food themselves? 
All around us we have what we called in the Army 
“opportunities to excel.” 

    Continue our worship. Since we’re cut off from our 
house of worship, we must worship from our houses. 
Please use the on-line streaming service Zoom to partici-
pate in Sunday services at 11 am, Wednesday Morning Bi-
ble Study and our Wednesday evening Lenten study. We 
can use our Prayer Books and Bibles for personal devo-
tions. The Book of Common Prayer has services for Morn-
ing Prayer, Noonday Prayer, an Order for the Evening, 
which is very flexible, Evening Prayer and Compline. MP 
and EP use readings from the Daily Office Lectionary, and 
these are perfect for personal or household worship.  

    Since we’ll be in this mode during Holy Week, we can 
participate in Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Fri-
day and Holy Saturday following the liturgies in the BCP. 
If you cannot tune into our live Facebook or Zoom feeds, 
you can certainly use the forms of those services using your 
prayer books at home. While we can’t participate in Eucha-
rist on Maundy Thursday, we can participate in foot wash-
ing at home. I believe this would be a very personal and 
intimate participation in Christ’s initiation of his new com-
mandment of loving one another as he loves us.  

    Watch for how Fr. Jim will handle Holy Week worship, 
and, if you’re so inclined, the Stations of the Cross are 
available on-line. Although we have not celebrated the ser-
vice of the Great Vigil of Easter for quite some time at St. 
Paul’s, you may find yourself drawn to following those 
readings and prayers on the evening before Easter Day. The 
Great Vigil includes a number of readings to bring us out 
of our Lenten observance and into the light of the Resurrec-
tion. The Paschal Candle is traditionally lit for the first time 
at this service, though at St. Paul’s, we do so early in the 
morning on Easter Day. Since most people don’t have a 
Paschal Candle at home, how about lighting a big white 
candle at home to remember the Easter story? Let’s stay in 
touch with each other, pray for each other, help each other 
and make it through this time of trial with the hope of see-
ing one another again in our wonderful worship space at St. 
Paul’s. 
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News and Notes... 

Adult Christian Formation 
 

    Our weekly Bible Study continues on Wednesday morn-
ings at 1l:00 am on the Church Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-
Smithfield-NC-130758673995/). One need not have a Fa-
cebook account to watch. Conversation by the Rector will 
focus on the upcoming Sunday gospel lesson. 

    If you’re still looking for study options and have a set of 
Sunday School books penned by David Stephens, why not 
crack open a volume and take a refresher course? 

    You can also visit the Washington National Cathedral’s 
website for archived sermons, programs, podcasts, and 
more: https://cathedral.org/worship/service-archive/ 

   There are also free downloadable activities for children 
at https://www.illustratedministry.com/flattenthecurve 

Lenten Program Continues Online 
 
    As we move into April, we are getting ready to wrap up 
our Lenten interfaith study of the final week in the life and 
ministry of Jesus. We have been blessed richly by the in-

person, and then online, presence of 
Rabbi Jurovics, our recently named 
“Rabbi-in-Residence” for the Diocese of 
North Carolina. 

    Our online study continues on 
Wednesday nights April 1 and 8 at 6:30 
pm as we review the final two chapters 
of Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Be-
ginner’s Guide to Holy Week, by profes-
sor and New Testament Biblical scholar 

Amy-Jill Levine. We will explore Chapter 5 (The Last Sup-
per: Risking the Loss of Friends) on April 1. During our 
final online gathering on April 8, we will explore Chapter 6 
and the afterward (Gethsemane: Risking Temptation). We 
do recommend having a copy of Levine’s book and reading 
ahead. The book is available through Amazon for $8.38 
plus tax (some used copies available for less). 

    To Join in for the final classes use the following link to 

Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/213739297?
pwd=Qm5waFZuM0VjOFJxWStyWU1jVzJXU
T09 

Below: Rabbi in Residence Raachel Jurovics joined us live 
for our first Wednesday Night program in Lent. Since then, 
she has been a part of our program via Zoom. 

Online Prayer and Reflection 
From Forward Movement 

 

    Forward Movement has several free resources to help 
you pray. You might like to pray the daily office—
morning prayer, noonday prayer,  evening prayer, or com-
pline—which you can find on our Daily Prayer website. 
All you need to do is visit the site, and your computer or 
phone will serve up the correct prayers and readings for 
your time of day. If you’re in a hurry, you can try the daily 
devotions for individuals and families, which only take a 
few seconds to pray. They’re online also. 

    Of course, you can also find these prayers in the Book 
of Common Prayer. Morning Prayer starts at page 37, and 
the daily devotions for individuals and families begin at 
page 136. 

  Perhaps you’d like to listen to the prayers. We offer a 
daily podcast of morning prayer—A Morning at the Of-
fice, which you can find on your favorite podcast plat-
forms. You can also just point your browser to the pod-
cast’s page and listen from there. 

    By the way, Forward Day by Day is also available as a 
podcast, and we post the reflection every day on our web-
site. 
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Calling All Artists 
    We are soliciting 
your photographs, 
paintings, pen & ink, 
needle-work, etc. for 
the Easter display. 
With in-person meet-
ings and worship sus-
pended until at least 
mid-Easter Season, the 
display won’t be avail-
able for viewing right 

away, But we are happy to start collecting your framed 
work now.  In light of the current pandemic, any art cel-
ebrating recovery and renewal may be included. 

    Art work should be framed (we are in the process of 
getting a small supply of frames for those who need to 
borrow one or more). Frames should be no larger than 
11 x 14 and no smaller than 8 x 10, which will allow 
some continuity in the display. Smaller pieces of art-
work can be displayed with collage matting with frame 
sizes as listed above. 

    Please talk to a member of the committee (Jan 
Branch, Curtis Brookshire, Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan, or 
Jim Melnyk) if you have questions or would like to drop 
off artwork. If you are interested in serving on the com-
mittee, please let a member of the committee know. 

March Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for March: 

 Our March meeting was held via Zoom in light of 
the Diocesan suspension of in-person meetings. The 
Vestry approved a required resolution allowing for 
Vestry and Finance meetings by teleconference, vid-
eoconference, or any other technology that allows all 
members participating to hear each other at the same 
time and to participate in discussion. 

 We received the Treasurer’s report through the end 
of February 2020.  Pledges were about $1,800 below 
budget for the month of February and down about 
$3,500 for the year. Unpledged giving was under 
budget for the month and slightly under budget for 
the year . Expenses were in line for the month and 
the year. 

 Due to suspended in-person worship, we are signifi-
cantly below budget on Pledge payments through 
March 24 as well as being behind budget on both 
Unpledged gifts and Plate Offerings. Our hope is 
that Pledge Payments will pick up as people get used 
to mailing them or giving online (see Page 1 for our 
new online giving method). 

 Upon the recommendation of the Finance Commit-
tee, elected Pat Hovorka to serve on Finance. She 
will also become the Vestry liaison to the Commit-
tee. Theressa Rose is shifting to become the liaison 
to the ECW. 

 The Vestry will continue making calls to check in on 
parishioners. We have several people who have vol-
unteered to do shopping for anyone who cannot get 
out. 

 John Branch was elected to a three-year term on the 
Labyrinth Memorial Committee. We are still looking 
for someone to serve the additional vacant term. 

 We discussed potential ways to celebrate Palm Sun-
day. See the article on the back page. 

 We are deferring work on the Rectory driveway and 
bridge until a contractor can be found.  

 Approved a 9-month contract with Johnson’s Lawn 
& Landscape to care for the Church grounds. Ap-
proved a $360 increase in the maintenance budget to 
cover the cost. The new contractor was the lower of 
three bids. 

 Will ask the Art Committee for additional ideas for 
the hall art gallery after Easter. 

The St. Paul’s Labyrinth on the evening of the Spring 
Equinox. Cindy Brookshire, representing The Daugh-
ters of the King, prepared the labyrinth for the Walk. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Upcoming Dates to Remember 
Apr 01  Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Apr 01  Lenten Program online, 6:30 pm 

Apr 05  Palm Sunday online, 11:00 am 

Apr 08  Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Apr 08  Lenten Program online, 6:30 pm 

Apr 09  Maundy Thursday online, 7:00 pm 

Apr 10  Good Friday online, 12:00 Noon 

Apr 11  Holy Saturday online, 9:30 am  

Apr 12  Easter Day online, 11:00 am 

Apr 13-14 Office Closed 

Apr 15 Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Apr 21  Finance online, 6:00 pm 

Apr 22  Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Apr 28  Vestry online, 7:00 

Apr 29  Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Tentatively through Sunday May 17: 

 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist online 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Holy Week and Easter at St. Paul’s: Planning Our Online Worship 

    All of our Holy Week Services will continue to be 
livestreamed on Zoom and on Facebook Live. We 
hope you will join us! 

    Palm Sunday (April 5, 11:00 am): Due to the 
Statewide Stay-at-Home directives on both county 
and statewide levels, we will offer a digital version of 
palms that you can print at home and turn into a 
household coloring project. You can use them on 
Palm Sunday as you would a live branch, and also put 
them up on your front door or around your house for 
the day or the week, as a sign of your household’s 
expectant waiting for Jesus’s return. We will send a 
Palm PDF in our weekly email blast on Thursday, 
April 2. Since only John’s gospel actually mentions 
palms, feel free to cut branches from home to use and 
place on your door as a reminder. Here is the Zoom 
Link for Palm Sunday: 
https://zoom.us/j/763199785?pwd=cmdrckduenY3SV
RvbGZib2RGUi9hUT09 

    Maundy Thursday (April 9, 7:00 pm): This is 
the service in which we commemorate and reenact 
both the Last Supper and Jesus’ new commandment 
of love as shown in the washing of feet.  Look for 
some variations in the liturgy, and as Curtis Brook-
shire suggests in his stewardship article on page 3, 
perhaps the foot washing is something anyone, or  
everyone, can do for each other at home following  

the service. Our Zoom link for Maundy Thursday: 
https://zoom.us/j/904271065?pwd=S1V1NWZJU1p
pK2t6bjZnb2pOdVVQZz09 

    Good Friday (April 10, 12:00 Noon): Our  Good 
Friday service will go unchanged (other than being 
online). Our link for Good Friday: 
https://zoom.us/j/767224733?pwd=RmFKZEkrbnB
DUmVOZ3RHcVdYR1NWdz09 

    Holy Saturday (April 11, 9:30 am): This con-
templative service will be livestreamed from the Rec-
tor’s home. The Rev. Dr. Lorraine Ljunggren will be 
our homilist. Zoom Link: 
https://zoom.us/j/353568627?pwd=N1FpaFlaaDdG
Q3U5cXpLMW1wWExWZz09 

    Easter Day (April 12, 11:00 am): Join us online 
for Easter hymns, our readings, prayers, and sermon, 
and the altar will hold Easter flowers. Easter Link: 
https://zoom.us/j/763199785?pwd=cmdrckduenY3S
VRvbGZib2RGUi9hUT09 

Facebook Live link for ALL SERVICES: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-
Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995/   

    In the end, we are living and worshipping in un-
charted territory—surrounded by the grace and love 
of God made known to us in Christ Jesus. 


