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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

 Not the Easter We Expected 

        Easter was nothing like I was expect-
ing. To begin with, most clergy look forward 
to a full house that feels almost like a home-
coming Sunday, with folks we haven’t seen 
in a while alongside all those we see most 

weeks during the year.  

    Easter was nothing like I was expecting. 
By the time Lent rolled around, we started 
hearing rumblings about how life would be 

different on Sundays. Clergy around the diocese were adding 
hand sanitizing stations in their naves, our Bishops made the 
decision to cease offering the common cup for a time uncer-
tain, requiring communion in one kind (bread) only. Then be-
gan all the Stay-at-Home orders county-by-county and the de-
cision to suspend all in-person church gatherings (including 

worship) through at least May 17. 

    Easter was nothing like I 
was expecting. The Second 
Sunday in Lent came and 
suddenly almost all the cler-
gy in NC had become tele-
vangelists! We had to learn 
Zoom in what felt like a 
matter of minutes. We had 
to figure out which would 
work better — Zoom or Facebook Live. Should we keep two 
Sunday services or ask our 8:00 folks to sacrifice the early 
hour to have one service, thereby limiting the amount of time 
the worship team would be in physical contact with one anoth-
er? Going from a dozen people involved on Sunday mornings 
to a team of 4-6 people. Live services done with a small team 
at 11:00 on Sunday mornings, or tape days in advance to get 
everything just right and then play the tape on Sunday? Oh, 
Holy Week and Easter were shaping up to be nothing like any 

of us had come to expect. 

    How do we do Palm Sunday without handing out palms? 
How do we celebrate Maundy Thursday without foot washing 
or celebrating the Eucharist? How do we celebrate Easter with 

no one gathered in our sacred space? 

    Yet, when I look at the comments from all of you on Face-
book or via email, Holy Week and Easter all happened. We 

celebrated with reverence and with great joy. 

 The Feast of Pentecost: May 31 (Wear Red!) 

From Your Vestry:     In fact, our worship numbers have been up during the 
pandemic! We have former members worshipping with 
us from across the country! We have families that we 
haven’t seen as often as we wish we could tuning in as a 
part of the body of Christ gathered. Our giving has been 

steady even though we have no ushers to pass a plate. 

    Easter was nothing like I was expecting. I was sure it 
would feel wrong—that there would be an empty space 
in my heart because there would be empty pews in the 
church. But I was wrong. John Drymon’s hymns and his   
prelude and postlude were magnificent. The lessons 
were read with both feeling and new meaning. I’m get-
ting used to preaching to the camera (well, two camer-
as—one for Zoom and one for Facebook Live). Mike 
and Sherrill Weathers had the altar looking magnificent, 
and that was Mike on the Sanctus Bells during the 
hymns and making sure the Zoom feed went off without 
a hitch. The Easter Day bulletin put out by Mike Hugo 
was beautifully done. And Easter happened! Nearly 200 
of us celebrated from our homes—but we celebrated 

together. 

    At the time of this newsletter we now know we will 
be worshipping online at least through May 24, most 
likely longer. Despite these challenges we are growing 
as a church family—we are growing in our faith, and we 

will be the stronger for going through this together. 

Keep the faith, Jim+ 

Sunday 11:00 Worship Through May 24 

Using Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/763199785?

pwd=cmdrckduenY3SVRvbGZib2RGUi9hUT09                 
Password:  784300      Meeting ID: 763 199 785.                       

Find your local phone number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/

k3tAKjfLu 

Or using Facebook: homepage for the St. Paul’s FB page: 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-

Smithfield-NC-130758673995/ .  Note: one need not subscribe 

to Facebook. Simply choose “not now” if asked to subscribe. 

Saturday 11:00 Zoom Coffee Hour    

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88249707069?

pwd=U2Z6U0ZVd1owbUVIQUNFQVBYT0ZIQT09 

Password:  585118      Meeting ID: 882 4970 7069  

Find your local number:   https://us02web.zoom.us/u/

kbuvYJ3AvK 
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Outreach and Justice Committee… and more... 

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
May 2020 

“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 

 Frontline Appreciation Group 

   Through a Facebook post, the 
Outreach and Social Justice 
committee was made aware of a 
local project to support. The 
committee was given a generous 
donation with a request the funds 
go locally to help during our cur-
rent health crisis. The Facebook 
article on FLAG seemed the 
perfect opportunity to make this 

request come true2 

        FLAG (Front Line Appre-
ciation Group) is our current endeavor. The FLAG project 
started in New Jersey and has now caught on in several other 
states as the entire country faces the same issues. A group of 
people in Clayton decided to use this program to help our 
neighbors and friends in the restaurants and health facilities 
that are available to us at St. Paul's. The funds purchase meals 
from our local restaurants that are currently suffering finan-
cially due to the closure orders. These meals are packaged and 
delivered to both Johnston Health hospitals in Smithfield and 
Clayton and donated to our health-care workers on the front 

line of taking care of everyone who needs medical help.  

    The FLAG program not only provides our favorite local 
restaurants with some much needed income but also provides 
our hospital health-care workers with nutritious quality meals 

at no cost to them.          

Quarantine and physical 
distancing have not 
stopped ECW from mov-
ing forward on the new St. 

Paul’s ECW Cookbook.  We have been busy via email, 
phone, and text to ensure that this 20-year celebration edi-
tion, dedicated to Billie Stevens, will be ready for pur-
chase at our December Bake Sale.  There will be recipes 
of some all-time favorites included as well as some very 
popular dishes from our fundraisers over the last couple 
of years.  We look forward to seeing recipes from any and 

all who want to contribute. 

    To submit a recipe(s) online, go to https://
www.typensave.com.  Enter the login: stpaulsecw and the 

password: pickle213 

    To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the form in 
this newsletter, then mail to St. Paul’s or drop it through 
the mail slot on the office entry door.  Feel free to copy 

the form for additional submissions. 

     If you have any questions, please contact any of the 
following committee members:  Nancy Gibbs (committee 
chair), Pat Hovorka, Theressa Rose, Kay Hewitt, Sherrill 

Weathers, and Jenny Batten-Wiley. 

    We pray that everyone is staying safe, and we look for-
ward to the day when we can once again come together to 

worship and spend time with one another. 

    ECW members gather together for fellowship and to 

discuss ways in which we can assist those in need in our 

communities.  We invite all women of St. Paul’s to join us.  

Please come and take part as we bring our projects to 

realization.  Your input is important, plus new and fresh 

ideas are always welcome. 

~ Pat Hovorka, President 

The program also frees workers from wondering where 
they will get something to eat without relying on fast-

food or sandwiches every day.      

    We all know someone that either is a local restau-
ranteur or health care worker, some even from St. Paul's. 
We are in a position to help them out. Our Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew Chapter has made a large donation to 
FLAG. If you would like to make a donation, mail your 
check to St. Paul's. List “FLAG” on the memo line. Let's 

keep helping out! 

                  ~Thank you, Diane Every and Debby Jenkins             

Co-Chairs of the Outreach and Social Justice Committee 

Hannah Barefoot, intensive 

care nurse at Johnston 

Health in Smithfield  
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2020 
 

Last Week 4/26/20                  Year to Date  

              1/1/2020 –4/28/2020  

Pledge Payments        $3325.00     Pl. Payments   $73,983.00   

Weekly Pledge Target $4971.15      Pledge Budget $84,509.55 

Stewardship Corner 

 

    Every now and then we go to our 

archive vault and dust off a mean-

ingful reflection from years past. 

What follows is a thoughtful piece 

from parishioner Patsy Gale, now a 

former member of our Stewardship 

Committee. 

     

    One of my hobbies is to look through a dictionary for 
new words or words I just don't understand, or for 
words to add to my vocabulary. Here are a few I think 
we all can understand.  "To manage or look after in a 
careful way. To be responsible for or to someone." 
These are two of the meanings of Steward or Steward-
ship. Sounds pretty simple doesn't? But is it really so 
simple?  We are each stewards of our time, our family, 
our work, our garden, and any other things for which 

we are responsible.  

    That is another one of those simple words.  Respon-
sible. "To have an obligation to do something or to 
have control over. To have a moral obligation to be-
have correctly.”  We all know what these words mean 
and we try to live up to our obligations. It is not so easy 
to fulfill these various obligations and responsibilities. 
God grants each of us talents. Talents that we can hone 
and use in a responsible way (There is one of those 

words again!).  

    Look around you, really look. There is something 
that you can do with that talent or talents.  God knows 
what those talents are. Use them and do not let them get 
rusty or that you forget how to use them. You need to 
use your talents and St. Paul’s needs you to do so. Us-
ing your talents can be a hobby - or use your hobby, it 

could be one of your talents.  

            ~ Patsy Gale, June 2013 

    St. Paul’s Has A New Website! 

    St. Paul’s has entered the 
digital age.  Over the past 
few weeks, we have learned 
to stream our Sunday service 
using Zoom and Facebook 
Live, we have also held 
online Finance Committee 
and Vestry meetings, and 
now we have published a 

new parish website – www.stpaulssmithfieldnc.org.  

    Our diocese has provided the platform for many parish 
websites and recently decided to change its web services 
provider.  They graciously offered to assist the parishes 
with migrating the old ‘dionc’ websites to the new format.  
Over the past month, Fr. Jim and Lance Armstrong have 
worked with Christine McTaggart and Summerlee Walter 
at the diocesan office to make this happen.  The old site 
will remain online for a while with a message and link di-

recting people to the new site. 

    Our initial goal has been to get everything moved over to 
build a functional site in the new environment.  This meant 
laying out a new structure for the site and migrating the 
content from the old website to the new.  We did not at-
tempt to update all the old content or make wholesale 
changes; however, we now have a great opportunity to 
make corrections, changes, and improvements to create an 

up-to-date website for St. Paul’s. 

    When you have time, we invite you to visit the new site 
and provide your feedback and suggestions.  We especially 
hope that people involved in the life of the parish will help 

identify areas for change, such as the following: 

♦ Corrections for items that are wrong or obsolete 

♦ Updates to contact persons for the various ministries 

♦ Updated text or photos for any of the pages including 

worship, ministries, Christian formation, etc 

    Also, we welcome any ideas to improve the structure or 
flow of the site, suggestions for new pages or areas of inter-
est, and pictures to submit for the Gallery or any of the 
ministry pages – and anything else you would like to com-

ment on! 

    This is a big step into the future for St. Paul’s – both to 
communicate within the parish and within the community 

around us. 

~ Lance Armstrong, Vestry Liaison for Communications 
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News and Notes... 

Adult & Family Christian Formation 

 

    Our weekly Bible Study continues on Wednesday morn-
ings at 11:00 am on the Church Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-

Smithfield-NC-130758673995/). One need not have a Fa-
cebook account to watch. Conversation by the Rector will 

focus on the upcoming Sunday gospel lesson. 

    If you’re looking for study options for adults, families 
or children you can follow this link on the Diocesan web-
site for some ideas to use at home: https://
www.episdionc.org/at-home-formation/. Beginning in ear-
ly May Bishop Sam and Rabbi Raachel Jurovics will offer 
an online class on Resurrection. We will send a link when 
it’s available. There are also free downloadable activities 
for children at https://www.illustratedministry.com/

flattenthecurve . 

When Will We Get Back to Normal? 

    In some ways, this could be a trick question. By the time 
this issue goes out, there may be some definitive decisions 
made by our Diocese, our counties, and our State about re-

opening. Often we talk about reopening the economy—but 
hopefully we are concerned about more than just that. We 
are talking about human lives that are challenged not just by 
a shuttered economy, but by the very real threat of the pan-
demic. An accurate analogy might be: “The curve is flatten-
ing; we can start lifting restrictions now” is like “The para-

chute has slowed our descent; we can take it off now.” 

    We don’t know what life in the world around us or life at 
St. Paul’s will look like by mid-May or later (definitely a 
possibility). Restaurants we love to frequent may have only 
half or a third of the tables. A staff person in mask and 
gloves may take your temperature before allowing you to 
enter the restaurant. We may have pews marked off where 
people can sit while keeping a six-foot wide space between.  
We will certainly be asking people who are symptomatic to 
stay at home, as well as anyone who suspects they’ve been 
in contact with a possibly infected person. At this point, we 

are just guessing. 

    But we should be prepared to acknowledge that things 
won’t go back to normal the moment restrictions are less-
ened or lifted. We still will need to be pastorally sensitive to 
one another.  We will need to consider the health of persons 
around us more susceptible to illness than we might be. As 
Christians we may have grown up hearing the phrase pas-
sage from Acts 20:35 (and quoted in our BCP) “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” Sharing an infectious dis-
ease is not what St. Paul had in mind in his message to the 

Elders in Ephesus. 

    Whatever the new normal looks like later in May, or pos-
sibly in June, we will face it together in the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit and within our community of faith and love. 
God isn’t finished with us yet—and we have much yet to do 

as followers of the risen Christ.              ~God’s peace, Jim+ 

Online Prayer and Reflection 

From Forward Movement 
 

    Forward Movement has several free resources to help 
you pray. You might like to pray the daily office—

morning prayer, noonday prayer,  evening prayer, or com-
pline—which you can find on our Daily Prayer website. 
All you need to do is visit the site, and your computer or 
phone will serve up the correct prayers and readings for 
your time of day. If you’re in a hurry, you can try the daily 
devotions for individuals and families, which only take a 

few seconds to pray. They’re online also. 

    Of course, you can also find these prayers in the Book 
of Common Prayer. Morning Prayer starts at page 37, and 
the daily devotions for individuals and families begin at 

page 136. 

  Perhaps you’d like to listen to the prayers. We offer a 
daily podcast of morning prayer—A Morning at the Of-
fice, which you can find on your favorite podcast plat-
forms. You can also just point your browser to the pod-

cast’s page and listen from there. 

    By the way, Forward Day by Day is also available as a 
podcast, and we post the reflection every day on our web-

site. 

The Feast of Pentecost is May 31 

    May 31 is the Feast of Pentecost. It is becoming more like-
ly that we will still be worshipping online for this special day. 
Plan to wear red even if worshipping from home. In that like-
lihood, please send us your Pentecost Pictures to share on 
Facebook and the web. If things change and we can worship 
at church, wear red and we’ll do our annual Easter photo on 

Pentecost! Let us go forth in the power of the Spirit! 
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Calling All Artists—Not Just Yet 

    Our goal of solicit-
ing your photographs, 
paintings, pen & ink, 
needle-work, etc. has 
been put on hold for 
the foreseeable future. 
With in-person meet-
ings and worship sus-
pended until at least 
later in May, we will 

wait until we’re all together to collect artwork. In light 
of the current pandemic, any art celebrating recovery 

and renewal may be included. 

    Art work should be framed (we are in the process of 
getting a small supply of frames for those who need to 
borrow one or more). Frames should be no larger than 
11 x 14 and no smaller than 8 x 10, which will allow 
some continuity in the display. Smaller pieces of art-
work can be displayed with collage matting with frame 

sizes as listed above. 

    Please talk to a member of the committee (Jan 
Branch, Curtis Brookshire, Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan, or 
Jim Melnyk) if you have questions or would like to drop 

off artwork.  

April Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for April: 

♦ Our April meeting was held via Zoom in light of the 

Diocesan suspension of in-person meetings.  

♦ We received the Treasurer’s report through the end of 
March 2020.  Pledged giving was down $2,000.00 
for March and unpledged giving was slightly below 
budget. Pledges are down about $5,000.00 for the 
first quarter, and unpledged giving down slightly for 
the quarter. Expenses were under budget (as ex-
pected) for the month and for the quarter. With low-
er expenses, we had a slight surplus for March and 
have a $3,300.00 deficit for the quarter. As we near 
the end of April we are about $3,300.00 shy of our 

budgeted income for the month. 

♦ Received and approved the Finance Committees rec-
ommendation for the 2019 Audit Team led by Gin-
ger Levinson with Linda Armstrong and Sherrill 

Weathers assisting. 

♦ Approved the Finance Committee election of Bob 

Kendall as Chairperson. 

♦ Began conversations around logistics for our pending 
(date not yet set) re-emergence from quarantine. Re-

emergence will take place in phases. Once we under-
stand the Diocesan plan for a return to public wor-
ship, the Vestry will send out a detailed letter letting 
the congregation know the guidelines under which 
Episcopal Churches will function during the first 

phase of reentry. 

♦ Heard the Rector’s report regarding the Diocesan 
Committee working on the planning for a return to 
public worship. The Rector is serving on the sub-
committee looking at Sunday mornings and worship. 
Plans are underway to explore continuing Facebook 

livestreaming of worship beyond the pandemic. 

♦ The Vestry will continue making calls to check on 
parishioners. We have several people who have vol-
unteered to do shopping for anyone who cannot get 

out. Please let us know if you have a need. 

♦ Linda Armstrong and Kay Hewitt were elected to 
three-year terms on the Labyrinth Memorial Com-

mittee. The Committee is now fully staffed.  

♦ The Jr. Warden reported that the kitchen screen door 
has been repaired and a new light fixture is in place 

over the door. 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

          
   The Brotherhood of St. Andrew did not hold its usual 
monthly dinner and meeting in April due to the social dis-

tancing mandates in place.   

The Brotherhood did, however, vote 
electronically on April 10th to support 
the Johnston County Chapter of Front 
Line Appreciation Group. This group 
buys meals from local restaurants and 
delivers them to local hospital workers 
and EMTs. The Brotherhood made a 

donation of $1,000.00. 

    Meals on Wheels are still being delivered but on a modi-
fied schedule.  The week’s meals are delivered in one box 
on Mondays.  This allows for only one visit per week to the 
meal recipients. Our Brotherhood Chapter will deliver three 

times during the month. 

    We are still looking forward to our Annual Wine Tasting 

event when we can all get back together. 

~Mike Weathers, Brotherhood Clerk 
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News and Notes... 

    CARES Act Charitable  

Giving Incentives 

    The following article was sent out in early April by the 

Episcopal Church Foundation to make congregations 

aware of charitable giving incentives for 2020. It is im-

portant to consult your tax advisor before following 

through on the suggestions from ECF below. 

    As we all know most Episcopal organizations rely on 

generous donors to support their mission and ministry. 

Stewardship can be deeply spiritual, rooted in a desire to 

reorient our lives towards God, but it also has a practical 

side. The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security 

Act, or CARES Act, signed into law on March 27, 2020, 

includes several provisions that may affect charitable giv-

ing this year. We encourage churches to talk about these 

opportunities with their congregations. 

    New charitable deduction for taxpayers who do not 

itemize. Beginning in 2020, individuals can deduct $300 

in charitable contributions from their gross income even if 

they do not itemize their deductions. Donations must be 

made in cash to a charity. Gifts of appreciated securities, 

and gifts to a donor advised fund or supporting organiza-

tion, do not qualify. Although the permissible amount is 

modest, it is a new benefit available to many of your do-

nors. [What this means: donors can get a tax deduction 

even if they do not itemize and that this is intended to en-

courage contributions at a time of great need. Your gifts 

can go directly to qualifying charitable programs or be 

sent to St. Paul’s to use for outreach in the community.] 

 

    No cap on charitable deductions for taxpayers who do 

itemize. Donors who itemize their deductions can usually 

deduct cash contributions up to 60% of their adjusted 

gross income. For 2020, that cap is lifted, and donors con-

tributing cash to charity may deduct up to 100% of their 

income, a significant tax savings for anyone able to con-

tribute larger amounts. Again, this is only for gifts of cash, 

and only for gifts made directly to charity (not to donor-

advised funds or supporting organizations). [What this 

means: donors may be able to offset significant amounts of 

income if they are able to make cash gifts this year. This 

may be useful for donors with unusual income in 2020.]    

No required minimum distributions, but qualified charita-

ble distributions still possible. The CARES Act eliminates 

required minimum distributions (RMDs) from many retire-

ment plans in 2020. Some donors have been using their 

RMDs for tax-advantaged charitable gifts by making a 

qualified charitable distribution (QCD) directly to charity. 

Under the CARES Act, it is still possible for donors who 

are 70½ or over to contribute up to $100,000 directly to a 

charity without paying tax on the distribution. This remains 

a beneficial way for donors to make gifts to your church. 

[What this means: older donors may still make a tax-

advantaged qualified charitable distribution from an IRA 

this year. This might be useful for donors who have cash set 

aside in an IRA for an RMD that is no longer required.  

    The CARES Act is a complex new law. This memo is 

intended only as a summary of provisions that may be im-

portant for church stewardship efforts. Donors should al-

ways consult with their own professional advisors before 

making a gift. 

New Way to Offer Our Pledges 

Our Diocese has given us a tool for online giving.  

 

    If you would like to offer your gift online, please go to 

https://givingtools.com/give/1182/1995  

    Click on the section “how would you like your donation 

distributed” and select the desig-

nation for a specific church, then 

enter St. Paul’s and Smithfield in 

the following fields.  

    Then click the Next button at the 

bottom. On the next screen, enter 

your Contact and payment infor-

mation. There is a 2.9% + 30-cent 

transaction fee taken out of your 

donation. If you click the COVER FEES button below 

your card information, St. Paul’s will receive your full do-

nation and the transaction fee will be added to your charge.   

The Finance Committee and Vestry appreciate deeply your 

continued support of St. Paul’s. 
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On April 18, we had our first ever Zoom Coffee Hour 

with folks from both services—and even the Sandstedts 

zooming in from their new home in Naples, FL 

Below: Our Sr. Warden Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan    

reads on Easter Day. 

 

Left: Curtis playing clari-

net at home on Easter 

Day. Below—online wor-

ship means we get to in-

clude our furry family. 

Here Oscar Brookshire 

joins in.  

 

Bottom left:  

Miranda Shaner listens in 

while working crafts. 

Easter 2 Worship at the home                             

of Anita and Billy Carter 

Our 

Wednesday 

Morning 

Bible Study 

has contin-

ued with a 

different 

format. 

Sunday morn-

ing setup: the 

laptop for Zoom 

and the tripod 

and phone for 

Facebook Live. 
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News and Notes… End of Life Planning 

End of Life Planning is a Gift    

    to Our Loved Ones 

    As we move through the COVID-19 pandemic, we are 
constantly bombarded with news and opinions that range 
from the totally absurd to the significantly anxiety-

provoking or scary and everything in between. The follow-
ing two pages are meant to offer ways of caring for our-
selves and loved ones during this health crisis and beyond 

the current pandemic.      

    End-of-life planning comprises a number of common 
sense decisions that can help make life a little less anxious 
for our loved ones in the event of serious illness or death. 
It is not morbid to commit such decisions to paper, rather, 

it is a gift to those whom we love. 

    Every now and then, I have, as Rector, followed the 
rubrics on page 445 of The Book of Common Prayer and 
reminded the Congregation of the importance of a will. 

The rubric reads: 

    “The Minister of the Congregation is directed to instruct the 

people, from time to time, about the duty of Christian parents to 

make prudent provision for the well-being of their families, and 

of all persons to make wills, while they are in health, arranging 

for the disposal of their temporal goods, not neglecting, if they 

are able, to leave bequests for religious and charitable uses.” 

    A will is especially important for families with minor 
children. A will sets forth who will raise one’s minor chil-
dren if both parents die. A will also makes sure your estate 
is divided how you would like to see that done as opposed 

to the State making those decisions for you.  

    Along those lines, I have been asked in the past about 
endowment gifts for St. Paul’s. Our parish does not cur-
rently have an endowment fund. However, the Episcopal 
Diocese of North Carolina allows gifts to its endowment 
fund on behalf of a particular parish. Those gifts are 
tracked separately, and the proceeds from those gifts do go 
to the parish named. This is an excellent option for those 

who would like to leave a large bequest to St. Paul’s. 

*********** 

    Along with making a will. it is important for everyone 
to have advanced directives for their lives on file. Who 
will have financial and medical power of attorney in your 
place should you become seriously ill or in the event of 
your death? These are important concerns, pandemic or 
not. Who will take care of your children if they are mi-
nors? If you are not married, but have a significant other, 
will they be allowed to make decisions on your part? All 

are important concerns at any time in our lives.     

Webinar: The Facts About  

Advance Directives 
 

    The Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina will host the 
first of several end-of-life webinars on Thursday, April 30 
at 7 p.m. We realize that this event is last-minute if you did 
not read the notice in our email blast on April 23, but you 
can still jump in on the Diocesan Facebook page without 

having to register. 

   This webinar was developed with the help of health legal 
experts at the UNC School of Government and led by Jeff 
Austen, a Durham attorney who specializes in estate plan-
ning and administration. Attendees will learn about advance 
directives, what they are and are not, how to find and fill 
out the forms, how to ensure they are implemented and 
more. 
    The first in a series around topics related to healthcare 
and end-of-life planning, this webinar will include both a 
presentation and time for Q&A on this topic whose im-
portance is not limited to a time of pandemic. This event 
will also be simulcast via Facebook Live on the diocesan 
Facebook page (so don’t worry if registration is full).  
Questions can be asked either in the webinar or via the   
Facebook Live feed. A recording of the webinar will be 

made available to all. 

    Register today, or  join us on Facebook Live              

Thursday, April 30! 

Customary for Funerals and  

Memorial Services 
      
    Did you know that St. Paul’s has a booklet that helps 

individuals or families plan their burial service in ad-

vance? Several members of St. Paul’s have availed them-

selves of this planning guide over the years. 

    The booklet is available through the Church Office and 

the Rector can set up a time to review the many options 

for the liturgy. During the Stay-at-Home order, this can be 

done via phone or Zoom. The Office Manager or the Rec-

tor can send an electronic copy of the file via email, or a 

copy of the booklet can be picked up at the Church Office 

after some of the physical distancing rules are relaxed. 

    I made out my first form when I was getting ready to 

fly following 9/11 and have revised it since. Please con-

tact me if you would like to work on this. 

 

~ Peace, Jim+ 
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Saturday Morning Coffee Hour 

Coffee Hour Continues Throughout May 

    As you may have noticed 

from a photo on page 7, we are 

holding Zoom Coffee Hours on 

Saturdays at 11:00 am. It’s a 

great chance to see some of the 

folks we’ve been missing since 

the Stay-at-Home guidelines 

began. By the time you read 

this, we will have had two April 

Coffee Hours with additional 

events scheduled throughout 

May. Here’s what a few of our 

folks said about the first event on April 18: 

    Virtual coffee hour is great! I love seeing everyone and 

hearing their voices. It’s very comforting when we can’t 

be together, especially the Sandstedts joining us from 

Florida! We share humor and concerns, and tease each 

other with treats like chocolate chip cookies and crullers, 

just like real coffee hour – only the cups are bigger!                                             

            – Cindy Brookshire 

    It was great getting together with fellow members of 

St. Paul's to share our thoughts and how we are spending 

our days during this quarantine. Especially nice to see 

folks from both 8:00 and 11:00 services.                                                   

        – Pat Hovorka 

    We really enjoyed our virtual coffee hour.  It was great 

seeing everyone and speaking with all.  Enjoyed the 

laughs. We are looking forward to future weekly calls 

and hope more parishioners join during the next one.   

                      – Anita Carter 

    Roger and I joined coffee hour on Saturday with a few 

of St. Paul’s parishioners and Father Jim. It was very 

nice to see all, in the comfort of our homes. Hopefully 

next week we’ll have more people to join us. Stay well 

everyone.                       – Janine and Roger Sandstedt 

    It was great seeing our church family today during the 

new Virtual coffee hour. Had some laughs, some good 

information, and just great old fashioned fellowship. 

Looking forward to the next coffee hour and, more so, 

being able to worship God together in person at St. 

Paul’s Smithfield.                            – Billy Carter   

The Zoom link is listed in the Thursday email blast, and 
the link will remain the same throughout May. We hope 

you will join us for some fellowship and fun! 

 

 

    St. Paul’s reminds you that we have plenty of spaces 

available for purchase in The Labyrinth Memorial Garden 

for anyone interested in doing some pre-planning. Single 

markers start at $500 and double markers start at $700, 

payable in 1-3 installments. There is an extra $100/person 

fee to add names and dates of birth ahead of time (if this 

option is used, the purchaser can choose now where to 

have the marker placed in the garden).  

    Contracts and registration forms are available in the 

Church Office.  Any member of the Labyrinth Memorial 

Committee can help with the registration process. Mem-

bers of the committee are: Gene Johnson and Sammy 

Smith (2021), Linda Beckett and John Branch (2022), 

Linda Armstrong and Kay Hewitt (2023), and the Rector 

(ex officio). 

Courtyard Memorial Garden 

    Our Courtyard Memorial Garden (between the Office 

Entrance and Lawrence Hall) is available for interment of 

ashes. Plans for the renovation of the space are in process, 

although the Stay-at-Home directives from the Diocese 

and the State have put all work on hold.  We received a 

$3,000.00 gift earlier this year for the necessary improve-

ments (replenishing dying plants and refurbishing of the 

garden benches). 

    There is no cost for space in the garden, though there is 

a fee for a name plate on the garden wall (currently the 

cost runs about $190.00). Spaces are not purchased in the 

Courtyard Memorial Garden, so no individual statues, arti-

ficial flowers or flags are allowed. Smaller plants honor-

ing a loved one may be placed in the garden only in con-

sultation with the Memorial Garden Committee. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Upcoming Dates to Remember 

May 02     Coffee Hour on Zoom, 11:00 am  

May 06     Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

May 07     Online Clergy Conference 

May 08     Online Clergy Conference (morning)  

May 08     Online Lay Leader Conference 

May 09     Coffee Hour on Zoom, 11:00 am  

May 13     Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

May 16     Coffee Hour on Zoom, 11:00 am 

May 19     Finance, 6:00 pm (online) 

May 20     Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

May 21     Ascension Day Service online, 12:00 pm 

May 23     Coffee Hour on Zoom, 11:00 am 

May 26     Vestry, 7:00 pm (online) 

May 27     Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

May 31     The Feast of Pentecost  

Sunday Schedule 

 

At least through May 24: 

 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist online 

 

 

Easter at St. Paul’s 

     


