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     July 2020 

“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

     At the time of this writing in late June, our timing for reo-
pening with reduced participants in unsure. We know for sure 
it will not be in early July, and could be sometime in Au-

gust.  The Vestry and Rector will make a final decision de-
pending on Diocesan Guidelines and our ability to create a 
safe means for a limited number of people to worship togeth-

er in person.  

    Here are some of the guidelines we will most likely insti-
tute, in conjunction with guidance from our Bishops as well 
as clergy and lay leaders (including medical personnel) work-
ing to make reopening safely a possibility for the members of 
our many congregations, as well as the communities into 

which we all disperse after our time together in worship. 

♦ Our numbers will be limited to 25 people in any given 
space at one time, as long as the participants can be seat-
ed at least six feet away from one another (families that 
have sheltered in the same space will be able to sit next to 
each other). This total includes the Rector, Music Direc-

tor, Acolyte, and Ushers. 

♦ The number 25 is a maximum and is not negotiable. We 

can have fewer than 25 people in the space, but not more. 

♦ We can also livestream to Lawrence Hall and have up to 
25 people present in that room as long as everyone is 

seated as stated above. 

♦ Attendance will be determined by members making a 
reservation using Sign Up Genius. A reservation team 
will call anyone who we know does not use the internet 

in order to assist them with signing up.  

♦ If we have more requests than we are able to accommo-
date on a given Sunday, we will give those people       

priority on the following Sunday. 

♦ Our Logistics Committee will create assigned seating 
based on RSVPs for each Sunday. This is due to differ-
ences in family sizes and the need to keep six feet of dis-

tance between members of different households. 

♦ Ushers will direct parishioners to their assigned seats, 
asking everyone to pay attention to the markers every    

six feet down the aisle. 

♦ We will continue with one service until we get our pro-
cess working smoothly. It should be noted that timely 
disinfecting of space between services is a major con-

cern. 

 Plans Underway to Work Toward a Reopening at Reduced Numbers 

From the Reopening Committee: 
♦ Signage will be present listing COVID-19 symp-

toms. Parishioners will be asked if they are aware  

of any symptoms before they enter the church. 

♦ All in attendance will be required to wear a mask 
throughout the service. If wearing a mask is medi-
cally impossible for anyone, she or he should stay 
home and watch the service online. Masks are worn 
to protect the most vulnerable among us, and the 

best scientific data shows they make a difference. 

♦ Parishioners will be asked to bring their own Books 
of Common Prayer if they have them. We will have 
a check-out system for pew books. All copies of the 

BCP and Hymnal will be removed from pews. 

♦ We will not pass the peace physically. A bow or a 
nod must suffice. A bow, in fact, might be the best 

way of honoring the image of God in one another. 

♦ If we are able to offer Holy Communion, it will be 
in one kind (bread).  We will create a plan for com-
ing forward to receive. If this is the case, Commun-
ion would be offered at stations at both the altar and 
in Lawrence Hall with a Lay Eucharistic Minister 

assisting the priest. 

♦ The Diocese is still considering ways to safely ad-
minister Holy Communion, which means this option 

may begin later in the reopening phase. 

♦ Parishioners will be required to enter and exit the 
church, keeping six feet between one another unless 

from the same household. 

♦ The Rector will greet people going out but keep six 

feet away from each person. 

♦ Please remember: if you are closer than 6 feet from 
an infected person for more than 10 minutes, you 
should consider yourself exposed and probably in-
fected. In fact, six feet is a minimal amount of dis-

tance.  

♦ Parishioners in high risk categories will be encour-

aged to stay home and watch the service online. 

    We appreciate deeply the sacrifices everyone has 
made during this time of pandemic. Our hope is to offer 
in-person worship only when we can deem it is reasona-
bly safe—realizing that we cannot be 100% sure at any 

given moment. 
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Outreach and Justice Committee… and more... 

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
July 2020 

“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 

    The Committee sent $1,730.00 to the FLAG collection 
which bought and delivered meals to Smithfield and Clayton 
front line workers; hospital staffs at both local hospitals, EMS 
and 911 dispatchers. We continue collecting funds for our 
"Feed the Pig" project.  Once we resume in-person services, 
we will send those funds to Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment to purchase a goat or two, seeds to plant and clean water 

for impoverished persons. 

    The Vestry Could be a Circus Act! 

    When I look at our St. Paul’s Vestry 
today, I see a very gifted group of jug-
glers. And now, more than ever before, I 
am sure that is just what is needed. 
    For weeks now, we have been working 
to define everything the church needs to 
reopen its doors to worship. As pointed 
out in Father Jim’s messaging, the re-

opening committee, composed of present and past vestry 
members, is meeting on a regular basis and striving to 
stay in compliance with both rules announced by the dio-
cese and with statewide guidelines. On the other hand, we 
are balancing that effort with the need to make our pre-
sent situation, virtual services, as meaningful and accessi-
ble as possible.  

    Now we are beginning another important journey. On 

one hand, we are relishing our remaining time with Fa-

ther Jim. We are all thinking of ways we can show our 

rector how much we appreciate his leadership. On the 

other hand, we are taking steps to explore what comes 

next. Our Vestry participated in a two-hour Zoom call on 

Monday, June 29 with Bishop Sam Rodman and Canon 

Catherine Massey. We reviewed documents, explored our 

options for moving forward, and asked questions to better 

understand how to proceed. We discussed how important 

it is to be transparent throughout the process. After all, 

the church Vestry is but an extension representing every 

member of the congregation. And, our church is strong 

and able to juggle without dropping the ball.   
 

Food Pantry and My Kid’s Club 

    During the pandemic, we are not receiving Food Pantry 
items at St. Paul’s. That doesn’t mean the Food Closet at 
Centenary United Methodist Church is closed. They are 
struggling to keep up with the needs created by corona-
virus fallout. Please check with Centenary for times that 
canned goods and other staples can be dropped off (919-

934-2333). Another option is to drop off bags of canned 
goods by the door of the covered entrance to First Presby-

terian Church.  

From Meg Scovil, Board of Directors, My Kid’s Club: 

    THANK YOU all for your snack contributions to MY 
KID’S CLUB!! The Selma venue plans to reopen (40 chil-
dren) July 1 for a summer session until the Mid-August 
School opening. Children from Selma and Smithfield 
clubs were given first choice. The children will appreciate 
these snacks: fruit, lower sugar or sodium items, water as 
before. You may place snacks in the container in the hall-

way near the church Kitchen. 

Diocesan Convention Delegates 
Election to take place at the July Vestry Meeting 

     

Each year, St. Paul’s sends three delegates, along with the 
Rector, to Diocesan Convention in November. We’re still 
not sure what Convention will look like in 2020 due to the 
pandemic. It could be an online gathering (not a conven-

tion), a one-day convention, or less likely, a two-day event. 

    The newly elected delegates will serve three-year terms 
each. Email and Zoom capabilities are important! Please let 
the Rector or Sr. Warden know if you would like to be con-
sidered for election. You must be an adult, confirmed mem-
ber of St. Paul’s in good standing to serve. The election will 

take place at the July Vestry meeting. 



News and Notes... 
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2020 
 

Last Week 6/28/20                  Year to Date  

               1/1/2020 –6/30/20  

Pledge Payments        $1840.00     Pl. Payments   $123,463.00 

Weekly Pledge Target $4971.15      Pledge Budget $129,249.90 

Our Survey Says… 

    Our Reopening Committee consists of: Joyce Kilpat-
rick-Jordan (Sr. Warden), Tom Stevens (Vestry), Curtis 

Brookshire, Mike Weathers and the Rector. 

    One of the tasks undertaken by the committee was the 
Reopening Survey that was sent out via email in early 
June (with hard copies going to those who do not use 
email). We are holding off on our full summary due to 
issues with our survey tool and unexpected costs. We 

have been able to view our first forty-six responses. 

• 41.3 % are ready to come back to church in person 
when allowed following Diocesan Guidelines. 15.2% 
want to wait and see, 13.0% said it would be a while, 
and 28.2% say age and health make returning inad-

visable until the danger of coronavirus is past. 

• 73.9% of the first 40 respondents have participated 
in all or most of our online offerings. 10.8% have not 

participated at all (with 2 comments re: no internet). 

    ******** 

    St. Paul’s will host an in-person tutorial on Zoom 

and Facebook live from 3-5 pm on Thursday, July 9. 

Contact Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan to participate.  

    We will also offer checkout service for Books of 

Common Prayer if you need one to use at home. Once 

we reintroduce in-person worship, members will be 

asked to bring a personal copy of the BCP from home 

to use in the service. 

June Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for June: 

♦ The Vestry officially gave consent to the Rector’s re-

tirement effective September 1. 

♦ Received a report that the Rector’s last Sunday will 

be August 16. Plans are in place for  supply clergy 
for the last two Sundays in August as well as clergy 

coverage for emergency needs. 

♦ Received the Finance Committee report through the 

end of May. Pledges were about $6,000.00 under 

budget for the month of May and $14,000.00 below 

budget for the year. Total income through May is 

$18,000.00 below budget. 

♦ Expenses were $3,700.00 below budget for May and 

$9,100.00 below budget for the year. The difference 

between actual income and actual expenses is down 

almost $8,800.00 for the year.  

♦ Received a report from the Reopening Committee, 
much of which can be found on Page 1 of this news- 

letter as well as in the column to the left. 

♦ Approved using up to $3,000.00 for expenditures relat-
ed to reopening. Money is to come from a prior-year 
gift to St. Paul’s rather than from the budget. Costs in-
clude: disinfectant, sprayers, signage, frames for signs, 
a more effective router for online services and other 

unforeseen expenses. 

♦ Reported on the need for two new delegates to Dioce-
san Convention to be elected at the July meeting. See 

Page 4 for details. 

♦ Agreed to host Kiwanis Club meetings beginning in 
September or as Diocesan guidelines allow. Tom     

Stevens to act as point person for the group. 

♦ The Vestry will make another round of parish phone 
calls following the publication of this newsletter to an-

swer questions about reopening. 

Offering Thanksgiving For  

Video and Sound Equipment    
    

                Our deepest thanksgiving to our anonymous donor  
for the hardware that has allowed us to livestream our 
worship services from the Chancel. The gift was origi-
nally given to help us have overflow capacity for signifi-
cant events in the life of St. Paul’s.  
    At the time of the gift, no one would have dreamed 
that the Church throughout the country would be so de-
pendent on video streaming for weekly worship. Prior to 
our upgrades in 2019, any form of online streaming 
would have been impossible. Thank you for helping us 
be Church in the midst of all our physical distancing! 
    As the pandemic continues, we will try to continue 
upgrading capabilities where needed. Once we’re back in 
church together again, we will continue to livestream 
Sunday services, which means this gift will continue to 
bless us. 
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Pentecost At Home... 

Pentecost Celebrations at Home 

Clockwise from above: Lloyd and Ruth Strickland 

with their great-granddaughter, Anita and Billy 

Carter in their Mudcats red, the Carters’ front 

door, Sherrill and Mike Weathers’ Pentecost      

Garden, and the Carters’ home altar for Pentecost. 



Pentecost at Home... 
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Clockwise from top left: The 

Rector ready for Pentecost, 

his mask (by Sheila Stafford), 

along with flaming socks and 

shoes, Curtis Brookshire with 

his Pentecost Pancakes, Betty 

O’Brien, Sheila Stafford’s ba-

nana Apostles with strawber-

ry tongues of fire, Frank 

O’Brien, Cindy Brookshire 

sporting her Pentecost Para-

sol, and Leslie Dinnsen Smith 

(Center) 
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Wearing a Mask is Pastoral Care... 

Wearing a Mask is Loving Our Neighbor! 

 Julia and Allison Elsee         Megan, Jeremy, Ivan, & Miranda Shaner    Cindy &Curtis Brookshire 

      Ken Ferguson            Bert and Leslie Smith                                          Sue Ferguson 

              Jim Melnyk       Lorraine Ljunggren and Little Tiny Girl Bear 



Wearing a Mask is showing our Love... 

Page 7 

 

               Isaac Scarboro         Rachel and Hannah Scarboro                 Jacob Scarboro  

   Chris Scarboro         Jessica Scarboro                                            Trisha Faulconer 

 Bob Weathers    Sheri Weathers             Daniel Robayo 

            San José 
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Wearing a Mask is Pastoral Care... 

 

 Reopening Committee: Jim Melnyk, Tom Stevens,       Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan   

                   Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan, Curtis Brookshire  

                         (Taking the picture: Mike Weathers)                

               Anita and Billy Carter            John Drymon 

           Bishop Sam Rodman 

         Lance Armstrong 

    

        Theressa Rose 

         Anne Beach 



Wearing a Mask is showing our Love... 
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     Sarge Weathers doing his part!        Mule Days Mule-Fun from the office  

                              of Jim Levinson   

        Sherrill and Mike Weathers                   Anna Jane and Nancy Gibbs     The Rector going 

                                                                                                             Van Gogh Style 

          Debby Jenkins 
          Cissie Wellons              Kay Hewitt 
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St Paul's  

Episcopal Church 

July 2020 
 

TO KNOW CHRIST AND    
TO MAKE CHRIST KNOWN 



If you don’t have internet access and would like to contribute 

a recipe, please use this form to submit your recipe. 

 

Until further notice, if not submitting your recipe(s) online, PLEASE send your completed form(s) by mail to St. Paul’s,             
218 S. Second St, Smithfield, NC 27577, or you may drop them through the mail slot at the office entry door.                              

All recipes must have a name on them, please. 

 

Recipe Entry Form 

 Please print clearly. 

  Contributor:  ________________________________________ 

  Recipe Title:  ________________________________________ 

Select Category: (Select one) 

____ Appetizers & Beverages           ____ Main Courses: Beef, Pork & Lamb 

____ Bread & Muffins            ____ Vegetables & Vegetarian Dishes 

____ Soups, Stews, Salads & Sauces           ____ Desserts, Pies, Cakes & Cookies 

____ Main Courses: Seafood, Poultry, Pasta & Casseroles        ____ Miscellaneous 

 

Ingredients: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Directions: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Recipe Notes: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 

Jul 01   Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Jul 08   Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Jul 11    Saturday Coffee Hour online, 11:00 am 

Jul 15      Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Jul 21    Finance online, 6:00 pm  

Jul 22      Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Jul 25    Saturday Coffee Hour online, 11:00 am 

Jul 28    Vestry online, 7:00 pm   

Jul 29      Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Sunday Schedule 

 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist online 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Sunday Worship Through June 28 

    Our Zoom link for Sunday-morning worship will be 
posted in our weekly email blast and bulletin. We will not 
post the link outside parish news due to recent problems 

with hackers. 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. Paul’s 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-
Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995  .     
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about add-

ing an account. 

    See our weekly email blast for the Zoom link for our 

Saturday Morning Zoom Coffee Hours. 

     

Plans continue for a St. 
Paul’s Cookbook. To 
submit a recipe(s) 
online go to https://

www.typensave.com.  Enter the login: stpaulsecw and 

password: pickle213 

    To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the     
form on the previous page and mail to St. Paul’s, or 
drop it through the mail slot on the Office entry door. 

You  may copy the form for additional submissions. 

~ Pat Hovorka, President 

Stay On Top of the Process! 

    If you would like to see up-to-date information from 
the Diocese regarding reopening plans, visit the Dioce-

san website: https://www.episdionc.org/coronavirus/ 

    Another way to stay on top of Diocesan news is to 

subscribe to Please Note—a weekly Diocesan email: 

https://www.episdionc.org/please-note/ 


