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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

The Story Continues 

Blessings on the Journey 

    The story is told of an old Navajo 
woman who sits silently at her loom 
weaving as the generations before her 
had done. She has spent a lifetime 
working her loom, and she carries out 
her work without a second thought. Her 

mind travels elsewhere while her fingers dance with the yarn, 
creating a sacred rug pattern as she weaves. As images in her 
heart and mind find a place on the rug, they also carry her 

thoughts into a daydream. 

    “Our lives are like this rug. We are formed by the Cosmic 
Woman who makes this world on her loom. Each of us be-
comes as she weaves us into her Earth Rug. The various col-
ors and textures interrelate to tell the stories of our lives and 
of this world. Each of us has a place. Each of us contributes 

to the whole. Nothing is unintended. All have a purpose.” 

    When the woman awakens from her daydream, she discov-
ers the Cosmic Woman’s Earth Rug story has been woven 
into her rug. Her rug tells the story of her people and their 
history, and she realizes that her story is but a part of the 
greater story of Creation. (This story is taken from one of the 
old Common Lessons in the Education For Ministry program 

out of Sewanee.) 

    This is our story as well, my friends. Perhaps by chance, 
but more likely by God’s grace, our lives have shared a place 
on the Earth Rug. Being a part of the life of St. Paul’s has 
been an incredible blessing in my life. You have touched my 
life in so many ways over the past decade. It is one of the 
dangers of ordained ministry – knowing that people will 
make such a difference in one’s life – that relationships and 
friendships will be forged and then changed, though hopeful-

ly not soon forgotten. 

     And although our ministry paths move us in different di-
rections, and for a season will not be in touch with one anoth-
er, we still remain a part of one another. The images are ever-
changing, and we will be moving apart from one another, but 

those images, and our lives, are still a part of the same rug. 

     

 Plans Underway to Work Toward a Reopening at Reduced Numbers 

From the Rector: 

These past years – nearly ten, if you can believe it – 
have been a time of growth for me, and hopefully a time 
of growth for each of you. We’ve done some wonderful 
things together over the years, whether sitting in a wait-
ing room together, studying the Scriptures with one an-
other on a Monday night or Wednesday morning, shar-
ing the Body and Blood of our Lord with one another, 
walking the labyrinth together, or pounding nails side-

by-side at a Habitat House here in Johnston County. 

    As St. Paul's prepares to shift into a new program 
year, may each of you experience the amazing truth of 
God With Us – Emmanuel. And may you each know 
that I am thankful beyond measure for my time at St. 
Paul’s, and I am an immeasurably better person for 
knowing your love. May God’s richest blessings sur-

round and uplift you in the days ahead. 

Love, Jim+  

New Editors for Newsletter 

    Over the last nine and a half years, I have enjoyed 
editing The St. Paul’s Epistle (with a couple of short 
breaks here and there during sabbatical time). The 
newsletter has changed since the two-page spread we 
had during the transition leading up to my arrival. 
Thank you for always being helpful in getting news to 

me for each edition over the years. 

    Theressa Rose and Pat Hovorka have agreed to take 
on the ministry of preparing the newsletter, beginning 
with this August edition. I am deeply grateful to them 
for their willingness to serve everyone at St. Paul’s in 
this fashion. My request (and prayer) is that the leader-
ship of our many ministries at St. Paul’s will help 
Theressa and Pat disseminate the news of the parish in a 
timely fashion. Please keep them up to date on all the 

happenings in your committees. 

Faithfully, Jim+ 
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Outreach and Justice Committee… and more... 

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
August 2020 

“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee has continued to 
make donations to our budget destinations even though we 
are not physically meeting now.  We have written checks to 
our community Food Pantry, Harbor, Episcopal Farmworker 
Ministry, Smithfield Rescue Mission, Community and Senior 
Services of Johnston County, and the Serve the Need in John-
ston County program. Camp Hugs is cancelled for 2020.  We 
will continue collecting financial donations to “Feed the Pig.”  
When we once again can gather together, we will send Feed 
the Pig donations to purchase a complete care package for the 
Episcopal Relief and Development “Gifts for Life” program.  

Your continued financial support is very much appreciated. 

    Hurry Up and Wait! 

I do not think I am alone when I relay my 
recent feeling of “hurry up and wait.” The 
phrase can be used to explain how we 
sometimes rush to prepare (often im-
portant things), then spend even a greater 
amount of time waiting to implement 

what we have prepared. 

For members of the St. Paul’s “Church 
Reopening Committee,” this is certainly true. When the 
committee was formed, we expected to have only a short 
time to prepare for a safe reopening. We studied docu-
ments, discussed options and developed a detailed plan. 
After implementing many of the ideas, we discovered the 
next phase of Reopening was put on hold. So we “hurry 

up and wait.”  

   I have compiled and reviewed the results of the church 
surveys received to date. Some in our congregation are 
anxious to move forward, to greet friends in person, even 
at a distance and masked. We are all growing anxious to 

move back toward a more normal way of life. 

   However, for now, 2/3 of our congregation do not feel 
comfortable worshipping in person, because of health 
concerns or general fear of COVID-19. Many responded 
they’d rather wait to see how things went before return-

ing. They have prepared, only to “hurry up and wait.”  

   Below are a couple of survey results that you might find in-

teresting or informative: 

When asked “Which of the following best describes your atti-

tude for returning to in-person worship at the church?” 

23 people (29%) responded they wanted to return to in-person 

worship at church, while adhering to established guidelines  

18 people (18%) responded they would wait and see how 

things go before attending in-person worship 

12 people (15%) responded it might be quite a while before 
they return to in-person worship due to concerns around 

COVID-19 

3 people (4%) responded they enjoy online worship and have 

no urgency to return in person 

22 people (28%) responded their age/physical condition makes 

it unadvisable to return until all danger has passed. 

When asked “How do you presently feel about attending an 

online class on Sunday mornings beginning in the fall? 

25 people (35%) were interested 

47 people (65%) were neutral or had no interest 

Our Reopening Committee: Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan (Sr. War-
den), Tom Stevens (Vestry), Curtis Brookshire, Mike Weathers 

and the Rector.              ~ Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan, Sr. Warden 

Food Pantry  

    The Smithfield Area Ministries community Food Closet, 
located at Centenary United Methodist Church, is open! The 
Food Closet is struggling to keep up with needs created by 
Coronavirus fallout. Please contact Centenary for times that 
canned goods and other staples can be dropped off (919-934-

2333). Another option to help provide nutritious food is to 
drop off bags of canned goods by the door of the covered 

entrance to First Presbyterian Church.  

My Kid’s Club 

    Children in My Kid’s Club programs will appreciate these 
snacks: fruit, lower sugar or sodium items, water as before. 
Place snacks in the My Kid’s Club container outside the 

Church Street door to the office hallway.  



News and Notes... 
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2020 
 

Last Week 7/26/20                  Year to Date  

               1/1/2020 –7/28/20  

Pledge Payments        $1800.00     Pl. Payments   $137,549.00 

Weekly Pledge Target $4971.15      Pledge Budget $149,134.50 

 

 

 

 

August Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for August: 

• Received the Finance Committee report through the 
end of July.  Pledges for the month were above budget. 
Pledges for the year are below budget by around 

$6,000. 

• Expenses were below budget by around $1,000.00. 

• Received a report from the Reopening Committee that 
plans are in place and ready for engagement upon ap-
proval from Diocese to begin Phase 2 (maximum of 25 

people). 

• Elected Bill Jordan and Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan as  
delegates to Diocesan Convention. Affirmed Linda 
Beckett’s third year as a delegate. Elected Theressa 

Rose as alternate delegate. 

• Received a report on plans to permanently livestream 

services. 

• Received a report that we are in need of a Chairperson 

for the Stewardship Committee. 

• Vestry received a report that the current cleaning con-
tract is up for renewal in mid-September. Vestry voted 
to terminate that contract and solicit bids from other 

cleaning services. 

 

Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Human-
ity brings people together to build homes, communities, 
and hope. Their vision is a world where everyone has a 
decent place to live. Motivated by the belief that each of 
us is called to “act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with our God”, Habitat Wake seeks to be a partner and a 
catalyst in building communities where everyone has an 

opportunity to thrive. 

 

Are you feeling the call to be our new St. Paul’s contact 
person for Habitat for Humanity? The contact person 
would be made aware of building opportunities, recruit 
builders and other volunteers from the congregation, and 
keep the Vestry & Outreach and Social Justice Committee 
up to date. Please contact the Church Office if you are 

interested. 

 

Habitat seeks to eliminate poverty housing and homeless-
ness from the world, and to make decent shelter a matter 

of conscience and action. 

 

https: www.habitatwake.org/johnston-county-faith-builds 
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Plans for August 16th Service & more... 

Dear Friends,  

    As we move into August and health markers are not 
declining as we all have hoped, we realize that our final 
service together will be online. We are working to make 
it special. We are finding new ways to incorporate some 
music into our service through Zoom, and we hope to be 
well-versed in those aspects before this final service 
together. Canon David Sellery and  Padre Daniel 
Robayo will be with us from the Diocese. Bishop Sam 
had anticipated being with us but will have to be out of 

state that weekend to lead a family funeral. 

    Throughout the pandemic, we have been offering the 
Liturgy of the Word along with the Spiritual Reception 
of Holy Communion. It had been my commitment to 
not celebrate Holy Eucharist until at least a number of 
us could be together in person. That said, I am planning 
to celebrate Holy Eucharist on August 16 for two rea-
sons. The sacrament of the Body and Blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ has been a central part of my personal piety 
throughout my ordained ministry, and it has been cen-
tral to our worship together for more than nine and a 
half years. It has been the central aspect of worship for 

most of you as well. 

    It would be deeply meaningful for me to celebrate in 
our sacred space one last time, and I would like to leave 
you, the people of St. Paul’s, with the memory of that 

meaningful aspect of our ministry together. 

    My prayer for all of us is that the work of the scien-
tists and medical professionals will make significant 
breakthroughs in the near future allowing you to return 

to the sacred space that is so important to all of us.     

God’s peace, Jim+ 

 

The Thing About Stewardship 

     As we head into late summer, changes are happening, 
as we all know.  We’ve reached the end of an era at St. 
Paul’s as we celebrate Fr. Jim’s well-deserved retire-
ment.  On the other hand, Fr. Jim is leaving us!  Our 
church now embarks on a journey of transition and dis-
covery, as our leadership begins the search for a new 
Rector in a time of COVID restrictions.  Let’s remember 
that even though we still await the day when we can 
return to worship, even in limited numbers, St. Paul’s 
still needs our time, talents and treasure to meet our 
needs and those of our little slice of the world.  What 

can we do? 

    Time and Talent: Volunteer where we can.  Talk to 
one another.  We can call, email, social media and make 
some careful contact depending on situation.  We still 
crave contact to help maintain our sanity and mental 

balance in a time where things are still out of balance. 

    Of critical importance: Take time to listen!  As much 
as we’ve weathered events so far, new challenges await.  
Let’s listen to each other when we talk.  Watch for op-
portunities to help out at church as we continue to plan 
how to handle initial reopening when the Diocese de-
cides it’s safe to do so.  There are still opportunities to 

help neighbors in our communities. 

    Treasure: We all should have received our six-month 
pledge statements recently.  How are we doing?  If 
we’re keeping up, great!  If not and we have means, 
please do what we can to bring our pledges up to date.  
Some of us have, and again, that’s great!  If we can’t, 
for whatever reason, have we contacted the church    
office to update our status?  This is important.  Our lay 
leadership can adjust the budget to reflect what we can 

expect to take in for the rest of the year. 

Lastly, and most importantly - continue to worship. 
Tune in Sunday online, follow our habits of personal 
prayer and Bible study and, again, listen to what God is 

saying to us. 

 

Curtis Brookshire 

Stewardship Committee 



Faq’s for fr. jim... 
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     Over the past two months, I’ve been asked a few ques-
tions several times, so I figured it might be worth it to an-

swer those questions for everyone. 

    What are you going to do next?  To be honest, I don’t 
have a calendar laid out before me. My hope is to concen-
trate on four primary areas of self-care 
through the rest of 2020 and into the next 
year (and not necessarily in the order that 
follows). First, I’d like to work on my pho-
tography. I love playing around with my 
camera, and you’ve all seen at least one of 
my notecards I’ve had printed. I’d like to do 

more of that – and get better at it.  

 Second, I’d like to work on my personal faith. That’s 
something that is often challenging for people in fulltime 
ordained ministry. Administrative stuff always seems to 
take up too much time, and it’s often difficult to worship 
when one is trying to make sure everything goes according 
to plan. That has been especially true during the pandemic. 

I’d like to read more poetry and spend 
more time contemplating my relation-

ship with God.  

Third, and I know a lot of people 
say this, I think I have a fun idea for a 
book about a re-
tired Episcopal 
priest who ends up 
solving murder 

mysteries. I’d like to take a crack at 

that.  

Fourth, I’d like to rediscover  my golf 

game just for the fun of it. 

    Of course there are other things that will try to get in the 
way of what I’ve just written. We’re trying to declutter the 
house, and there are a load of projects from deck repair, to 
garden repair, to even painting waiting for attention – and 
hopefully the possibility of managing someone else doing 

the work (managing from a chair in the shade, anyone?). 

    So, are you going to do an interim at some time?  That’s 
definitely not on my dance card for any time in the near to 
moderately far-off future. I have told the Bishop that, after 
a few months, if someone in the Raleigh area is in a tight 
pinch for a Sunday, I’d consider doing a one-off supply to 
help out, but otherwise I am backing off to work on the 
points above for a while. Lorraine and I will enjoy wor-
shiping together from a pew (or during Phase 1 and later, 
Phase 2, from the couch or porch). I do not plan to flunk 

retirement!     

    Why now? Why not at the end of the year?  As I        
mentioned in my letter announcing my retirement, I came 
to this decision at the end of 2019. Actually, I was wres-
tling with it much of last fall. I spoke with the Bishop a 
couple of days before Christmas, and, as I rode home after 
Christmas Eve services last year, I knew in my heart that I 
needed to stop. In hindsight I wish I had made my an-
nouncement in January or February, but none of us knew a 
pandemic was around the corner. I had told the Bishop I 

would announce in May, which is what happened. 

    Of all the churches you’ve served over thirty-one years, 

which is your favorite?  Do you need to ask? St. Paul’s 

rocks! 

 

Love to all, Jim+ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 

Aug 05   Wednesday Bible Study online, 11:00 am 

Aug 08   Saturday Coffee Hour online, 11:00 am 

Aug 15   Farewell Parade, 10:00-11:00 am  

Aug 16   Fr. Jim’s Last Sunday 

Aug 18   Finance online, 6:00 pm  

Aug 22   Saturday Coffee Hour online, 11:00 am 

Aug 25   Vestry online, 7:00 pm   

 

Sunday Schedule 

 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist online 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Sunday Worship Through August 

    Our Zoom link for Sunday-morning worship will be 
posted in our weekly email blast and bulletin. We will not 
post the link outside parish news due to recent problems 

with hackers. 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. Paul’s 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-
Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995  .     
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about add-

ing an account. 

    See our weekly email blast for the Zoom link for our 

Saturday Morning Zoom Coffee Hours. 

     

Plans continue for a St. 
Paul’s Cookbook. To 
submit a recipe(s) 
online go to https://

www.typensave.com.  Enter the login: stpaulsecw and 

password: pickle213 

    To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the     
form on the previous page and mail to St. Paul’s, or 
drop it through the mail slot on the Office entry door. 

You  may copy the form for additional submissions. 

~ Pat Hovorka, President 

Stay On Top of the Process! 

    If you would like to see up-to-date information from 
the Diocese regarding reopening plans, visit the Dioce-

san website: https://www.episdionc.org/coronavirus/ 

    Another way to stay on top of Diocesan news is to 

subscribe to Please Note—a weekly Diocesan email: 

https://www.episdionc.org/please-note/ 


