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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

 

2020 is quickly passing by, and to some, it 

might feel as though we are simply sitting 

still. Let me be the first to assure you that 

your Vestry is working hard, preparing the 

way for church life to continue uninterrupted, 

even in these trying times.  

   The last few months of this year are packed with opportuni-

ties. During this time, we will be working with supply priests, 

interviewing and selecting an interim priest, forming a search 

committee that will be charged with finding a new permanent 

rector and identifying candidates to replace the three Vestry 

members that roll off this year.  We are already making pro-

gress on one front. Two candidates for interim priest have 

been submitted, and the vestry has scheduled times to inter-

view each of them. All these various tasks will occur as we 

wait for an opportunity to get back to a more normal worship 

service. It is almost mind-boggling. 

 The diocese has recently announced a move from 

Stage One to Stage One-B. If you have not noticed any dif-

ference in the way we conduct our services, you are not 

alone. The announced move only affects outdoor services, 

something we are not presently participating in. However, 

later in the year, once the weather is more forgiving, we will 

certainly take another look at the option.  

 And, most importantly, we continue to learn. Weekly 

diocese ZOOM calls are filled with church leaders asking 

questions and offering advice, a true effort to share infor-

mation.  On the calls are representatives from large churches 

and from small ones. Their goal is no different than the one 

we at St. Paul’s face every day. How can we best offer spir-

itual guidance and support to those that truly need it? Even 

with all the work we have on our plate, be assured your Ves-

try will continue to move forward with that one goal in mind.  

 

    

Faithfully,  

Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan, Sr. Warden 

 

 Plans Underway to Work Toward a Reopening at Reduced Numbers 

Time marches on... 

    There is an important Diocesan rule we need to bear 

in mind as we move into the transition period of calling 

a new Rector. Retiring Rectors must absent themselves 

from parish life following their last day. This period of 

abstention applies to Fr. Jim for one year after the new 

settled Rector is in place.  This includes all forms of 

social media, phone calls, and texts.  Following that one 

year, it is up to the settled Rector to invite any former 

clergy to be in contact or to be present in any way. 

 

   This is not an easy thing for us, or for our former Rec-

tor, to do because of the depth of meaning undergirding 

all our relationships. 

       

The rationale for this rule is to make room for our new 

Rector to put down their own roots at St. Paul's.  Be-

cause the spiritual ground is fertile, we believe this will 

take its natural course.  That person will be priest and 

pastor to each and everyone of us and will love us as Fr. 

Jim has loved us.  And when the time is right, we can 

once again build bridges with our former Rector. 

 

The Episcopal Church guidelines 

regarding transition period... 

Reminder…. 

The St. Paul’s Epistle  has two new editors: Pat 

Hovorka & Theressa Rose  Please remember to keep 

them informed regarding updates to the various min-

istries of St. Paul’s.   

Pat    phovorka17@gmail.com, (919) 351-0094 

Theressa songbirdnc36@aol.com, (919) 306-1643 
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Outreach and Justice Committee… and more... 

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
September 2020 
“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-

tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 

opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 

and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-

grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-

cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  

four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  

Contact information: 

Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 

The Outreach and Social Justice committee has continued to 

make donations to our budget destinations even though we 

are not physically meeting at this time.  Checks have been 

written to the Food Pantry, Harbor House, Episcopal Farm 

Workers, Smithfield Rescue Mission, Community and Senior 

Services, and the Johnston County Serve the Need program. 

We will continue collecting financial donations for the “Feed 

the Pig” project.  When we are once again able to congregate 

together, we will send any donations to purchase a complete 

care package for the “Gifts for Life” program.  Your contin-

ued financial support is very much appreciated. 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry  
    The Food Closet at Centenary United Methodist Church 

is not closed. They are struggling to keep up with the 

needs created by coronavirus fallout. Please check with 

Centenary for times that canned goods and other staples 

can be dropped off (919-934-2333). Another option is to 

drop off bags of canned goods by the door of the covered 

entrance to First Presbyterian Church.  

My Kid’s Club 

    The children will appreciate these snacks: fruit, lower 

sugar or sodium items, water as before. You may place 

snacks in the container in the hallway near the Church 

Kitchen. 

Many thanks to Mike & Sherrill Weathers (the technical 

souls of our Sunday morning worship) for the many hours 

of hard work to make our services available to all! 

Peace & Love, Father Jim & Lorraine! 



News and Notes... 
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2020 
 

Last Week                   Year to Date  

 8/23/20              1/1/2020 –8/26/20  

Pledge Payments        $  740.00     Pl. Payments   $178,586.13 

Weekly Pledge Target $4971.15      Pledge Budget $169,019.10 

     Stewardship  

in the Time of Pandemic 

 

By Eric Jackson, Stewardship Committee 

 

The last few months have been trying for all of us.  We are  

on edge. We are nervous about Covid, our jobs, our kids, 

our older family members. 

I am in the same mode. I am in a high-risk group and have 

health problems, so the last few months have been scary.  

But I have been able to get through these times with a sense 

that we will get through this and come out on the other side 

better and intact. 

These are a few things that have helped me cope: 

1. I have a great network that helps me.  A fellow parishion-

er and good friend picks me up once a week. We have cof-

fee and conversation. We then run my few errands, and I 

come home. This gets me out of the house, and I can have 

some socialization. 

2. I connect via phone, email, letters.  This lets me check on 

my friends and family. 

3. I try to give back.  Many of us are on fixed incomes so 

giving is hard, but the months I have a little extra, I give.  

There is a food box in Selma that I donate to. 

4. Have a contact person. I have a fellow parishioner who 

calls me weekly to check on me. I can rant and rave, 

scream, cry, giggle and in a few moments feel better. 

5. Pray and Meditate.  Find time to feed your soul, read the 

Daily Office, and read your Bible. Find time to thank the 

Lord for your blessings. 

This is what helps me. I hope you can find something in this 

that will help you. 

 

St. Paul’s will be in transition and we will all need to cling 

to each other. Pray for our Vestry, our staff, and each other 

as we begin a new phase of our parish life. 

 

Blessings to you all. 

 

 

September Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for August: 

♦ Received the Finance Committee report through the 

end of August. Pledge payments for the month were 

above budget. 

♦ Expenses were below budget. 

♦ Received a report from the Reopening Committee. 

♦ Received a report that the Diocese is now in Stage 1B 

and what that entails. 

♦ Received an update on plans to permanently 

livestream services including music. 

Looking for a new way to serve? 
 
St. Paul’s currently needs : 

  

 A Finance Committee Member 

 

 A Habitat for Humanity Liaison 

 

 New Rector Search Committee Members 

 

Please contact anyone on the Finance Committee or a 

Vestry Member should any of these service opportunities 

be of interest to you. 

 

 

“The best way to find yourself is to lose 

yourself in service to others.” 

-  Mahatma Gandhi 
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With thanksgiving & love... 

Dear Friends, 

    How can words ever describe my deep gratitude for 

your outreach of love and good wishes surrounding my 

last weekend at St. Paul’s? Lorraine and I are so thank-

ful for the many of you who came out on Saturday, Au-

gust 15 for our farewell parade. The signs, balloons, 

horn-tooting, and 

words of encourage-

ment and care brought 

tears to our eyes. 

Thank you to John 

Branch, Pat Hovorka, 

Joyce Kilpatrick-

Jordan, Bill Jordan, 

Theressa Rose, Sherrill 

Weathers and Mike 

Weathers for setting up 

the parade, keeping us 

in the shade, and keep-

ing everyone safe in 

this Covid reality. Thank you the Vestry for the goody 

bags that were handed out (and thanks to Theressa for 

the wonderful cookies in them). Thank you to the Ves-

try for organizing the video surprise and to Mike 

Weathers for filming everyone’s comments and putting 

together the thumb drive. More tears of love upon re-

turning home to watch the video. Thank you to Mike 

and Sherrill, Lance Armstrong, and Curtis Brookshire 

for the many hours of work put in over a two-week peri-

od to make our final Sunday together such a special ser-

vice. We were blessed to have The Rev. Canon David 

Sellery and The Rev. Daniel Robayo with us in the ser-

vice, and I was deeply thankful to have both Mike Hugo 

and John Drymon (our wonderful lay staff) with us as 

well that Sunday. 

    And finally, thank you also for the many cards and 

gifts from so many individuals. Your kind words and 

prayers will be treasured. Hopefully by now you’ve re-

ceived a more formal thank you in the mail. 

 

A Prayer As I Put On My Mask 

Creator,  

as I prepare to go into the world,  

help me to see the sacrament  

in the wearing of this cloth   - 

let it be “an outward sign 

of an inward grace”   - 

a tangible and visible way of living 

love for my neighbors, 

as I love myself. 

Christ, 

Since my lips will be covered, 

uncover my heart, 

that people would see my smile 

in the crinkles around my eyes. 

Since my voice may be muffled, 

help me to speak clearly, 

not only with my words, 

but with my actions. 

Holy Spirit, 

As the elastic touches my ears, 

Remind me to listen carefully   - 

and full of care   - 

to all those I meet. 

May this simple piece of cloth be 

shield and banner,  

and each breath that it holds, 

be filled with your love. 

In your name and 

in that love,  

I pray. 

May it be so. 

May it be so. 

 



Best practices... 
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    Dear Friends, 

    As August draws to a close, my tenure as Rector of this 

wonderful expression of the body of Christ comes to an end 

as well. Beginning September 1, my two emails associated 

with St. Paul’s (the “nc.rr.com” address as well as the 

“gmail” address) will be closed. As mentioned elsewhere in 

the newsletter, it is appropriate for me to absent myself 

from the life of St. Paul’s during your period of transition 

and the first year of your new Rector. This is in keeping 

with Best Practices as established by not only our Diocese, 

but the Episcopal Church as a whole.  

    The Sr. Warden and Office Manager will have my per-

sonal email address should they need to reach me for any-

thing necessary to the transition. While my home and cell 

phone numbers will not be changing, beginning September 

1st, I will unable to take calls or respond to texts, once 

again in keeping with Best Practices. This will allow you, 

my dear companions in Christ, to begin looking forward to 

the next part of your journey as the body of Christ.  

    I will hold each of you in my prayers as you continue to 

be Christ’s presence for the people of Johnston County. 

    Blessings now and always, Jim+ 

 



Snapshots from the parade... 

Tammy Rhodes and Sheri Weathers (Bob Weathers is driving!) 

Trisha Faulconer 

 

David & Jenny Wiley 

Lloyd & Ruthie Strickland 

     Helen & Allan Pegg 

                 Mildred & David Lockett 



Sharron Stewart 

                 Sheila Stafford  

     Ivan, Miranda, Jeremy & Megan Shaner 

                 John & Frankie Hobart 



Snapshots from the parade... 

 

                 Betty Smith          Sammy & Rhonda Smith 

Silas Sauls  & Rick Herndon 

           Sharon Waugh 

Julia & Allison Elsee 

Judy LaVista 

                 Gene & Myra Johnson 



Michael, Caroline & Sylvan Lang 

                 Jim & Ginger Levinson      Frank & Betty O’Brien 

Patsy Respess      Scott, Ashley, Isabelle & Willa Council 

    Lea Blankenship 



Snapshots from the parade... 

 

                 Carolyn & Mary Foy Ragsdale 

 

     Mike Hugo 

   Jane Ivey Johnson & Allen Wellons 

   Linda & Lance Armstrong 

Goody Bags!! 

                 Linda & Don Overby 



   Brian & Elizabeth Baker 

   Cindy & Curtis Brookshire 

   Darius Rose & Maggie Mae 

   Eric Jackson and James & Karen Coleman 

   Sue & Ken Ferguson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

 

    

Sept 15    Finance online, 6:00 pm (online) 

Sept 22    Vestry online, 7:00 pm  (online) 

 

Sunday Schedule 

 

11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist online 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Sunday Worship Through  

September 
    Our Zoom link for Sunday-morning worship will be 

posted in our weekly email blast and bulletin. We will not 

post the link outside parish news due to recent problems 

with hackers. 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. Paul’s 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-

Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995  .     

Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 

livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about add-

ing an account. 

     

     

Plans continue for a St. 

Paul’s Cookbook. To 

submit a recipe(s) 

online go to https://

www.typensave.com.  Enter the login: stpaulsecw and 

password: pickle213 

    To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the     

form inserted with your newsletter or emailed to you, 

mail it to St. Paul’s, or drop it through the mail slot on 

the Office entry door. You  may copy the form for ad-

ditional submissions. 

Stay On Top of the Process! 
    If you would like to see up-to-date information from 

the Diocese regarding reopening plans, visit the Dioce-

san website: https://www.episdionc.org/coronavirus/ 

    Another way to stay on top of Diocesan news is to 

subscribe to Please Note—a weekly Diocesan email: 

https://www.episdionc.org/please-note/ 


