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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

.   

AN ADVENT CONFESSION…and an invitation 

        I am (please pardon the language) an Advent nazi.  I try 

hard to minimize all things Christmas for the first 23 days of 

December.  Perhaps this isn’t surprising since I am a parish 

priest, charged with leading a parish through this liturgical 

season of Advent.  But, I was headed this way years before I 

was ordained.  I learned something of the beauty and holiness 

of Advent, and the amazing joy that comes on the 25th when 

I manage to stay in the season of Advent for most of the pre-

ceding 24 days, instead of starting the Christmas season at the 

beginning of the month.   
 

     Observing Advent, leaning into it, is profoundly counter-
cultural.  We are absolutely surrounded with the secular cele-
bration of Christmas, which has barely any relationship with 
the coming of the Christ Child, and which seems to start ear-
lier every year.  This year’s pandemic certainly changes the 
secular Christmas, with none of the usual holiday parties and 
likely fewer people out shopping, but it’s still easy to lose 
sight of what this season is all about.  And remember, Christ-
mas isn’t just a day; it’s a 12-day long season, so we can 
stretch out our celebration.  Consider stretching your holiday 
celebration over the whole 12 days this year--do Zoom calls 
with friends or family on the 2nd or 7th or 12th day of Christ-
mas, instead of all on December 25.    
 

     I work hard to stay quieter in Advent.  I try to make time 

to be still and be with God, time to contemplate again the 

amazing idea that God would even consider sending God’s 

son to live among us.  I delay lots of the “tasks” we feel we 

must do before Christmas—I find some of them, like writing 

Christmas cards, are even more pleasurable done during the 

12 days.  I don’t play Christmas CDs until the last few days 

of Advent (and then they play nonstop until January 6).   
 

     Please do not think that I’m advocating a full-fledged boy-

cott of traditional December merriment; I’m not.  What I am 

suggesting is that we try to approach these weeks of Advent 

with a renewed sense of awe and anticipation, not frenzy and 

exhaustion.  It doesn’t take much: the key is in being inten-

tional about observing Advent as a season separate from 

Christmas, not as a run-up to it.   
 

    A few years ago I stumbled upon a website called Advent 

Conspiracy.  Started by a small group of pastors,  Advent  

  

From the interim rector... 

 

 

Conspiracy (AC) encourages people to take a second—

and serious—look at what has happened to Christmas in 

our culture and to reclaim the seasons of Advent and 

Christmas and in the process change the world.  The AC 

rests on four principles: worship fully, spend less, give 

more, and love all. 
 

♦ Worship Fully:   It’s all about Jesus.  Waiting for  

him.  Celebrating his coming.  Make it a priority to 

worship him during Advent.  Read an Advent medi-

tation or a passage from the Bible each day (we’ll 

start Year One of the Daily Lectionary, p. 936 of the 

Book of Common Prayer, on the First Sunday of Ad-

vent, November 29).  Make an Advent wreath and 

use it for family/personal devotions each day.  Wor-

ship during the livestreamed service from St. Paul’s 

on Sunday mornings.  
 

♦ Spend Less:  From the AC website a few years 

ago: “Quick question for you: What was the one gift 

you remember getting for Christmas last year?  Next 

question: What about the fourth gift? Do you remem-

ber that one?  Truth is many of us don't because it 

wasn't something we necessarily wanted or needed.  

Spending Less isn't a call to stop giving gifts; it's a 

call to stop spending money on gifts we won't re-

member in less than a year.  America spends around 

$600 billion dollars during the Christmas season, and 

much of that is joyless and goes right onto a credit 

card.  By spending wisely on gifts, we free ourselves 

from the anxiety associated with debt so we can take 

in the season with a full heart.”   
 

♦ Give More:  This doesn’t contradict “Spend 
Less.”  Give like God did, like Jesus did:  give of 
yourself.  It’s not hard to spend money on a gift; giv-
ing of ourselves takes more.  Bake cookies.  Give 
promises to do something with or for a friend or rela-
tive: walking the dog, washing a car (or windows!), a 
dinner delivered upon request.  Time is arguably 
what is in shortest supply for many of us, and even 
before the pandemic, we all knew time spent with (or 
doing something for) friends and loved ones is far 

more valuable than anything we can giftwrap. 

(continued on page 2) 
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Outreach and Social Justice Committee…  

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
December 2020 
“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 

From the interim From the interim From the interim From the interim     

(continued from page 1) 

♦ Love All:   Jesus is the ultimate model: he made 
God’s love incarnate and available to all, especially 
those who didn’t know love, the poor, the lonely, the 
sick, the rejected, those on the margins.  Now it’s our 
turn.  Give one fewer gift and then give what you 
would have spent on it to someone who really needs it 
- or give monetary contributions in honor of a gift re-
cipient to an organization that makes a difference (see 
page 7 for some suggestions).  Advent Conspiracy has 
encouraged this sort of loving—and giving—and the 
result has been millions of dollars that have made big 

differences in peoples’ lives.   

     May yours be a rich and deep Advent, full of anticipa-
tion for the coming of the Christ Child.   

 

Advent blessings, 

Jill+ 

My Kid’s Club 

    The children still appreciate these snacks: fruit, lower 
sugar or sodium items, and water.  Meg Scovil will pick up 
donated items and deliver to The Club.  Should you wish 
to donate snacks, simply drop off your donated items on 
the bench outside the office door on Thursdays during the 
day.  Mike Hugo will then bring the donated items inside 
and place them on the bench in the hallway.  Mike will let 
Meg know if there is anything to pick up. Thank you for 

your continued support of this ministry. 

 

Many thanks to the generous folks of St. Paul’s 
who enabled our Outreach and Social Justice 
Committee to send a $2160 check to the  

Salvation Army’s Angel Tree program.  Thank 
you also to ECW for $800 from Souper Saturday, 
and to Brotherhood for $200, a total of $3160 (!) 
for Christmas gifts to ensure a happy holiday       

for our local children.  
We hope to have some new programs up and run-

ning in January and look forward to the day        
we can all meet together again in person. 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP          

AT ST. PAUL’S 

     We will be streaming our Christmas worship on 
December 24--stay tuned for more details.  Our mu-
sic director and interim rector are hard at work plan-
ning this service, which will include music by our 

Adult Choir and the Bell Choir.   

     If you’re looking for other Christmas worship op-
portunities, the Washington National Cathedral will 
live-stream a service of Lessons and Carols at 6 p.m. 
on December 23.  Their Christmas Eve service will 
be live-streamed at 8 p.m.  www.cathedral.org   Both 
services also should be available for viewing later on 
the cathedral’s website.  



News and Notes... 
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2020 
 

Last Week                       Year to Date  

11/22/2020              1/1/2020 – 11/25/2020  

Pledge Payments        $1430.00     Pl. Payments   $223,670.95 

Weekly Pledge Target $4971.15      Pledge Budget $228,672.90 

November Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for November: 

♦ Reflected on the many things for which we can be 
thankful, including finding all 64 crayons in the box 

(this from one of Jill+’s favorite books). 

♦ Received the Finance Committee report.  Revenue is 
below budget, but so were expenses.  We are in a   

positive position for the year.  

♦ Heard an update on stewardship commitments for 

2021. 

♦ Approved purchase of a new furnace to replace the 25-

year old one that is no longer functioning to heat the 

offices and classrooms.   

♦ Approved the lease of a new copier (the current lease 

is about to expire). 

♦ Discussed parish leadership for 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

At long last, the heavy rain damage to the Rectory has 

been repaired! A new roof has been installed, and there is 

now a completely new ceiling in one of the bedrooms   

that sustained the worst damage.  

And since we know, when it rains, it pours, just as ceiling 

repairs were being completed, the HVAC died! Thanks to 

Staling & Hines, a new system was installed in one day.  

Bravo to them! 

Christmas Poinsettias 

 

     Even though we are 
unable to worship in per-
son this Christmas, we’ll 
be decorating the church 
(after all, we want it to be 
appropriately festive for 
our online worship!).  
Your donations for poin-
settias make this possible.  
The form for dedications 
in memory or in honor of people dear to you is enclosed 
(page 8).  Please return it to the office with your check by 
Monday, December 14 so we can include your dedications 

in the Christmas bulletins.  

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED    

St. Paul’s Needs  St. Paul’s Needs  St. Paul’s Needs  St. Paul’s Needs  YOU!YOU!YOU!YOU!    

    

Thanks to all who have offered pledges of time and 

talent for 2021.  St. Paul’s has a couple specific 

needs of volunteers.  Might you have talents that 

can meet these needs? 

◊ Finance Committee needs a new member .  No  
particular financial expertise is needed, just a   
willingness to help keep our parish on solid      
financial footing.  Time commitment: one meeting 
a month on the third Tuesday at 6 p.m. (currently 

on Zoom). 

◊ Clerk of the Vestry.  Requires some attention to 
detail, ability to take notes at vestry meetings 
(usually once a month on the fourth Tuesday), and 
a few signatures on required documents.  Generous 
support and encouragement is always provided.  

Questions?  Talk to Anita Carter or Jill+ 

◊ President of ECW.  See the message from current 

President Pat Hovorka on page 5.  
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Staying connected... 

Labyrinth at St. Paul’s 

     The Labyrinth at St. Paul’s is always open to the public 
for meditation and walks. To extend that invitation as a 
form of outreach to the wider community, we list the laby-

rinth on the following digital links: 

Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/labyrinthsaintpaulssmithfield 

Instagram:  

www.instagram.com/labyrinthsaintpaulssmithfield 

Website: https://stpaulssmithfieldnc.org/labyrinth/ 

World Wide Labyrinth Locator:  

https://labyrinthlocator.com 

     The labyrinth’s digital caretakers are Billy Carter, 
Lance Armstrong and Cindy Brookshire. While we share 
our insights, everyone experiences the Labyrinth in their 
own way. If you have any photos or meditations you’d like 
to share on the Labyrinth links, send them to Billy Carter 

at notsmokin54@msn.com. 

 

Coronavirus Update 

     As you know, the Governor has limited in-person 
gatherings in our state to ten people, and while the state 
exempts religious institutions from this limit, our bish-
ops have directed parishes across the Diocese to limit   
in-person inside worship to ten so that we can keep one 
another safe and healthy.  For the foreseeable future, 
this means we will be live-streaming worship with only 

the worship team in the church.   

     We expect that in-person worship for up to 25 people 
may resume only when the rolling 14-day average test 
positivity is 6.5% or below.  Johnston County’s test pos-
itivity rate has been above that since mid-October (as I 
write this on Nov. 25, the rolling average for the county 
was 9.9%).  Realistically, I don’t expect we will be 
gathering for in-person worship this year.  Do know that 
St. Paul’s is ready to gather with up to 25 people (which 
means about 17 or 18 people plus the worship team) 

whenever we are given the word that we can do so. 

 

HUGE THANK YOU…... 

to Curtis Brookshire and Lance Armstrong for their 
behind the scenes technical assistance monitoring the 
online services. This allows St. Paul’s to have an un-

interrupted service.  

Please Note  -  The technical staff would also like to 
offer assistance to anyone who requires it for attend-
ing the online service on either Zoom and/or Face-

book. 

   Stay On Top of the Process! 

    If you would like to see up-to-date information from the 
Diocese regarding reopening plans, visit the Diocesan web-

site: https://www.episdionc.org/coronavirus/ 

    Another way to stay on top of Diocesan news is to sub-

scribe to Please Note—a weekly Diocesan email: 

https://www.episdionc.org/please-note/ 

 

END-OF-YEAR GIVING 

     To be included in your charitable giving for 2020, 

gifts to St. Paul’s need to be postmarked no later 

than Dec. 31 or received at the church by that date.  

We are grateful for your giving!  Thanks. 

ALTAR FLOWERS IN 2021 

     The new chart for altar flower donations is now 

up.  If there is a specific Sunday you would like to 

provide flowers for the altar, please sign up or call 

Mike in the office.  He will add your name to the 

chart.   



Upcoming events... 
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    The holidays are fast approaching… Thanksgiving is 
nearly here, and Christmas will arrive in just a month.  I 
hope everyone is taking this time to reflect on all the ways 
that our lives have been blessed and all that we have to be 

thankful for. 

    The ECW held their monthly meeting on Saturday, No-
vember 21.  After some thought and taking into account the 
busy schedules we all face during the upcoming holidays, 
we have decided to take a break in fundraising through the 
end of the year.  We are hoping to hold a Sidewalk Soup 
Sale in February 2021 with perhaps a bonus of offering 
some baked goods as well.  Further plans for this event  

will be discussed at our December and January meetings. 

    In the meantime, we will continue to work on our cook-
book project with plans for publication in the second half 
of next year.  We ask that you PLEASE continue to submit 
your recipes either by entering them directly online or by 
using the enclosed form.  We look forward to seeing reci-

pes from any and all who would like to contribute. 

    To submit a recipe(s) online go to:  

https://www.typensave.com.   

Enter the login: stpaulsecw and the password: pickle213 

To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the enclosed 
form, then mail to St. Paul’s or drop it through the mail slot 
on the office entry door.  Feel free to copy the form for  

additional submissions. 

     If you have any questions regarding the cookbook pro-
ject, please contact any of the following committee mem-
bers:  Nancy Gibbs (committee chair), Pat Hovorka, 
Theressa Rose, Kay Hewitt, Sherrill Weathers, and Jenny 

Batten-Wiley. 
 

    PLEASE NOTE:  My term as president of ECW will 
come to an end in January 2021.  I have enjoyed serving as 
president and am extremely grateful to everyone who has 
assisted me.  However, with the additional duties I have 
taken on over the past year at St. Paul’s, I feel it is time for 
me to step down.  Therefore, we are looking for nomina-
tions from anyone interested in leading our group.  Please 
keep in mind that you must check with the individual with 
whom you plan to nominate.  Announcement of nominees 

and voting will take place at our January 16, 2021 meeting. 

     Each month ECW members gather together for 

fellowship and to discuss ways in which we can assist 

those in need in our communities.  We invite all wom-

en of St. Paul’s to join us.  Please come and take part 

as we bring our projects to realization.  Your input is 

important, plus new and fresh ideas are always wel-

come. 

~ Pat Hovorka, President 

ANNUAL MEETING NOT  

HAPPENING IN DECEMBER  

    The restrictions on gathering during the pandemic 
make it impossible for us to come together for our 
annual parish meeting in December. And church by-
laws make it impossible for us to conduct elections for 
Vestry via a virtual gathering. We’re working on plans 
to share in early 2021 the information you usually re-
ceive at the annual meeting. Stay tuned! 

1000 DAYS OF LOVE -  

A CAMPAIGN THAT WILL  

MAKE A DIFFERENCE  

     Bishop Sam and Bishop Anne have invited everyone 
across the Diocese to join them in an Episcopal Relief and 
Development campaign that will change the lives of thou-
sands of children: 1000 Days of Love. The first 1000 days of 
children’s lives are critically important in their development, 
and between now and Epiphany (January 6), the bishops are 
encouraging every congregation to participate. The goal is for 
each parish to make a gift of $15 for every person who regu-
larly participates in Sunday worship. For St. Paul’s, that 
works out to a little less than $1500. We can do this! Make 
your check payable to St. Paul’s and note “1000 Days” on the 
memo line. And if we get to 80% of this goal ($1200), an 

anonymous donor will put us over the top with a gift of $300.  
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News and events 

 

Stewardship 

Corner 

      

    “You Can’t 

Out Give God” 

 

     

There is a gospel song that 
echoes this same notion that begins, “You can’t beat 
God giving, the more you give, the more God gives.”  
So, we cannot ever out give God!  I believe that there 
are incalculable ways that God gives and blesses us all 
the time.  I believe that He is always giving and bless-
ing in ways that we do not understand and know about 
and therefore may not acknowledge or appreciate.  In so 
many ways in our lives, day in and day out, God is giv-
ing.  It may be through human form or in unrecogniza-
ble ways that we simply do not attribute to God’s grace 
and giving.  Each of us probably has many life stories 
and experiences where we could talk about how we 
made it through a situation, but perhaps did not recog-

nize God’s hand in it.  

    There is a story about a young couple who wanted to 
tithe but had squandered their money.  While in church, 
the husband was quietly struggling with giving God the 
amount he felt he should give, but if he gave it, they 
would have no money.  He said that God told him to 
give, and he would essentially cover him.  On Sunday 
his parents invited them over for a big dinner knowing 
their circumstances.  His mother said now that you are 
here, I need to give you a wedding gift that someone 
brought to our house.  In an envelope was exactly three 
times the amount of money the couple had presented as 
their offering, knowing that when they did, they could 

not cover a bill. 

    While we perhaps cannot out give God, we can give 
for the work that still must be done.  Scripture has many 
stories and examples of how a little was turned into 

much when it was blessed by God. 

    Please join with us and prayerfully consider and 
make your pledge for the work of God’s church for the 

people of God. 

 

~ David Lockett, Stewardship Co-chair 

    From the Finance Committee 
 

     The Finance Committee met via Zoom on Tuesday 
evening, November 17.  All members were present. Rev. 
Jill Beimdiek gave the opening prayer.  Rev. Jill indicated 
that she had a dial tone on her office phone, as well as pri-
vate voice mail, indicating the new phone system has been 
installed. 
 

     The church's treasurer,  Lindy Faulconer, reviewed the 
year-to-date financial information. Year-to-date revenue 
was down about 6% at the end of October; however, the 
loss in revenue was more than offset by a reduction in ex-
penditures.  The largest major expenditure, outside of per-
sonnel, was for repairs at the rectory.  Lindy also reported 
that 42 pledges, or approximately 50%, have been returned 
to the office. 
  
     Rev. Jill presented two pie charts that give some visual 
insight into our annual expenses and to the age demo- 
graphics of our pledgers, broken out by 10-year age group-
ings.  She offered our closing benediction. 
 

The Finance Committee still needs an additional member.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Kendall, Chair  

DAILY ADVENT REFLECTIONS  

DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX  

    For the seventh year in a row, AdventWord will gather 
prayers via a global, online Advent calendar. Virginia The-
ological Seminary (VTS), in partnership with Forward 
Movement (publisher of Day by Day), is offering 27 daily 
meditations and images during this holy season beginning 
Sunday, November 29. During a year of disparate worship 
and communities of prayer, AdventWord offers a way to 
reflect and pause for the Advent season and await the birth 
of Christ. Gathering a worldwide community, AdventWord 
provides a daily meditation, visual image, and invites your 
personal reflections via social media to share your own Ad-
vent journey. Thousands have participated each year, re-
sponding to the words with photos, written responses, 
crafts, drawings, poems, found art, and Holy Spirit-filled 

posts.  

Sign up at www.adventword.org  
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    Sunday Worship Via Internet 

    Our Zoom link for Sunday-morning worship will be 
posted in our weekly email blast and bulletin. We will not 
post the link outside parish news due to recent problems 

with hackers. 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. Paul’s 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-
Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995  .     
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about add-

ing an account. 

     

ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS GIVING  

     Stumped about what to 
give someone for Christmas? 
Give a gift that makes a dif-
ference with a donation in 
honor of that hard-to-buy-for 
family member or friend. 

Here are some suggestions:  

 

Episcopal Relief and Development:  Their Gifts of Life 
catalog is online. You can give clean water to an individual 
for a gift of $35; a family can receive a goat (which can 
provide both nutrition and a source of income) for $85; $15 
can protect a family of four from mosquito-borne illnesses. 
ERD uses its financial gifts wisely; 86% of the funds re-
ceived go to programs (not administration or fundraising). 
www.episcopalrelief.org/gifts or mail to P.O. Box 7058, 

Merrifield, VA 22116-7058  

Food Bank of Eastern and Central NC:  Hunger is an 
increasing problem during the pandemic; an estimated 18% 
of our Johnston County neighbors are food insecure 
(meaning they don’t always know if they will have food for 
their next meal). Every $10 gift provides 100 meals. 
www.foodbankcenc.org or mail to 1924 Capital Blvd.,  

Raleigh 27604  

My Kid’s Club:  Help kids in our community grow in 
character and succeed in school. A nutritious afterschool 
snack makes a difference, and your gift of $30 can provide 
a LOT of snacks! www.mykidsclub.org or mail to P.O. 

Box 784, Selma 27576  

Habitat for Humanity of Wake and Johnston Counties: 

The pandemic is limiting the number of volunteer builders 
who can be on site, but houses are still being built near 
Clayton. Your gift of $25 can buy a kitchen sink; $50 a 
double-paned window; $100 a front door. 
www.habitatwake.org or mail to 2420 N. Raleigh Blvd., 

Raleigh 27604.  

Harbor Shelter of Johnston County:  Women and chil-
dren fleeing domestic violence sometimes arrive at Harbor 
with nothing but the clothes on their backs. Your gift of 
$25 can buy personal hygiene products for one of them. 
www.harborshelter.org or mail to P.O. Box 1903, Smith-

field 27577.  

Smithfield Area Ministries:  These folks feed our hungry 
neighbors! And, they can’t do it without financial support. 

Checks can be mailed to P.O. Box 1423, Smithfield 27577. 

Episcopal Farmworkers Ministry:  Their website 
says, “God knows they need our help. God knows we 
have it to give.”  EFwM is helping to make Christmas 
merrier for more than 400 children this year. 
www.episcopalfarmworkerministry.org or mail to 

2989 Easy Street, Dunn 28334  

Kids in Need of Desks:  This UNICEF project gets 
kids in Malawi off the dirt floor in their school and 
into desks. A gift of $110 provides a desk and benches 
for four to six students; $29 provides 1000 pencils for 
a whole school. And a gift of $177 pays to educate a 
girl for a whole year (tuition, room and board, school 
uniform, textbooks, and transportation). 
www.unicefusa.org or mail to 125 Maiden Lane, New 

York, NY 10038  

 

 

 

Daughters of the King, Mary Magdalen Chapter 

Invite you to participate in a Winter Solstice Labyrinth 

Walk By Candlelight 

 Monday, December 21, 5:00 pm to 5:30 pm 

at the Labyrinth at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

218 S. 2nd Street, Smithfield 



 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Upcoming Dates to Remember 

Dec. 15  Finance, 6:00 pm (online) 

Dec. 15  Vestry, 7:00 pm (in Lawrence Hall, socially   

   distanced with masks) 

Dec. 19   ECW, 10:00 am (in Lawrence Hall, socially   

   distanced with masks) 

Dec. 24   Church Office closes at 12 noon;                        
   Live-streamed Christmas Eve service (time        

   to be announced) 

Dec. 31   Deadline 4 pm for donations to be received for    

   2020 tax purposes 

Sunday Schedule 
 

11:00 a.m. Morning Prayer online 


