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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

  

St. paul’s Christmas 2020 

Many thanks to Billy & Anita Carter and to Dick & 
Jane Hawk for their help and decorating skills in the 

greening of the Church. St. Paul’s looked beautiful and 
festive for the celebration of the birth of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ! 
 

Thank you,  
                        Mike & Sherrill Weathers 

Photos provided 

by Anita Carter 
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Outreach and Social Justice Committee…  

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
January 2021 

“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 

My Kid’s Club 

    The children still appreciate these snacks: fruit, lower 
sugar or sodium items, and water.  Meg Scovil will pick up 
donated items and deliver to The Club.  Should you wish 
to donate snacks, simply drop off your donated items on 
the bench outside the office door on Thursdays during the 
day.  Mike Hugo will then bring the donated items inside 
and place them on the bench near the offices.  Mike will 
let Meg know if there is anything to pick up. Thank you 

for your continued support of this ministry. 

 

Outreach and Social Justice  

A Year in Review! 

 

    While the Outreach and Social Justice committee has 
not been able to meet as we do under normal circum-
stances,  we have continued to support ministries in our 
community and beyond. Because of your generous sup-

port we have:  

♦ Purchased a Complete Care Package through     

Episcopal Relief and Development 

♦ Donated to FLAG (Front Line Appreciation Group)  

♦ Donated to the Smithfield Food Pantry 

♦ Donated to Hats Galore for gloves and yarn for 

those in shelters 

♦ Contributed to Harbor House 

♦ Donated to the Episcopal Farm Workers Ministry 

♦ Contributed to the Smithfield Rescue Mission 

♦ Donated to Camp Courage 

♦ Contributed to Community & Senior Services of 

Johnston County 

♦ Donated to Serve the Need of Johnston County 

♦ Donated to the Food Bank of Central and Eastern 

NC 

♦ Contributed to My Kids Club 

♦ Donated to Habitat for Humanity of Wake/Johnston 

County 

♦ Supported the Salvation Army Angel Tree Project 

 

Thank you for all of your support in these endeavors. 
 



News and Notes... 
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2020 
 

Last Week                   Year to Date  

12/27/2020              1/1/2020 – 12/29/2020  

Pledge Payments        $1850.00     Pl. Payments   $235,900.45 

Weekly Pledge Target $4971.15      Pledge Budget $258,499.80 

December Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for December: 

♦ Received the Finance Committee report.  

♦ Expenses were below budget. 

♦ Elected Sonny Howard to the Finance Committee. 

♦ Decided to continue operating temporarily under the 2020 

budget since pledged revenue for 2021 is still lagging. 

♦ Discussed in-person worship options and decided not to 
offer the Eucharist with opportunities to receive after the   

11 a.m. service on December 27. 

♦ Elected two new vestry members and the wardens for 2021. 

FEAST OF OUR PATRONAL SAINT: 

Let’s Celebrate the Conversion of Paul! 

    The Church bids us to celebrate the conversion of 

Paul on Monday, the 25th of January.  It’s a good time 

for any parish named after Paul to celebrate, and it’s 

been WAY too long since we have celebrated at all. 

    Mark your calendar for a parish-wide Zoom gathering 

at 7 p.m. on January 24.  Plan to munch on a favorite 

dessert (since we can’t put those out on a table in     

Lawrence Hall) and sip your beverage of choice as we 

share news and enjoy fellowship together.   

Zoom Link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81795542887?
pwd=WVFIL1NaKzFqdU5vOG5KOVM5anV1Zz09 

Meeting ID: 817 9554 2887 

Passcode: 368020   

Find your local number:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/k9LnSilCe  

VESTRY AND WARDENS  

ELECTED 

    The election of new members of the Vestry could not 
happen in the usual way in December, since we could not 
gather in person for an Annual Meeting.  St. Paul’s By-

Laws also require that elections take place in person; there 

is no provision for absentee voting. 

    In the By-Laws there is a provision for the Vestry to fill 
positions that become empty.  In consultation with the   
Diocese, the continuing Vestry (not including those whose 
terms were ending at the end of the year) opted at their  
December meeting to elect Michael Weathers and Don 
Overby for three-year terms on the Vestry.  For now, the 

third open position will remain unfilled.    

    The Vestry also elected wardens for 2021 at the Decem-
ber meeting.  Theressa Rose will serve as Senior Warden 

and Lance Armstrong will serve as Junior Warden. 

    A donation to Episcopal Relief and Development’s 1000 
Days of Love campaign was made in thanksgiving for the 
service of retiring Vestry members Joyce Kilpatrick-

Jordan, John Branch, and Oliver Tolksdorf.  Jill+ also gave 
them olivewood crosses from Jerusalem as a token of ap-

preciation. 

INTERESTED IN BISHOP CURRY’S 

LATEST BOOK? 

 

    Our former diocesan bishop, now Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry, has written another fine book: Love is the 
Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times.  Bishop 
Curry has said on numerous occasions, “If it’s not about 
love, it’s not about God,” and this book is about both love 

and God.   

If you’re interested in reading this book and talking about 
it, let’s do a virtual book study, time TBD.  We’ll set up 
weekly gatherings on Zoom and ponder Bishop Curry’s 
wisdom and what we’re being called to do.  Let Jill+ 

know if you’re interested.   
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Staying connected... 

LABYRINTH 

     EPIPHANY WORSHIP 

   ON THE LABYRINTH 

 

    The Feast of the Epiphany is on January 6, the day after 
the twelve days of Christmas.  On that day, we remember 
the Magi visiting the Christ Child and bringing gifts of 
frankincense, incense, and myrrh.  Epiphany is also 
marked by light, for all of us who follow Jesus to carry the 

light of Christ into the world. 

    So, we’ll gather on the labyrinth for a 
candlelit walk between 5:15 and 5:35 
p.m., followed by brief prayers.  In the 
spirit of the gift-giving of the Magi, 
please bring three cans or containers of 
non-perishable food to help the hungry in 

our community.   

 

   Stay On Top of the Process! 

    If you would like to see up-to-date information from the 
Diocese regarding reopening plans, visit the Diocesan web-

site: https://www.episdionc.org/coronavirus/ 

    Another way to stay on top of Diocesan news is to sub-

scribe to Please Note—a weekly Diocesan email: 

https://www.episdionc.org/please-note/ 

ALTAR FLOWERS IN 2021 

     The new chart for altar flower donations is now post-

ed on the bulletin board outside Lawrence Hall.  If 

there’s a specific Sunday you’d like to provide flowers 

for the altar, please sign up or call Mike in the office, 

and he’ll add your name to the chart. 

     Unfortunately, due to the increased number of    
positive COVID-19 cases in Johnston County, ECW 
was unable to hold their monthly meeting on Saturday, 
December 19.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Satur-
day, January 16, at 10:00 a.m. in Lawrence Hall.  At 
that time we will discuss future fundraising plans, 
which we are hoping will include a Sidewalk Soup Sale 

in February. 

    With my term as president of ECW coming to an end 
in January, we continue to look for nominations from 
anyone interested in leading our group.  Please keep in 
mind that the individual whom you plan to nominate 
must agree to be nominated.  Announcement of nomi-

nees and voting will take place at our January meeting. 

    PLEASE continue to submit your recipes for our 
Cookbook Project either by entering them directly 
online or by using the enclosed form.  We look forward 
to seeing recipes from any and all who would like to 

contribute. 

To submit a recipe(s) online go to:  

https://www.typensave.com.   

Enter the login: stpaulsecw and the password:  

pickle213 

    To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the en-
closed form, then mail to St. Paul’s or drop it through 
the mail slot on the office entry door.  Feel free to copy 

the form for additional submissions. 

     If you have any questions regarding the cookbook 
project, please contact any of the following committee 
members:  Nancy Gibbs (committee chair), Pat 
Hovorka, Theressa Rose, Kay Hewitt, Sherrill Weath-

ers, and Jenny Batten-Wiley. 

     

     Each month ECW members gather together for    
fellowship and to discuss ways in which we can assist 

those in need in our communities.  We invite all women 

of St. Paul’s to join us.  Please come and take part as 

we bring our projects to realization.  Your input is im-

portant, plus new and fresh ideas are always welcome. 

 

~ Pat Hovorka, President 



Upcoming events... 
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A Senior Warden’s 

Thoughts  

About 2020 

 

For those of you who know me well, 
or maybe are my friends on Face-

book, you might recall we lost a much beloved pet in 
early September this year.  TobyCat had been part of our 
family for fourteen years and his loss was devastating. 
Toby was kind of my “touchstone.”  Feeling his soft fur 
and hearing his purr helped calm me, which allowed me 
to think things through with a clear mind.  Losing him 
made me       recognize life would never be quite the 

same for me, for Bill, or for Buddy (his doggie brother). 

    If you are wondering what this has to do with St. 
Paul’s, I’ll try to explain.  This past year has been very 
challenging, both for me and for the church.  I had only 
been in my role of Senior Warden for a few weeks when 
the heating system in the Sanctuary failed.  Led by our 
Junior Warden, we hauled in portable heaters and      
suffered the chill until necessary parts were located and 
we could finish repairs.  I said a little prayer, hoping that 
would be our biggest challenge.  Alas, that was not to 

be. 

    In March, the church closed its doors to parishioners, 
as we came to realize just how serious COVID-19 had 
become.  A short time later, our rector, Rev. Jim       
Melnyk, announced his retirement.  Even as we formed 
a reopening committee to confront challenges from the 
pandemic, no one imagined we would still be physically 
out of the church almost ten months later.  Life at        
St. Paul’s has changed, and only time will tell what  

worship in the church will look like in the future.   

    This brings me to the second part of my story.  Those 
of you who shared the loss of TobyCat with me probably 
have seen we just added a new four-legged member to 
our family.  Atticus Scout came into our home on      
December 4.  Scout is just a small kitten, weighing only 
a pound and 6.5 ounces.  He is natured differently than 
Toby, and there are few similarities beyond being a male 
and being a cat.  But in this short time, I already know 
he will be loved and nurtured and will heal much of our 
grief over Toby’s loss.  I also know that life with Scout 
will be different.  The love will still be there as will the 
companionship, the soft fur, and the soothing purrs.  

But, it will be different.  

     

    When we once again can worship together in St. Paul’s, 
it will be a different environment than the one we left.  It 
will probably be a long time before we can even consider 
exchanging the peace, singing hymns, or even experiencing 
coffee hour.  However, during these last months we have 
gained a very caring and capable Interim Priest (Jill), and 
we have strengthened our bond with the Diocese. Another 
very capable Vestry, led by a very capable Senior Warden, 
will work to offer comfort and hope to members of the 
congregation.  A Search Committee will begin its quest to 
find a new priest for our Parish.  While we can all grieve a 
little over the changes to our established, familiar church, 
take comfort in knowing your “new” St. Paul’s will wel-
come you back into its fold with loving, open arms.  As 

with all things, life goes on. 
 

~ Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 

1000 DAYS OF LOVE 

 

    The first 1000 days of a child’s life are critical–kids 
who are well-cared for during their first three years are 
much more likely to thrive throughout their lives.  And, 
there are LOTS of children around the world who don’t 

get what they need during those important 1000 days. 

    Our bishops have challenged the entire diocese to 
participate in Episcopal Relief and Development’s 1000 
Days of Love campaign as we celebrate the birth of a 
baby in a Bethlehem stable.  The goal: $15 for every 
person who normally attended worship before the pan-
demic.  For St. Paul’s, that works out to a little less than 
$1500.  If you would like to help us reach that goal, you 
can write a check to St. Paul’s and note “1000 days” on 
the memo line. 
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News and events 

 

Stewardship 

Corner 

 

As I write, last night we 

marked the Solstice at the 

Labyrinth. We add a few 

minutes of daylight each 

day now as we march to-

ward the other Solstice in 

June.  We also witnessed 

the conjunction of the planets Jupiter and Saturn, mak-

ing a brighter than usual light in the early night sky.  It 

calls to mind an even brighter light three ancient astrol-

ogers witnessed over 2000 years ago, sending them on a 

journey that led to Jerusalem, and after a fateful meet-

ing with King Herod, to offer gifts to an infant King of 

Kings.  As we journey into 2021, what gifts can we of-

fer to serve that King?  A few ideas:  

    We can keep trying to make our little corner of the 

world better.  Continue to pick up some extra groceries 

for the local Blessing Box or food pantry.  Go through 

that closet again and see what can be donated to those 

who have very little or nothing.  Honor that new pledge 

we made to St. Paul’s.  Work with our Parish activities 

(ECW, DOK, Brotherhood of St Andrew, etc.), and 

continue our service in the community as we are able.  

    Keep those who keep St. Paul’s going in our prayers: 

Rev Jill, Mike, John, the online worship team, support 

volunteers, members of the Vestry (especially those 

we'll elect soon), and a new group that will begin short-

ly: the committee who will search for our next Rector.  

    As the days slowly begin to get longer, let’s keep 

doing our part to slow the spread of Covid, take our 

vaccination when offered, and keep our collective chins 

up that better days lay ahead, and we can once again 

worship in person. Remember,  

"Together we will grow, serve, and nurture again”.  

~ Curtis Brookshire, Stewardship Co-chair 

    From the Finance Committee 
 

    At our December meeting we welcomed Sonny Howard, 
who volunteered as a new member.   Treasurer Lindy 
Faulconer reported that, as of December 15, we had       
received 53 pledge cards.  By comparison, in 2019 we had 
about 80 pledges.  Lindy indicated that there might be a 
few more outstanding pledges and cautioned us to remem-
ber that there are few loose plate offerings for the year.  We 
are not able to rent out parts of the building for usage, 
which was budgeted at $1,800 for the year, exclusive of 
Rectory rental receipts.  At the end of November, income 
was about 8.5% below budget, and expenses were about 
6.5% below budget. 
    Due to the shortfall in pledges, it did not seem reasona-
ble to set a budget yet for 2021.  We are hopeful that some 
additional pledges will be received.  We decided to recom-
mend to the Vestry that last year’s budget numbers be used 
for January 2021. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Kendall, Chair  
 

 

    Sunday Worship Via Internet 

    Our Zoom link for Sunday-morning worship will be 
posted in our weekly email blast and bulletin. We will not 
post the link outside parish news due to recent problems 

with hackers. 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. Paul’s 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-
Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995  .     
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about add-

ing an account. 

     



 

Page 7 

 

    FROM THE INTERIM RECTOR 

HAPPY EPIPHANY!   

(You really didn’t think I’d title this  

“Happy New Year!” did you??) 

    We begin the new year still in the season of Christmas, 
and for those of us who tried to stay in Advent mode until 
very close to the 25th of December, our Christmas celebra-
tions are still in full blast.  The secular observance of 
Christmas for many ends on December 25 (or 26); ours 

starts on the 25th and lasts twelve days. 

    Two important events in January for the church are the 
Feast of the Epiphany on January 6 and the commemora-
tion of the Baptism of Our Lord on the following Sunday.  
The Feast of the Epiphany marks the coming of the Magi 
to see the Christ Child and to present their gifts to the In-
fant King; it appears only in the Gospel according to Mat-
thew, and we will hear that account a couple days before 
the Feast of the Epiphany, on the second Sunday after 
Christmas (January 3).  The following Sunday we will re-
member Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River; this is one of 
four days which our Prayer Book designates as particularly 
appropriate for baptisms, and we will renew our baptismal 
vows on that day in lieu of reciting the creed (the Baptis-
mal Covenant, found beginning on page 292 of the Book of 
Common Prayer, is the Apostles’ Creed in question and 
answer format, plus five additional questions appended at 

the end).   

    The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek epiphaneia, 
appearance or manifestation or showing. Our church’s ob-
servance of the Magi’s visitation and the baptism of Jesus 
show us something about just who Jesus is:  the Magi were 
outsiders, Gentiles, who were drawn to worship the Infant 
King because of the star—the bright light shining in the 
sky led them to the site of the Light that had come into the 
world.   This was no ordinary baby!  And, it wasn’t just the 
people of Israel who were awaiting the Messiah who were 
drawn to him.  Years later, when Jesus was baptized by 
John in the Jordan River, his baptism was no ordinary bap-
tism:  as he came out of the water, the Spirit of God de-
scended like a dove and alighted on him, and a voice from 
heaven boomed, “You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I 
am well pleased.”   In our baptismal liturgy, we remember 
the role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ baptism when we make 
the sign of the cross with chrism on the foreheads of the 
newly baptized and we say, “You are sealed by the Holy 

Spirit in baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever.”   

 

In many churches, including St. Paul’s, the  newly 
baptized are then presented with baptismal candles lit 
from the Paschal Candle burning near the font—this is 

to remind them to be the light of Christ in the world.  

    While you may not have received a lit candle at 

your baptism, or if you did it may be long-ago burned 

or misplaced or lost altogether, you are still called to 

carry Christ’s light into the world.  This is part of what 

it means to follow Jesus.  We do this through our min-

istry to each other and especially through our ministry 

to the world.  

    How are you called to take the light of Christ into 
the world?  Before you say, “Who, me?”  let me assure 
you that you—and every Christian—have gifts that 
will enable you to do just that.  The challenge can be to 
find a way that is authentic for you, using your gifts in 
a way that seems good and natural and comfortable.  
You may be able to take a hands-on role in one of the 
ministries at St. Paul’s.  Or if that’s not possible for 
you, you might consider taking on a ministry of inten-
tional prayer, praying, for example, for each person in 
the parish directory by name over the course of a cou-
ple months or praying for our children by name (ask 
me or Nancy Gibbs for a list if you feel called to do 

that). 

    It’s not too late to make a new year’s resolution to 
let your light shine!  Ponder how bright that star shone 
in the sky over Bethlehem and how it attracted the 
most unlikely people.  And then just imagine what 

your light might do! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Upcoming Dates to Remember 

Jan. 6  Epiphany Labyrinth Candlelight Walk, 5:15 pm    

Jan. 16 ECW, 10:00 am (socially distanced in  

 Lawrence Hall with masks) 

Jan. 19  Finance online, 6:00 pm 

Jan. 24  Parish Celebration online on Zoom, 7:00 pm 

Jan. 26 Vestry online, 7:00 pm  

Sunday Schedule 
 

11:00 a.m. Morning Prayer online 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos from The Brotherhood of St. Andrew          

Christmas Tree & Wreath Sales 

 November 29, 2020 

Photos by Robert Kendall 

More photos of St. Paul’s decorated Sanctuary! 

 


