
St. Paul’s Epistle 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 218 S. Second Street, Smithfield NC  27577 

October  2020 

“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

Dear People of St. Paul’s, 

     I am so glad to be joining your parish family for a time.  
Interim times between rectors are always a bit of a challenge, 
and there are many reasons this time in this particular parish 
may be more challenging.  There is the loss of your beloved 
former rector, plus a pandemic, plus economic upheaval, plus 
a heated election, and a whole lot of uncertainty about life in 
general and life at St. Paul’s.  But, I believe I am called to be 
with you, to laugh with you, to be with you in times of joy 
and sorrow, to pray with you as St. Paul’s moves into and 
through the search process that will bring your next rector to 

this place. 

     A few comments about interim time in general and our 

interim time together: 

     First, I am here and want to be your priest.  It may be 
harder than usual for us to build a relationship since at least 
for a while we will never see each other’s friendly smiles.  
I’m here and want deeply to minister to and with you.  While 
I live near RDU and will be working from home some days, I 
plan to be in the office on Wednesdays and at least one other 
weekday each week, and I am absolutely available in the 
event of a pastoral emergency.  Please, please don’t hesitate 
to call me, and don’t think that whatever you’re concerned 
about isn’t important enough to call your priest—we can al-
ways pray together over the phone or via texts.  My cell 
phone is 910-644-6776, and my email address is 
jill.stpaulsnc@gmail.com.  Know that I don’t do email on my 
phone, so if you need a quick response, call or text me.  And, 
consider coming to the church and meeting me in person.  
See page 5 about the opportunities to drop by for a chat. 
 

     Second, about the search process.  The Diocesan Canon 
for Transition Ministry (a fancy title for the staff member 
who works with churches searching for clergy and clergy 
discerning new calls) will guide St. Paul’s search committee.  
I will be focused on the people and ministries of St. Paul’s.  
The Vestry will be seeking individuals willing to serve on the 
Search Committee (and individuals willing to serve on the 
Vestry) later this fall.  The Search Committee will likely 
begin its work in January.  For a time they will be open about 
their work.  But once they receive names of priests who are 
interested in discerning whether they may be a good fit for St. 
Paul’s, the Search Committee will “go dark,” and you will 
hear nothing more from them until the Vestry calls your next 
rector.           

 Plans Underway to Work Toward a Reopening at Reduced Numbers 

From the interim rector... 

 

All Saints Day 

     All Saints Day lands on a Sunday 
this year!  And as in years past, we 
will remember in our All Saints wor-
ship those faithful servants who have 
departed this life since All Saints 
Day 2019.  Please email Mike with 
the names of any you would like to 
be included no later than Monday, 

October 26.  

This silence is absolutely necessary--it protects the inter-
ested priests, whose parishes may not know they are ex-

ploring calls elsewhere. 

     Third, about our Sunday worship.  For at least a little 
while, we will be praying Morning Prayer together.  I 
will officiate and preach, and our liturgy will include a 
prayer for spiritual communion.  I’ve written more about 
Morning Prayer on page 6.  Know that I am missing the 
Eucharist desperately and want nothing more than to cel-
ebrate it with as many as are comfortable sitting in the 
pews on Sundays.  We’re not there yet, and no one 
knows when we’ll get there.  Our bishops are appropri-
ately cautious about guidelines for gathering in person, 
and the Vestry and I talked at our September meeting 
about what it might be like if a small group of people 
were able to be physically present and to receive com-
munion (bread only) while the rest of the parish family 
was worshipping online.  It feels awkward to me to feed 
only part of the family, but I know that the pandemic 
means that we cannot be together as the body of Christ in 
this parish for what may be a long time.  Please be pa-
tient as we work our way through this pandemic and 
know that no one is making easy decisions about gather-

ing and worshipping.   

     I look forward to getting to know you during this in-
terim time.  While I have served as an interim in several 
parishes, I’ve not done it during a pandemic, so we’ll be 
figuring lots of things out as we go along.  What I can 
confidently assure you is that God is with each of us in-
dividually and with this parish as we move forward.  
There is work to be done, albeit in ways we may never 

have considered before.   

Grace and peace, 

Jill+ 
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Outreach and Social Justice Committee…  

Outreach and Social 

Justice Committee 
October 2020 

“Volunteers are  
a work of heart”  

    

Mission Statement:  The Outreach and Social Justice Commit-
tee of St. Paul’s will identify and share with parish members 
opportunities to serve as Christ would serve in our community 
and throughout the world by promoting Christian service, pro-
grams and projects. Thank you for making our projects a suc-
cess!  

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee meets  
four times/year and is led by Diane Every and Debby Jenkins.  
Contact information: 
Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 

Salvation Army Angel Tree Project  

Fall 2020 

     Because of the pandemic circumstances at this time, 
our Outreach and Social Justice Committee asks for 
monetary donations for the Salvation Army’s Angel 
Tree Christmas Project this fall. The Salvation Army 
will use our donations to purchase gifts for children on 
its list, and parishioners won’t have to leave home to 
shop in stores. Outreach realizes that not seeing gifts 
under our Angel Tree takes away much of the fun of the 
project, but switching to monetary donations will be the 
safe way for us to support the Angel Tree project this 
year. If you can help provide a child’s Christmas gift, 
please make out your check to St. Paul’s and write 
“Angel Tree” on the memo line. Thank you for your 

continuing help.    

 

My Kid’s Club Virtual 5K  

Run/Walk in October  

 

 

 

 

 

My Kid’s Club provides year-round support for under-
served youth in Johnston County. My Kid’s Club will 
hold its 43rd annual Selma Railroad Days 5K Run/Walk 
as a VIRTUAL event. Participants can run, walk or take 
a virtual nap on Saturday, October 3 or Sunday, October 

4.  

By going VIRTUAL, persons can run or walk any-

where!  

Register using this link: 
https://runsignup.com/Race/NC/Anywhere/Selma     

RailroadRun5K  

My Kid’s Club 

    The children still appreciate these snacks: fruit, lower 
sugar or sodium items and water.  Meg Scovil will pick up 
donated items and deliver to The Club.  Should you wish 
to donate snacks, simply drop off your donated items on 
the bench outside the office door on Thursdays during the 
day.  Mike Hugo will bring the donated items inside and 
place them in the tote container in the hallway.  Mike will 
then let Meg know if there is anything to pick up. Thank 

you for your continued support of this ministry. 

 

Food Pantry  

    The Food Closet at Centenary United Methodist 
Church is not closed. They are struggling to keep up 
with the needs created by coronavirus fallout. Please 
check with Centenary for times that canned goods and 
other staples can be dropped off (919-934-2333). An-
other option is to drop off bags of canned goods by 
the door of the covered entrance to First Presbyterian 

Church.  



News and Notes... 
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2020 
 

Last Week 9/27/20                  Year to Date  

               1/1/2020 –9/27/20  

Pledge Payments        $  775.00     Pl. Payments   $191,391.14 

Weekly Pledge Target $4971.15      Pledge Budget $193,886.25 

    Stewardship Corner 

   A New Season 

    We’ve turned the corner on another season as fall      
begins.  In case you’ve lost count, this is the third season 
since our lives have been turned upside down by Covid 19. 
(On a personal note, I got my flu shot. I hope you get yours 

if you’re able.)  

      It’s time to let you know where your Stewardship 
Committee is headed.  We’ve chosen our theme for 2021, 
which is in keeping with our current situation with an opti-

mistic view toward the future:  

Together we will grow, serve, and nurture again.  

     Now that it’s autumn, we’re discussing our upcoming 
pledge ingathering.  Fortunately, we have a variety of re-
sources to tap to help us out.  Best of all, our new Interim 
Rector has a stewardship background.  Our kickoff will be 
different this time, as we just can’t have a Parish Dinner 
(darn!) with speakers, etc.  I feel something creative in the 

works. Stay tuned.  

     As of this writing, it looks like we may open our church 
for limited attendance in the near future.  With that in 
mind, what can you contribute with your time and talent?  
We could use help when we integrate activities as the situ-
ation permits.  Watch for more to come from parish leader-
ship.  In the meantime, let’s look over our personal/ house-
hold pledge plan.  What will we choose to give in 2021?  
Can we bump up our pledge?  When we call a new perma-
nent Rector in the coming months, we'll take responsibility 
for bringing our Rector and family to this area, which will 
create a new budget item.  So let’s do what we do as a par-
ish family and continue to make things happen. This Fall 
will be not only a change of season but a change in activity 
at St. Paul’s.  Let us continue to glorify God with our time, 

talent, and treasure to prepare for 2021. 

 - Curtis Brookshire, Stewardship Co-Chair 

October Vestry Highlights 
 

Vestry Meeting actions and updates for September: 

♦ Welcomed our Interim Rector, Jill Beimdiek. 

♦ Received the Finance Committee report through the 
end of September.  Still in need of an additional com-

mittee member. 

♦ Expenses were below budget. 

♦ Received a report regarding repair plan for the Rectory 

roof. 

♦ Received a report from Reopening Committee   -  
plans are in place when the Diocese moves to next 

phase. 

We need Volunteers!! 
 

Current Needs at St. Paul’s 
  

♦ A Finance Committee Member (you do NOT need an 
accounting background!) 

 

♦ A Habitat for Humanity Liaison 

 

♦ New Rector Search Committee Members 

DROP-BY AND MEET JILL 

  

     These pandemic days certainly make it harder to get to 
know a newcomer to the parish community.  But, I would 
love to meet you in person, masked and socially distanced, 

of course. 

     On Wednesdays beginning October 28, I’ll be at the 
church and ready to meet you between 2 and 4 p.m. and 
on Sundays beginning October 4 from 12:20 - 2 p.m.  
We’ll set up “appointments” at the top of the hour and 
then 20 and 40 minutes after.  If the weather is nice, we’ll 
meet on the benches outside Lawrence Hall; if it’s rainy or 
too cold, we’ll move inside Lawrence Hall.  Please email 
me (jill.stpaulsnc@gmail.com) or call me on my cell (910-

644-6776), and we’ll set a time to get together.   
     I realize this is a suboptimal way to start a relationship 

with your priest, but it’s at least a start!   

        Faithfully, 

      Jill+ 
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Staying connected... 

Labyrinth at St. Paul’s 

     The Labyrinth at St. Paul’s is always open to the public 
for meditation and walks. To extend that invitation as a 
form of outreach to the wider community, we list the laby-

rinth on the following digital links: 

Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/labyrinthsaintpaulssmithfield 

Instagram:  

www.instagram.com/labyrinthsaintpaulssmithfield 

Website: https://stpaulssmithfieldnc.org/labyrinth/ 

World Wide Labyrinth Locator:  

https://labyrinthlocator.com 

     The labyrinth’s digital caretakers are Billy Carter, 
Lance Armstrong and Cindy Brookshire. While we share 
our insights, people experience the Labyrinth in their own 
way. If you have any photos or meditations you’d like to 
share on the Labyrinth links, send them to Billy Carter 

at notsmokin54@msn.com. 

Contacting Interim Rector Jill      

and Church Staff 

     There are no regular Church Office hours during this 
stage in the pandemic. Please use these methods to reach 

the Rev. Jill Beimdiek and the Church Staff:  

     Jill is available by phone (910-644-6776) or by email  
(jill.stpaulsnc@gmail.com). Mike Hugo is available by 
email (stpaulsnc@nc.rr.com). John Drymon is available 

by email (choirsatst.pauls@gmail.com).  

Photo by Billy Carter 

Technology Corner 

     As those of you who have been viewing the online  
service each week have noticed, we have greatly evolved 
since the early efforts beginning in March.  We have been 
able to: 1) bring participants a full view of the Chancel 
and Altar during the service; 2) have a more traditional 
service with the use of both the lectern and pulpit; and 3) 
improve the sound quality by being connected to the 
church’s amplifier system.  In addition to these improve-
ments and with the help of the Adult Choir and John Dry-
mon, we have been able to provide clear, prerecorded mu-
sic and display the lyrics on screen.  Being able to do all 
this, monitor the Zoom meeting, and play prerecorded 
music for the service has necessitated the use of two local 
computers and a Zoom monitor volunteer.  The church 
purchased a second laptop that has now been configured 
to run the applications along with the first laptop.  We 
have also gladly welcomed Lance Armstrong and Curtis 

Brookshire as members of the online service team. 

     In order to help keep the online service broadcasting 
smoothly, we ask that when you join the Zoom meeting, 
please make sure that you are not unmuting yourself or 
turning on your video.  Either can cause a break in the 

service. 

Thanks for all the support, 
help, and patience you have 

shown us. 

 

Technology Staff 

Mike W, Lance, Curtis 



Upcoming events... 
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     After breaking for the summer, the ECW held their first 
meeting on Saturday, September 19.  It was a delight to see 
members in person and was a very productive gathering – 

socially distanced, of course. 

     We are not letting the pandemic thwart our fundraising 
efforts.  We have come up with a creative solution for both 

our October Souper Sunday and our December Bake Sale. 

 

♦ This year our “Souper Sunday” will be held on        

Saturday, October 24, and will be a — 

“Souper Saturday Sidewalk Sale” 

      Pre-orders for any of our three popular soups and 
Brunswick Stew can be placed by completing and returning 
the enclosed form OR by contacting one of the following 

ECW members: 

Pat Hovorka  phovorka17@gmail.com (919) 351-0094 

Theressa Rose SongbirdNC36@aol.com (919) 306-1643 

Kay Hewitt     khewitt116@gmail.com (919) 934-6800 

     Deadline to place an order is Friday, October 16   
 

Pre-Orders will be available for curbside pickup between 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Saturday, October 24.  See the en-
closed or attached order form for the variety of soups avail-
able at $10/quart, payable in advance or at pickup.  Please 
make checks payable to St. Paul’s with the notation “ECW 
Soup Sale.” 

 

♦ Our December Bake Sale will also be on a pre-order 
basis with curbside pickup.  Stay tuned for additional 

details on the delicious goodies that will be available. 

♦ Unfortunately, due to changes in deadlines with the 
publisher, our St. Paul’s Cookbook will not be avail 
able this December.  However, we are still moving  
forward with the project and are planning a release date 
sometime next year.  In the meantime, please continue 
to submit your recipes either by entering them directly 
online or by utilizing the enclosed form.  We look for-
ward to seeing recipes from everyone who would like 

to contribute. 

 

To submit a recipe(s) online, go to: 

https://www.typensave.com.   

Enter the login: stpaulsecw and the password: pickle213 

     To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the enclosed 
or attached form, then mail to St. Paul’s or drop it through 
the mail slot on the office entry door.  Feel free to copy the 

form for additional submissions. 

     If you have any questions regarding the cookbook pro-
ject, please contact any of the following committee mem-
bers:  Nancy Gibbs (committee chair), Pat Hovorka, 
Theressa Rose, Kay Hewitt, Sherrill Weathers and Jenny 

Batten-Wiley. 

     Each month ECW members gather together for fellow-

ship and to discuss ways in which we can assist those in 

need in our communities.  We invite all women of St. Paul’s 

to join us.  Please come and take part as we bring our pro-

jects to realization.  Your input is important, plus new and 

fresh ideas are always welcome.  

~ Pat Hovorka, President 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

Annual Christmas Tree and  

Wreath Sale 

 

The Brotherhood is pleased to announce    
it WILL host the 2020 annual Christmas 
Tree and Wreath Sale.  Our tree supplier, 
Cardinal Tree Farms, has had an excellent 
growing season and its trees are exception-
ally healthy and dense.  While there may be 
some pandemic restrictions, we are com-

fortable with the sale being outside with all wearing facemasks.  
 

All orders must be in by Friday, November 6.  Trees will be cut 
on the Friday after Thanksgiving and available for pickup at the 
church on Sunday, November 29 beginning at 1:30 p.m.  Since 
the church may not be opening for some time, we have mailed 
order forms to all who purchased last year.  Mike Hugo will 
have additional forms at the Church Office, or you can call Ken 
Ferguson at 919-934-3038.  

~Ken Ferguson 
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Upcoming events (cont.)... 

 

WHY ARE WE DOING  

MORNING PRAYER? 

     If you joined in St. Paul’s online Sunday worship the 
last two Sundays in September, you may have been sur-
prised that the service had changed.  Curtis Brookshire 
led Morning Prayer on September 20, a day when we 
didn’t have a supply priest, and I led Morning Prayer 
and preached on September 27, my first Sunday with 

you.   

     I want to explain my decision to use Morning Prayer 
as our liturgy, instead of the Liturgy of the Word from 
the Eucharist (the part up to and including the Peace) 
followed by spiritual communion.  Let me first assure 
you that there is nothing wrong with how you were wor-
shipping online.  I suspect it seemed to be a good choice 
when the coronavirus shut our doors for in-person wor-
ship, and I’d bet that no one then expected we’d still be 

in these strange pandemic times six+ months later.   

     There is familiarity in using the Liturgy of the Word, 
but there is also a long tradition of Morning Prayer as 
part of the Daily Office, both in the Anglican tradition 
and in the wider church.  Some of you who have been 
Episcopalians for a long time (before what I still call the 
“new” Prayer Book, even though it was published 41 
years ago!) may remember when Morning Prayer was 
the primary worship in the Episcopal Church.  Growing 
up in St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Prineville, Ore-
gon, we had the Eucharist, then more commonly called 

just “Communion,” only once a month.   

     Morning Prayer comes originally from the monastic 
practice of praying up to eight times at particular hours 
around the clock, known as the Daily Office.  Anglican 
monks and nuns—did you know our church still has 
them?—continue to observe a modified pattern of the 
Daily Office.  The first Book of Common Prayer (1549) 
included liturgies for Matins and Evensong, which look 
a lot like our Morning and Evening Prayer liturgies in 
the 1979 BCP—some of the words of the prayers are 

identical.   

     Because Morning Prayer is such a part of our Angli-
can heritage, and because many Episcopalians today are 
unfamiliar with it, I am opting for now to use it as our 
Sunday worship.  I have included the prayers you’ve 
been praying for Spiritual Communion—they are abso-
lutely appropriate in a time when we are not able to 
gather and be fed by the bread and wine of the Eucha-
rist.  Morning Prayer includes many options for canti-

cles (literally meaning songs), which are mostly Biblical 

THE BISHOP IS COMING!   

THE BISHOP IS COMING! 
 

Bishop Anne Hodges-Copple, the 
bishop suffragan of our Diocese, will 
be making an official visit to St. 
Paul’s on Sunday, October 18.  She 
will officiate and preach at our live-
streamed service.  If you expect to 
worship online that day, please email 
a picture of your beautiful face to 
Mike Hugo (stpaulsnc@nc.rr.com), 

and we’ll present Bishop Anne with a collage of the virtual 
congregation she will lead in worship that day.  We need 
your pictures no later than Monday, October 12.  If you don’t 
have the ability to send in a photo, call the office and let us 
know you plan to worship that day, and we’ll come up with a 

way to include you in the collage. 

passages often set to music, and I find them rich and deep.   
I won’t promise we’ll use all of them—there are 14 in Morn-
ing Prayer Rite II, found on pages 85-96 — but we’ll pray 

many of them in the coming weeks. 

     You may find yourself drawn to something you’ve never 
prayed before!  (And if you’re wondering why the number-
ing of the canticles starts with #8 on page 85, it’s because 

there are seven in Morning Prayer Rite I.)   

     I know many are longing to return to worship as we knew 
it, gathering in the pews without masks and anything like 
social distancing, singing hymns, coming forward to the al-
tar rail with hands extended, chatting with friends before and 
after the service.  Depending on how long we remain wor-
shipping only online, we may at some point switch back to 
the familiar Liturgy of the Word plus Spiritual Communion.  
And, I don’t know what we’ll do when we are able to begin 
worshipping with a small group in the church and live-
streaming that service.  We are blessed as Anglicans to have 
a variety of liturgies that we can use for corporate or individ-
ual worship.  I know that at least a few of you pray Morning 
Prayer frequently as part of your personal devotions.  I hope 
that praying it on Sundays as the body of Christ at St. Paul’s 
will deepen your appreciation of our Anglican liturgical his-

tory and feed your souls.       

                        ~ Jill+ 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church  

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 

Oct. 17  ECW, 10:00 am (socially distanced in 

  Lawrence Hall with masks) 

Oct. 20   Finance, 6:00 pm (online)  

Oct. 24   ECW Souper Saturday Sidewalk Sale 

  11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Oct. 27  Vestry, 7:00 pm (online)   

Sunday Schedule 

 

11:00 a.m. Morning Prayer online 

 

 

 

 

   Stay On Top of the Process! 

    If you would like to see up-to-date information from 
the Diocese regarding reopening plans, visit the Dioce-

san website: https://www.episdionc.org/coronavirus/ 

    Another way to stay on top of Diocesan news is to 

subscribe to Please Note—a weekly Diocesan email: 

https://www.episdionc.org/please-note/ 

 

Election Season Resources:  

Voting Matters 

     Our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry urges us to vote 
and participate in government as a way to “participate in 
our common life.”  Is your voter registration up to 
date? October 9 is the registration deadline and register-
ing can be done online. Check your status now if you 
haven’t already done so! Do you have a plan for voting? 
Early voting takes place from October 15-31. You may 
also apply for an absentee ballot. Educate yourself about 
national, state, and local elections. Non-partisan, online 
resources exist to help you participate from the comfort 
of your home. Check out  You Can Vote 
(https://www.youcanvote.org/) or the Episcopal         

Public Policy Network :  

(https://episcopalchurch.org/posts/ogr/eppn-election-

series-election-process-integrity).    

Sunday Worship  

Through October 

    Our Zoom link for Sunday-morning worship will be 
posted in our weekly email blast and bulletin. We will not 
post the link outside parish news due to recent problems 

with hackers. 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. Paul’s 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-
Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995  .     
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about add-

ing an account. 


