
St. Paul’s Epistle 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 218 S. Second Street, Smithfield NC  27577 

      April  2021 

“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

  

Holy Week and Easter at St. Paul’s 

 

Please join us as we move through Holy Week.  Services will be live-

streamed on Zoom and Facebook Live.  Service bulletins for these ser-

vices have been combined in a single booklet, which was emailed early in 

Holy Week. 

Maundy Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday at 12 noon 

Holy Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 

Easter Day – live-stream at 10:00 a.m. (note time change), followed by 

gatherings on the Labyrinth to receive communion at 11:30 a.m.,      

12:15 p.m., and 1:00 p.m. (reservations required).   

Email cometostpauls@gmail.com to indicate which gathering(s) you can 

attend.  You will get an email confirmation in return. 

 

St. Paul’s Search Prayer 

     Almighty God, you know the needs of your Church in every place:  look graciously upon the 

people of St. Paul’s, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we seek a new Rector for 

this parish.  Give us discernment, wisdom, and confidence in your timing.  Guide the members of 

our Search Commi$ee as they labor to be faithful in seeking your will.  

     We pray for the life of our parish, that we may continue to be strengthened in our mission to 

be Jesus Christ’s heart, hands, and feet to our neighbors no ma$er where they are on their 

journey of faith.  Bless us with mutual trust and respect, courage, and foresight as you shepherd 

our community through its journey.  Grace us with continuous direction and inspire us toward 

genuine self-reflection.  All this we ask as we walk in your ways to the glory of your name.  

Amen.   
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From the Interim Rector: 

OUR PARISH PRAYER LIST 

It’s a good practice to periodically “clean up” a parish prayer list.  We are happy to pray for your loved 
ones and friends who you would like to be on the list; we’re also happy to lift prayers of thanksgiving 

when someone no longer needs to be there. 

We will update the list at the end of April.  If you have added a name or two to the list, please let Jill+ 
know (jill.stpaulsnc@gmail.com) if you’d like them to remain on the list.  (And if a name is dropped be-

cause you forget, you can absolutely ask to add it back in May.) 

 

RETURNING TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP:  Come to church during Eastertide! 

     We are planning to resume limited in-person worship at the 11 a.m. service 
beginning April 11, the Sunday after Easter.  At present we are limited to 25 peo-
ple in the church (including the worship team), and the service will continue to 

be live-streamed on Zoom and Facebook Live. 

     To make sure everyone has an opportunity to worship in person, we will con-
tinue to use the dedicated email (cometostpauls@gmail.com).  Beginning each 
Monday, you can indicate your desire to come to church the following Sunday, 

and you’ll receive a confirmation of your reservation by Thursday afternoon. 

     Our bishops are as eager as all of us to resume worship in which we welcome all who come to our 
doors.  They are, however, very cognizant of the continuing risk of the coronavirus, especially with the 
variant strains.  As long as the 14-day average of infections in Johnston County remains below 6.5%, 
we’ll continue to worship in person, with masks and social distancing required.  As the infection rate de-
clines, as we hope it will when more people are vaccinated, we expect to increase gradually the number 
of people who can come together to worship.  Getting back to “the way we’ve always done it” is a ways 
off.  And frankly, I’m not sure (and neither are my clergy colleagues around the diocese and across the 
country) that church will look the same as it did before the pandemic.  Live-streaming worship services 
even after we fully reopen seems like a given for most churches, and I’d bet there are more than a few 
folks in most parishes who will continue to wear masks (or will limit their attendance), because we  
haven’t reached herd immunity from COVID or because seasonal viruses are more prevalent.  It will be a 
while before we can sing hymns together, and I wonder if a priest will ever again be able to sing or chant 
during the Eucharistic prayer with the bread and wine sitting on the altar (unless, of course, we cover the 

elements, but if multi-layer masks are desirable now, I’m not sure a single layer of linen will be enough).    

     Regarding the 8 a.m. service:  at this time, we want to make sure we can safely worship with 25    
people before we return to two services.  There are protocols that increase the odds that all will be safe 
(including, for example, communion with bread only, which is full communion; requiring hand sanitizer, 
masks, and screening questions; requiring a period of time to elapse before others can enter the space if 
there is a soloist or if the priest preaches or celebrates without a mask).  Once we have whatever “bugs” 
worked out with the 11 a.m. service, we’ll be looking to resume the 8 a.m. service.  One thing we know 
is that there will be a need for ushers at an 8 a.m. service.  If you’re willing to serve as an usher at that 

service, please let Bill Jordan, Mike Weathers, or me know.       

I am eager to begin worshipping in-person and feeding you all with the Eucharist.     

Blessings and peace, 

Jill+ 



News and Notes... 
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March Vestry Highlights 
 

At its March 23 meeting the Vestry 

• Reluctantly received Sheila Stafford’s resignation 
from the Vestry.  According to the Parish By-

laws, the Vestry must select a replacement for the 
remainder of the term (through December 2022).  
If you are interested in filling this position, please 
contact Senior Warden Theressa Rose or the    

Interim Rector. 

• Elected Linda Overby as Clerk of the Vestry. 

• Received the monthly financial report 

• Discussed and adopted the 2021 proposed budget.  
This budget includes cuts deemed reasonable dur-
ing the pandemic and is balanced primarily due to 
the $37,900 Payroll Protection Program loan 
(which is forgiveable, and we don’t expect any 
problems with that).   It is important to note that 
we have no expectation of a similar source of 

funds in 2022. 

• Received an update on the rectory and voted to 
begin to take the necessary steps to sell it.  
(Transactions of real property require the approval 

of the Diocesan Standing Committee.)   

• Received an update on the work of the Search 

Committee.   

 

 

 

Finance Committee Report 

     At our March 16 Zoom meeting, Rev. Beimdiek 

opened the meeting with prayer.  Lindy Faulconer, our 

treasurer, reported that with collaboration with other 

committees, the Vestry and Rector, he was recom-

mending a budget that shows a projected surplus of 

$136 for 2021.  He cautioned that that budget was 

predicated on the $37,900 PPP loan, which has been 

received, and a reduction of approximately $24,000 in 

pledge donations.  Total income is projected at 

$301,039.  Expenses have been reduced in line with 

the actual expenses for 2020.  This budget was pre-

sented to the Vestry at their March meeting for ap-

proval.  Lindy reminded the committee that the PPP 

loan was a one-time event and likely will not be avail-

able next year.  The PPP loan will be forgiven as long 

as the funds are used for salaries and other approved 

expenses. 

    The committee spent considerable time discussing 

the rectory. 

     Linda Armstrong’s term on the committee expired 

with the February meeting.  Therefore, we are seeking 

volunteer(s) for her seat on the committee and her po-

sition as clerk.  No special financial knowledge is re-

quired, and the clerk does not have to be a committee 

member. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Kendall, Chair 

Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2021 
Last Week                              Year to Date  

 3/28/2021            1/1/2021 –3/28/2021  

Pledge Payments         $1840.00    Pl. Payments   $66.411.88 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4507.40    Pledge Budget $58,596.20 

Note: the Year to Date Pledge Payments exceed the Budget to 
Date because some parishioners have already paid their full 
annual pledge. 

    Sunday Worship Via Internet 

    Our Zoom link for Sunday worship will be posted 
in our weekly email blast and bulletin. We will not 

post the link elsewhere due to hackers. 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. 
Paul’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St
-Pauls-Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-

130758673995 .  

    Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to 
watch the livestream. Simply choose “not now” if 

asked about adding an account.     
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Staying connected... 

 

If you have any questions regarding the cookbook 
project, please contact any of the following commit-
tee members:  Nancy Gibbs (committee chair), Pat 
Hovorka, Theressa Rose, Kay Hewitt, Sherrill Weath-

ers, and Jenny Batten-Wiley. 

 

From The Vergers 

    Many thanks to the dedicated limited group of 
readers/intercessors for this past year's services.  
Due to the pandemic, we operated with a limited 
number of servers in order to minimize the possi-

ble spread of the virus. 

    A special thank you to:  

Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 

Curtis Brookshire 

Lance and Linda Armstrong 

Theressa Rose 

Bill Jordan and Mike Weathers 

Vergers 

 

     St. Paul’s ECW has been quite busy the last 

month or so.  We hosted a “Take the Chill Off” 

chili and soup sale in late February.  It was nice 

to see parishioners as they arrived to pick up 

their orders… at least their eyes peering out 

from behind their masks.  We made just shy of 

$1000!!!  Thank you so much for your orders 

AND your kind donations! 

     At the March meeting, we addressed Easter 

postcards to the congregation.  It was awesome 

to have a small project to work on together while 

catching up with members.  We hope that you 

all enjoyed your cards.  We had a generous do-

nation that allowed us to print and stamp the 

postcards with no cost to us.  If YOU did not 

receive a postcard, please let me know, because 

that means that you either were not on our parish 

list or it got lost.  We do not want to miss you 

again. 

     See the pictures on page 7 and know that 

we’re smiling under those masks! 

Nancy Gibbs 

President 

(919) 906-5782 (call or text) 

nancygibbs@gmail.com 

 

REMINDER:  Please continue to submit your 
recipes for our Cookbook Project either by en-
tering them directly online or by using the en-
closed form.  We look forward to seeing recipes 

from any and all who would like to contribute. 

To submit a recipe(s) online go to:  

https://www.typensave.com.   

Enter  stpaulsecw  and password  pickle213 

To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the 
form in this newsletter, then mail to St. Paul’s or 
drop it through the mail slot on the office entry 
door.  Feel free to copy the form for additional 

submissions. 

A Message from The Senior Warden 

Dear St. Paul's Family, 

    Thank you so much for your prayerful considera-
tion in increasing your pledge for 2021 and your 
generous gifts.  I am confident we will get through 
this difficult time, and we will be stronger as a faith 
community for it.  I look forward to our reduced 
number in-person worship coming soon.  I look for-
ward to making actual eye contact with my St. Paul's 
Family members!  And, I most especially am look-
ing forward to how God is going to use St. Paul's in 
the community of Smithfield and beyond.  Thank 
you for your dedication to our church, our communi-

ty, and to one another. 

Peace -  

Theressa Rose 



News and events 

 

Stewardship Corner 

   

A Time for Renewal 
 

    As we enter the Easter season and the warmer 
days of Spring, we feel and develop a sense of re-
newal.  We plant gardens and await the bounty and 
beauty of flowers, fruits, and vegetables.  We pow-
er wash and sweep our decks and porches and pati-
os.  The warm days make us think of family time 
out of doors.  Being “Easter people,” as Bishop 
Curry calls us, we are drawn to the Easter Story 

and its deeper meaning of renewal. 

    As we enter the second year of the pandemic, we 
are reminded of a loss of a friend or family mem-
ber.  My dear friend, Anne Beach, passed away a 
few weeks ago.  She was an “Easter person.”  Her 
vitality, her creativity, her loving nature will be 
missed.  Being with her was a time of renewal for 
me and those that loved her.  Her legacy is a won-
derful work of love entitled Weeds Growing 
Through the Bottom of the Boat.  This is a memoir 
of Anne and her family.  When you read it, you 
will have a sense of renewal and understand the 

meaning of “Easter people.” 

    We, the St. Paul’s family, are in a sense of re-
newal as we begin the search for a new Rector.  
Please keep the Search Committee in your thoughts 

and prayers. 

    Also in this Easter season, please remember that 
the work of the Church goes on.  We are in a finan-
cial pinch.  The Rector, Vestry, and Staff are doing 
their level best to watch expenses.  Please, if you 
are able, give as generously as you can while we 
plough through the field of this pandemic.  I feel 
that this season of renewal will yield a bountiful 

harvest of blessings. 

    Wishing all of our St. Paul’s family Easter 
Blessings! 
 

Eric Jackson 

Stewardship Co-chair 

 

My Kid’s Club 

    The children still appreciate these snacks: fruit, lower 
sugar or sodium items, and water.  Meg Scovil will pick up 
donated items and deliver to The Club.  Should you wish to 
donate snacks, simply drop off your donated items on the 
bench outside the office door on Thursdays during the day.  
Mike Hugo will then bring the donated items inside and 
place them in the tote in the hallway by Lawrence 
Hall.  Mike will then let Meg know if there is anything to 
pick up. Thank you for your continued support of this min-

istry. 

 

 The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 
meets  four times/year and is led by Diane Every and 

Debby Jenkins.  Contact information: 

Diane Every: 919-934-5080 & Debby Jenkins 

Food Pantry  

    Please consider donating canned and packaged food to 
the local food bank at the Methodist Church in Smith-
field.   Even though we normally do support this program, 
the need is greater during this time.   If you will leave 
items on the bench outside the church office door, Mike 
Hugo will bring them in and then let either Debbie Jen-
kins or I know, and we will pick up and deliver to Cen-
tenary Methodist.   Even a few packages or canned items 

can make a difference.                         Thank you, Diane  
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Tom & Friends  - 

    Tom Stevens and friends prepared a Lenten fish fry 
on Friday, March 5.  It was a very popular event, and 
the food was delicious.  Tom and all those who helped 
make this event possible appreciate everyone’s sup-
port, and they hope to do more fundraising meals in 

the future. 

From The Search Committee 

    The search committee would like to thank the 
parishioners who have returned their survey and ask 
those who have not to please do so. This is the next 
step in our search for our new rector. We all know 
the stress that COVID has brought this past year, 
including the death of some of our most cherished 
members. I believe we are seeing the bright light on 
the horizon and we want to be actively searching for 

our new leader as spring progresses. 

St. Paul’s Rectory 

    After months of discussion and deliberation, the 
Vestry has decided to sell the church rectory.  This 
was not a simple or easy decision and many factors 
went into the final determination.  Some of those 
considerations included the fact that most rectors to-
day want to have their own home and not necessarily 
be restricted to Smithfield for their residence.  In ad-
dition, the cost of maintaining the rectory as a rental 
property was requiring increasing amounts of time 
and money that were not always offset by the in-
come.  The Vestry feels that it is in the best interests 
of St. Paul’s finances and the best stewardship of this 

asset to proceed with a sale. 

    The rectory has been vacated, and members of the 
Vestry are working to prepare the property for sale.  
Over the next several weeks, they will determine the 
best approach to marketing the home and identify 
any additional work that needs to be completed prior 
to putting it on the market.  The Vestry hopes the 

sale will be complete by this fall. 

    The Vestry has not made a final decision on how 
the proceeds from the sale will be used; however, 
one idea is that it will be the foundation for a long-

term legacy endowment fund that will provide in-
come for St. Paul’s for years to come.  We will pro-
vide more information as the direction becomes 

clear. 

Lance Armstrong 

Jr. Warden 
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Upcoming Dates to Remember 

Apr.   1 Maundy Thursday livestream, 7:00 pm 

Apr.   2 Good Friday livestream, 12 noon 

Apr.   3 Holy Saturday livestream, 10:00 am 

Apr.   4 Easter Day livestream, 10:00 am 

Apr.   5 Church Office Closed  

Apr. 17 ECW, 10:00 am (socially distanced in  

 Lawrence Hall with masks) 

Apr. 20 Finance, 6:00 pm (Zoom) 

Apr. 27 Vestry, 7:00 pm  (socially distanced in   

 Lawrence Hall with masks) 

Sunday Schedule 
 

 11:00 a.m. Sunday worship live-streamed 

[10:00 a.m.  Easter Day live-streamed]  

 

 

 

HELP WANTED 

Vestry member:  We are looking for someone to 
complete Sheila Stafford’s unexpired term 
(through 2022).  Qualifications: a love of St. 
Paul’s, confirmed or received in the Episcopal 
Church (this is a canonical requirement), and 
pledging to St. Paul’s.  Requires attendance at 
monthly meetings on the fourth Tuesday, plus at-
tendance at occasional called meetings and an an-

nual vestry retreat.   

Questions… ask Senior Warden Theressa Rose or 

Jill+ 

Finance Committee member:  No need to be a 
financial wizard (we are blessed with several of 
those already on the committee), but one needs to 
be committed to helping St. Paul’s to make sound 
financial decisions.  Requires attendance at 

monthly meetings on the third Tuesday.   

Questions… ask Finance Committee Chair Bob 

Kendall, Vestry liaison Pat Hovorka, or Jill+ 

Clerk of the Finance Committee:  We need 
someone to take minutes at the monthly Finance 
Committee meetings on the third Tuesday of the 

month.   

Questions… ask Bob Kendall, Pat Hovorka, or 

Jill+ 

ECW Postcard Project 


