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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

  

Hallelujah!  A few more steps towards “normal”! 

    Thanks to increasing numbers of vaccinated people, a declining Covid infection rate, and the guidance of our 
bishops (and a dedicated group from across the Diocese who are working hard on guidelines to keep all of us safe), 

we are able to take a few more steps towards “normal” as we begin to emerge from the pandemic. 

    The big news is that while wearing masks, we can sing in church! I’ll be the first to admit that singing with a 

mask on isn’t optimal, but we can now lift our voices with hymns.   

    The issue of mask-wearing continues to be much discussed, especially since the Governor has lifted that require-
ment.  Let me share why I believe we need to continue wearing them when we gather for worship.  First, we cannot 
sing if we’re not wearing masks.  (I read a powerful story in the New York Times about a community chorus in 
Washington state at the beginning of the pandemic—after a single rehearsal with an infected choir member, some 
60+ became infected, and several died.)  Second, while many of us are vaccinated, the rate across Johnston County 
is lagging behind the rate throughout North Carolina.  Until more people are vaccinated in our community, it’s un-
wise to behave as if there is no risk.  Third, more people than we might think are unable to be vaccinated, including 
children under age 12 and people with a variety of medical conditions (estimated to be 5% or more of the adult 
population).  We need—and want—to care for and protect one another, and wearing a mask for an hour or so is, I 
believe, a small sacrifice.  And if St. Paul’s is serious about wanting to grow, we probably should not rely on “well, 
everyone I know/all my friends are vaccinated” as a reason to be maskless, since someone we do not know who 

comes in the door on Sunday may well not be vaccinated. 

    We have also decided to resume the 8 a.m. service at St. Paul’s beginning June 13.  I wanted to make sure we 
had the “bugs” worked out with the ushers and moving about the church to receive communion before we did this.  
At both services we will continue our practice of social distancing and hand hygiene, but those who are fully vac-
cinated can make “pods” together beyond their immediate households.  For example, two couples who are comfort-
able with the others’ vaccination status could sit together in church.   We are still required to keep track of who 
comes to church, just in case we need to do contact tracing, but are not limited in the number of those attending as 
long as people are safely distanced.  It is helpful to hear from you ahead of time with an email to come-
tostpauls@gmail.com  so we can make sure we can space out the “pods” adequately.  There is, to be sure, a differ-
ence in accommodating three pods of six people and nine couples or singles versus 30 individuals (or maybe 10 
couples and 10 individuals).   But if you forget to email us earlier in the week, come to church anyway; we can in 

all likelihood accommodate you if you show up on Sunday morning. 

    For the foreseeable future, we will be receiving communion with bread only (this is a requirement of the Dio-

cese), and I will ask that we restrain from physically exchanging the Peace except with those in our “pod.” 

    We are all weary of this pandemic, I know.  I long to get rid of the pile of masks in my car and on my desk, and I 
am delighting to resume more normal interactions with people and seeing some of your beautiful faces.  When 
someone extended his hand to me a couple weeks ago, I shook it without thinking, and then immediately realized I 
had not shaken anyone’s hand for more than 14 months!  And, I also know that I (and everyone else) will emerge 
from this pandemic in our own ways.  “Normal” probably won’t look exactly like what it used to, and we will de-
fine that “normal” in many individual ways.  Some may choose never to shake hands or to partake of an open    
buffet (if that returns).  Some will likely continue to wear masks at least some of the time (like cold and flu sea-
son—it has been great not to pick up those viruses!).  I’m not ready yet to resume sitting down in a restaurant or 
getting on an airplane, even though I am very confident of the efficacy of the Pfizer vaccine I received.  I will get 

there.  We will get there.  And one day we will give thanks to God that the pandemic is finally behind us. 

Grace and peace, 

Jill+  
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From the Interim Rector: 

 

From the Senior Warden 

Harmony 

    This has recently become one of my favorite 
quotes.  I’ve been thinking about harmony a lot 
lately...  harmony I see in nature, harmony that I 
deeply miss in choral singing, the disharmony I see 
in the world, the harmonious interaction of prayer, 
and the lovely harmony that St. Paul’s brings to one 
another and our greater community. 
   I am not saying that we NEVER disagree or that 
everything is ALWAYS sunshine, glitter, and rain-
bows among our sisters and brothers.  However, 
each person at St. Paul’s supplies his/her own dis-
tinct “note” that blends to create a glorious         
symphony.  Not everyone has the same gifts or   
talents.   It takes variety to create the harmony we 
have.  Each one is important – each one is treas-
ured. 
   I am thankful for the many “notes” at St. Paul’s, and I look forward to the beautiful harmonies we create 
in the future. 
 

       Theressa Rose, Sr. Warden 

 

Bulletins and BCPs: Changes in What We’re Doing at St. Paul’s  

    Because we have returned the Prayer Books and Hymnals to the pew racks in church, we will be chang-
ing the format of the worship bulletin and what we send out each week via email.  Producing a full-text 
bulletin is no longer necessary as we gradually return to in-person worship, but for those who worship via 
Zoom or Facebook Live, a bulletin like what St. Paul’s produced before the pandemic, with only headings, 

is inadequate. 

    To try to meet the needs of the virtual worshippers and to reduce the amount of paper we use, we will be 
producing a Missal (a term widely used in the Roman Catholic church), a booklet that includes the full 
texts of what we say and pray every week in the service (the Mass, or Missa, hence the term “Missal”).  
The weekly worship bulletin will include page numbers that reference both the Book of Common Prayer 
and the Missal, along with the readings for the day.  A separate document with the day’s hymns will also 

be emailed, and a hard copy of the hymns will be included if you receive the bulletin by mail.   

    I recommend that you print out the Missal for your use at home if you do not have a copy of the Book of 
Common Prayer.  If you receive the bulletin in the mail, you will receive a hard copy of the Missal.  If you 
usually follow the service virtually on your phone or device and would like a printed copy of the Missal, 

call the Parish Office and we’ll mail one to you. 

The Missal will be distributed electronically with the worship bulletin for June 6 and June 13. 

       Jill+ 
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  Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2021 
 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

 5/30/2021            1/1/2021 –5/30/2021  

Pledge Payments         $1392.00   Pl. Payments    $  98.292.38 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4507.40   Pledge Budget  $104,435.08 

 

May Vestry Highlights 
 

At their meeting on May 25, the Vestry 

• Discussed the search process with Search Committee 

chair Allen Wellons. 

• Elected Linda Armstrong and Jim Levinson to the Au-
dit Committee, to assist Audit Committee chair Ginger 

Levinson. 

• Discussed the sale of the Rectory and approved a reso-
lution to send to the Diocesan Standing Committee, 

which must approve the sale of any real property.  

• Approved the Search Profile. 

• Received an update on worship guidelines from the 

Diocese. 

• Received an update on San Jose and its vaccination 
clinic held on the Day of Pentecost, May 23.  118 peo-
ple received a vaccination.  San Jose will be holding a 
second vaccination clinic in Lawrence Hall following 

their service on June 13. 

 

Finance Committee 

    At our May 18 Zoom meeting, Lindy Faulconer reported 
that, as of April 30, 2021, receipts were about $15,000 
above budget and expenses were about $2,400 under   
budget.  This was due in part to the advance payment of 
annual pledges, additional pledges/gifts from the Vestry’s 
request in February, and the PPP loan.  The PPP loan funds 
are being added to the monthly revenue in equal amounts 
over the next six months. 
 

    We heard a report that there is a contract under consider-
ation for the sale of the rectory, subject to the Diocesan 
Standing Committee approval.  The property is to be sold 
in its “as-is” condition.  A contractor advised that the cost 
to rehabilitate the house to market standards would be in 
the $35,000 to $40,000 range.  Selling the property “as-is” 
will permit a quicker sale, without the responsibility of 
overseeing the construction process.  All future responsibil-
ity for the house will pass to the buyer, relieving the Junior 
Warden of a huge responsibility.  
 

    At their April meeting, the Vestry voted to establish the 
St. Paul’s Legacy Endowment. Rev. Beimdiek has request-
ed sample endowment documents from the diocese.  We 
will explore the best investments to serve the needs of St. 
Paul’s.  As of now, the majority of the proceeds from the 
rectory sale could be used to establish the endowment. 
 

    The Committee discussed the annual review of the     
Finance Manual.  Rev. Beimdiek and Pat Hovorka have 
been reviewing the Manual for needed updates. 
 

    We are seeking volunteer(s) for a committee member 
and a clerk.  No special financial knowledge is required, 
and the clerk does not have to be a committee member.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Kendall, Chair 

    Sunday Worship Via Internet 
    Our Zoom link for Sunday-morning worship will be 
posted in our weekly email blast and bulletin. We will not 
post the link outside parish news due to recent problems 

with hackers. 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. Paul’s 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-
Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995  .     
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about add-

ing an account.     

 

Come to Church! 
 

Our 8:00 Service 

Returns 

Sunday, June 13 
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Staying connected... 

 

 

 

 

     

ECW met on May 15 for our last meeting before 
breaking for the summer.  Our final project was build-
ing and packaging 50 “Birthday Cake Kits.”  Each kit 
contained a 13x9 foil cake pan, cake mix, frosting, 
birthday plates and napkins, AND candles!  All kids 
should have a birthday cake no matter what their cir-
cumstances may be with food security.  We donated 
these kits to the Smithfield Area Ministries Food 
Closet.  John Parrish, coordinator for the Food Closet, 
loved our project and cannot wait to see what re-
sponse he gets from their clients!  We enjoyed chat-
ting and catching up while the assembly line process 
made our work fly by.  Those present to help were: 
Nancy Gibbs, Karen Kendall, Sherrill Weathers, 
Theressa Rose, Pat Hovorka, Allison Elsee, Kay 
Hewitt, Debby Jenkins, Jenny Batten-Wiley, and  

Linda Overby. 

    Don’t miss out on all the fun and good works!! 

Meetings resume in September. 

~ Nancy Gibbs, President  

***Recipes are still needed!!  The cookbook project 

is still alive, just tabled for publication until we can 

worship together again. PLEASE continue to submit 

your recipes for our Cookbook Project either by en-

tering them online or by using the enclosed form.  We 

look forward to seeing recipes from any and all who 

would like to contribute. 

To submit a recipe(s) online go to:  

https://www.typensave.com.   

Enter the login: stpaulsecw and password: pickle213 

To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the form 
in this newsletter. Mail it to St. Paul’s or drop it 
through the mail slot on the office entry door.  Feel 

free to copy the form for additional submissions. 

     If you have any questions regarding the cookbook 
project, please contact any of the following commit-
tee members:  Nancy Gibbs (committee chair),       
Pat Hovorka, Theressa Rose, Kay Hewitt, Sherrill 

Weathers, and Jenny Batten-Wiley. 

ECW’s Birthday Cake Kits 
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News and events 

 

My Kid’s Club 

    The children of My Kid’s Club appreciate these snacks: fruit, 

lower-sugar or sodium items and bottled water.   

Meg Scovil will pick up donated snacks and deliver to My Kid’s 
Club.  Should you wish to donate these items, simply leave your 
donations on the bench outside the church office door on a week-
day.  Mike Hugo will place your donated items in the office hall-

way and contact Meg.  

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. 

~ Meg Scovil 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee has been busy behind the scenes (we're not yet meeting in person) 

to keep up with our commitments to the community.  

Checks were mailed out in May to the Episcopal Farmworker Ministry, Camp Courage (which will hold a   
virtual event this year), the Food Bank, My Kid's Club, and Habitat for Humanity. Thankfully, our budget has 
not suffered from any cutbacks, so we are able to continue to support the organizations on our list.  Outreach 

provided bottled water to the San Jose vaccination event, which was held on Sunday, May 23. 

We are hoping to place a "Little Pantry" in the near future on the 2nd Street side lawn area of St. Paul’s.  This 
will enable folks to leave packaged food donations, and those in need can help themselves to the donations. 
 We will be look for someone to help us build this project, which will be utilized by anyone in the community 

suffering from food insecurity. 

Please continue to bring your aluminum pop-tops and leave in the container on the Outreach table outside 
Lawrence Hall.  We will continue to bring your donations of packaged foods to the Smithfield Area Ministries 

Community Food Closet located at Centenary Methodist Church. 

Thank you for your continuing support.  

~  Diane and Debbie  

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee     
meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 



St. Paul’s Search Committee Update 

   We talk and hear a lot about “diversity” these days.  Your Search Committee is diverse with representation 
from the 8:00 as well as the 11:00 service, long-time St. Paul’s members as well as newer members, people 
who are involved in Sunday School classes for children and adults or who sing in the choir or ring chimes, 
people who serve as lectors and altar-guild members, and those who support the church by sitting in the pews 

each week taking in the beauty of the church and the service. 

   Our diversity provides different perspectives but ultimately leads us to blend for a common goal.  Each 

Search Committee member is dedicated to finding the best rector possible to lead and grow our church. 

   The Committee took a big leap forward this month, providing the Ministry Portfolio located at            
https://www.episdionc.org/clergy-positions/ on the Diocese website.  Information in the portfolio began with 
consideration of your survey responses, followed by structuring that data, along with fact-checking and opin-
ions of the Search Committee members, into a document that we felt best represented our congregation.  A 
draft was provided to the Vestry, who offered valuable input, which led to the final version that we provided 

to the Diocese. 

   Now we begin a new phase in the process of finding a rector.  We wait to see who answers our call, hoping 

that one of those who respond will be the perfect fit for St. Paul’s. 
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St. Paul’s Search Prayer 

     Almighty God, you know the needs of your Church in every place:  look graciously upon the 

people of St. Paul’s, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we seek a new Rector for 

this parish.  Give us discernment, wisdom, and confidence in your timing.  Guide the members of 

our Search Commi$ee as they labor to be faithful in seeking your will.  

     We pray for the life of our parish, that we may continue to be strengthened in our mission to 

be Jesus Christ’s heart, hands, and feet to our neighbors no ma$er where they are on their 

journey of faith.  Bless us with mutual trust and respect, courage, and foresight as you shepherd 

our community through its journey.  Grace us with continuous direction and inspire us toward 

genuine self-reflection.  All this we ask as we walk in your ways to the glory of your name.  

Amen.   
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Are You As Grateful? 

    As I was contemplating what I would write about 
for our Stewardship article, the word grateful spoke 
to my spirit.  If I had one word to describe current 

circumstances, it would be grateful. 

    We appear to be emerging out of the pandemic. 
While there is still much to be concerned about, there 
are things to be grateful about.  We are again moving 
toward being able to safely return to our church for 
services and greet and catch up with many members 
that we have not seen, in some cases, for a year.  We 
have said goodbye to some of our cherished mem-
bers as they made their transition from this life to the 
next.  I am grateful to have known them, and I hope 
your memories of them will be a blessing to you.  
Three vaccines are making a difference for you and 
our neighbors, wherever they may be, if you got vac-
cinated.  Yet, all is not perfect and there are those 
who will always find fault in good efforts.  For some 
the economy is moving in the right direction, and for 
others the financial support from various federal pro-
grams has been a literal financial lifeline, including 
our church.  Employment is slowly starting to im-
prove, and people are returning to much needed full-
time employment.  In some cases, employers are 
having a hard time finding workers.  I know that this 
is not the case for everyone.  I know that some of our 
brothers and sisters are struggling with many chal-
lenges and disappointments.  I know that this may be 

a time of doubt and uncertainty for a brighter future. 

    I am grateful for where we are and where we are 
going. I am grateful that very soon we will visit fami-
ly who are a distance away, because they all have 
now been vaccinated.  I am grateful that our Vestry 
has been a guiding body to make decisions and to 
ensure that we are looking to the future of a new 
priest, and we all will be back together and on more 
solid footing.  I am grateful for each of you for re-
maining faithful and being the best steward you can 
be in these times of trial.  I am grateful for everyone 
who is continuing to give of your time, talents, and 

treasures in whatever way and amount that you can.   

 

Finally, I am grateful for those who wanted to sup-
port our church more fully this past pledge effort 
but were not able or continue to struggle with their 
decision or capacity to give of their stretched treas-
ure.  Yes, I remain grateful for you for I have been 
there too, and because we are the faithful believers, 

things will be better for us all. 

~ Griffin David Lockett 

 



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Upcoming Dates to Remember 

June 13   8:00 am Sunday Worship returns 

June 15  Finance, 6:00 pm (Zoom) 

June 21  Chrismon, 10:00 am (socially distanced             

    in Lawrence Hall with masks) 

June 22   Vestry 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall  

 

Sunday Schedule 

  8:00 am   Sunday Worship (resumes June 13) 

11:00 am   Sunday Worship  

 

GLOBAL 6K (3.7 miles) WALK 

FOR CLEAN WATER 
     Nine members of St. Paul’s participated and many  
others in our parish contributed to the Global 6K Walk 
for Clean Water, which was held on Saturday, May 22.  

We collected $750!!!  Way to go, People of St. Paul’s! 

 

 


