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FROM THE INTERIM RECTOR 

     I am more than delighted that St. Paul’s is starting a new ministry to address a serious problem in our     
community.  Our Blessing Box, located outside Lawrence Hall on the Church Street side, will really help meet 

the needs of our hungry neighbors. 

     The concept underlying the Blessing Box is that both those who give and those who receive are blessed, 
and lettering on the box explains how it works: “Leave what you can.  Take what you need.  Above all, be 

blessed.”  Anyone can take non-perishable food from the box, and anyone can add to it. 

     The last parish I served in South Carolina put up a Blessing Box a couple months before I left.  I was 
stunned to see how quickly it could be emptied--hunger was a more pressing need in our neighborhood than I 
knew.  I saw the box filled by a volunteer, and it could be empty only hours later.  I was also delighted to hear 

accounts of parents and young children unknown to our parish who brought bags of food and filled it. 

     You may not know how prevalent hunger is in our community.  According to the Inter-faith Food Shuttle, 
which serves the Triangle and four adjacent counties, including Johnston, North Carolina is the 10th hungriest 
state in the nation.  Almost 1.6 million NC households don’t have enough to eat, and more than 15% of those 
in the Shuttle’s service area face food insecurity (defined as not having enough to eat, facing doubts about 
where the next meal comes from, or making hard decisions about who in the household gets to eat).  More 
alarming is that almost 25% of NC children face hunger on a regular basis, and more than half of public school 

students in the seven counties served by the Shuttle applied for free or reduced price school meals. 

     And, it’s not just children who are hungry.  Approximately 18% of NC seniors are food insecure, and an  
estimated 32% of our seniors live near or below the poverty level (defined as $12,880 for a household of one, 

or $26,500 for a household of four). 

     Our Blessing Box will make a difference, and through it we will be doing exactly what Jesus talked about:  
when people are hungry, those of us who follow Jesus are commanded to feed them.  You can help by buying 
a couple extra cans or jars of food (ordinary size, not extra-large ones, are best) and bringing that food to      
St. Paul’s.  Put it in the Blessing Box and say a 
prayer for those who your donation will bless.  
There will also be a basket in the office hall-
way and one at the back of the nave, so we can 
have a stash of food to put in the Box if it runs 

empty. 

     Thanks to Debby Jenkins and the Outreach 
Committee for bringing up the idea of the 
Blessing Box and to Bill Jordan, Mike Weath-
ers, Billy Carter, Gene Johnson, and Dick 
Hawk for building our Blessing Box. 
 

Grace and peace, 

Jill+ 

 

   
The filled—and blessed—Blessing Box  

with the construction crew (missing Bill Jordan) 
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From the Interim Rector: 

  Worship Update 

   Following the guidance of our bishops (who are regularly consulting with infectious disease doctors and   

scientists), we are carefully moving back to something that seems a bit more normal.  We have resumed the     

8 a.m. service.  At 11 a.m. we are singing hymns, hallelujah, although we have to wear masks to do so, and we 

will begin singing the service music (the Gloria and the Sanctus) soon.  It is permitted for the lector and the 

preacher to remove their masks, but I still need to wear mine when I am celebrating and sharing the Eucharist.  

I can now give you the bread (instead of you picking up the paper cup containing it), which is a source of deep 

delight for me.  We are not allowed to administer wine yet, and it will likely be at least a few months before we 

can consider using the common cup.  Do remember that in the Episcopal Church we consider full communion 

is received with bread only, with wine only, or both. 

   We are still advised to maintain social distance in church, but people who are vaccinated and comfortable 

with others’ status can form unrelated “pods” and sit together.  Exchanging the peace is not hands-on with 

those outside our “pod,” but we have found it easy to greet one another with a bow, a wave, a wink, or a fist   

or elbow bump.  And, we are still required to maintain a list of who comes to church in the unlikely event    

that someone tests positive for Covid, so we can contact anyone who may have been exposed. 

   St. Paul’s will continue livestreaming the 11 a.m. service.  I think this is a practice that most churches will 

never discontinue.  Churches and religious practices have changed during this pandemic, and one of our chal-

lenges will be maintaining community with this sort of hybrid worship, with some coming for in-person wor-

ship as frequently as they did pre-pandemic, some coming to church occasionally and worshipping with the 

livestream other weeks, and some perhaps worshipping only virtually (and perhaps sometimes at churches oth-

er than St. Paul’s--I’ve heard of lots of people who have “returned” at least occasionally to worship streamed 

by churches that were important in their past).   

   We just resumed coffee hour after the 11 a.m. service, and the fellowship was wonderful!  Come and join us! 

       Jill+  

 

St. Paul’s Search Prayer 

     Almighty God, you know the needs of your Church in every place:  look graciously upon the 

people of St. Paul’s, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we seek a new Rector for 

this parish.  Give us discernment, wisdom, and confidence in your timing.  Guide the members of 

our Search Commi$ee as they labor to be faithful in seeking your will.  

     We pray for the life of our parish, that we may continue to be strengthened in our mission to 

be Jesus Christ’s heart, hands, and feet to our neighbors no ma$er where they are on their 

journey of faith.  Bless us with mutual trust and respect, courage, and foresight as you shepherd 

our community through its journey.  Grace us with continuous direction and inspire us toward 

genuine self-reflection.  All this we ask as we walk in your ways to the glory of your name.  

Amen.   



News and Notes... 
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  Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2021 
 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

 6/27/2021            1/1/2021 – 6/27/2021  

Pledge Payments         $2497.00   Pl. Payments    $117,558.28 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4507.40   Pledge Budget  $122,464.68 

 

June Vestry Highlights 
 

At its June 22 meeting, the Vestry 

• Approved resolutions regarding the Emergency      
Reserve Fund and Emergency Repair Fund. The Parish 
Finance Manual stipulates that two months’ expenses 
will be held in the Reserve fund and $10,000 be held 
in the Repair fund—the resolutions directed that a total 
of $2543 be transferred from the Net Assets line to 

restore these two funds to their required balances. 

• Received an update on the sale of the Rectory,        
which is pending approval by the Diocesan Standing       

Committee 

• Discussed the issue of health insurance for 2022.  The 
cost for clergy + 1 is approximately double the cost for 
employee only; for full family the cost is approximate-

ly three times what we are currently paying.   

• Received an update on worship/reopening as we move 

forward from the pandemic restrictions. 

• Reviewed the Vestry liaisons to ministry groups.  

Here’s the complete list for 2021: 

 Altar Guild   Mike Weathers 

 Brotherhood of St. Andrew David Wiley 

 Building and Grounds  Lance Armstrong 

 Choir & Chime Choir  Theressa Rose 

 Daughters of the King  Linda Beckett 

 ECW   Theressa Rose 

 Finance   Pat Hovorka 

 Formation   Don Overby and  

     Lance Armstrong 

 Iglesia San José  Gene Johnson 

 Kitchen Guild  Mike Weathers 

 Outreach   Mike Weathers 

 Stewardship   Tom Stevens  

 

Finance Committee 

    At our June 15 Zoom meeting, Lindy Faulconer  
reported that as of May 31, 2021, monthly receipts 
were $3,027 above budget and year-to-date revenue 
was $18,326 above budget, which includes $18,950 of 
PPP loan funds.  The PPP loan funds will be available 
to supplement the revenue for June, July, and August.  
Expenses for May were $816 below budget, and for 
the year, expenses were $7,285 below the budget.  
Lindy also reported that the Emergency Reserve Fund 
and the Emergency Repair Fund both need to be re-

plenished to the recommended levels. 

   Concerning the sale of the rectory, the contract for 
the sale has been submitted to the Diocesan Standing 
Committee and was scheduled to be reviewed on June 

21, 2021.  We expect the sale to be approved. 

    The Committee discussed the annual review of the 
Finance Manual.  Rev. Beimdiek and Pat Hovorka 
have been extensively reviewing the manual for need-

ed updates. 

    It was discussed and decided that going forward   
the Finance Committee will meet on a quarterly basis 
rather than monthly.  The Rector, Wardens, and Treas-
urer will perform an online review of the financials 

prior to the monthly Vestry meetings. 

   We are seeking volunteer(s) for committee members 

and a clerk.  No special financial knowledge is re-

quired, and the clerk does not have to be a committee 

member.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Kendall, Chair 

    Sunday Worship Via Internet 

    Our Zoom link for Sunday-morning worship will be 
posted in our weekly email blast and bulletin. We will not 
post the link outside parish news due to recent problems 

with hackers. 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. Paul’s 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-
Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995  .     
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about add-

ing an account.     
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Staying connected... 

 

Each month ECW members gather together for 

fellowship and to discuss ways in which we can 

assist those in need in our communities.  We in-

vite all women of  St. Paul’s to join us.  Please 

come and take part as we bring our projects to 

realization.  Your input is important, plus new 

and fresh ideas are always welcome! 

 

 

    ECW is currently on summer break. 

    The Smithfield Area Ministries Community 

Food Closet reports that our last project, Birthday 

Cake Kits, was gratefully received by families.  

Everyone was so excited about them.  We’ve 

talked about doing another “batch” in the Fall. 

    Ladies, please make plans to join us when we 

reconvene after a much deserved break.  Our 

next meeting will be held at 10:00 am Saturday, 

September 18. 

Join us- we do good work in His name!  

~ Nancy Gibbs, President  

***Recipes are still needed!!  The cookbook project 

is still alive, just tabled for publication until later.  

PLEASE continue to submit your recipes for our 

Cookbook Project either by entering them online or 

by using the enclosed form.   

To submit a recipe(s) online go to:  

https://www.typensave.com.   

Enter the login: stpaulsecw and password: pickle213 

To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the form 
in this newsletter. Mail it to St. Paul’s or drop it 
through the mail slot on the office entry door.  Feel 

free to copy the form for additional submissions. 

     If you have any questions regarding the cookbook 
project, please contact any of the following commit-
tee members:  Nancy Gibbs (committee chair),       
Pat Hovorka, Theressa Rose, Kay Hewitt, Sherrill 

Weathers, and Jenny Batten-Wiley. 

 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    On May 27, after a 15-month absence, The 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew resumed its monthly 
dinner meetings in Lawrence Hall.  John Branch 
provided a delicious meal of chicken, salad, rice, 
apple pie, and ice cream.  There were 15 in attend-
ance.  Everyone was pleased to start our meetings 
again.  During the meeting, it was voted that The 
Brotherhood would provide a Blessing Box for the 
Outreach Committee.  Photos of the building pro-

ject can be found elsewhere in the newsletter. 

    Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday,  
July 8, at 6:00 pm in Lawrence Hall.  All men and 

youth are invited to attend. 

Submitted by Mike Weathers 
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News and events 

 

My Kid’s Club 

    The children of My Kid’s Club appreciate these snacks: fruit, 

lower-sugar or sodium items and juice boxes.   

Meg Scovil will pick up donated snacks and deliver to My Kid’s 
Club.  Should you wish to donate these items, simply leave your 
donations on the bench outside the church office door on a week-
day.  Mike Hugo will place your donated items in the office hall-

way and contact Meg.  

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. 

~ Meg Scovil 

      The Outreach and Social Justice Committee has not yet started meeting in person.  However, we continue 
to maintain our commitments to the community.  A monetary donation was made to the diocesan HUGS 
Camp, which will hold a virtual camp this year.  We also provided water and juice for the second San José 

COVID vaccine clinic on Sunday, June 13. 

      Thanks to some very capable carpenters, progress has been made on the 
St. Paul's Blessing Box, (the name for our little food pantry).  We ask for    
donations of packaged, non-perishable food items.  These will be placed in  
the Blessing Box.  We will also continue to support the Smithfield Area    

Ministries Community Food Closet at Centenary Methodist Church. 

     Back to school will be upon us quickly, and once again, we will be looking 
to support those who are not able to purchase the nec-

essary school supplies. 

     Please continue to bring your aluminum pop-tops 
and leave them in the container on the Outreach table 

outside Lawrence Hall.  

     Thank you for your continuing support.  

 ~  Diane and Debby 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee     
meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 



 

From the Senior Warden 

Coffee Hour has Returned! 

    Fifteen months ago, I never would have thought I 

would miss something as simple as coffee hour at  

St. Paul’s.  As it turns out, coffee hour is not a simplis-
tic gathering at all.  Coffee hour is a little slice of time 
every week when we can connect over a bit of caffeine 
and conversation.  It’s much more than a beverage and 
some snacks.  The time represents what we are called 

by Christ to do in the world – love and care for one  

another.   

    I look forward to seeing you there soon! 

   Theressa Rose, Sr. Warden 
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C - Connection 

O - Openness 

F - Family 

F - Feed 

E - Empathy 

E – Encouragement 

H – Humorous 

O – Organized 

U – Uplifting 

R – Resourceful 

 

~~ COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED ~~ 

Now that we’re gathering for fellowship after the 11 a.m. service, we need volunteers 
to host.  There are some restrictions--food must be individually packaged or served by 
someone masked and gloved.  But, it’s still pretty easy to do.  Sign up to host a Sunday 

with a friend or two.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside Lawrence Hall. 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION IS IN NOVEMBER... 

and St. Paul’s needs another delegate and a couple alternates. 

    Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan and Bill Jordan will represent us in Winston-Salem at the annual 

Diocesan Convention being held November 19-20, but St. Paul’s is entitled to three dele-

gates.  We also need to elect a couple of alternates.  Convention is fun and informative, and 

financial assistance is available. 

    Are you interested in serving?  Talk to Jill+ before the next Vestry meeting on July 27. 
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Stewardship Corner 
 

Sweet Tea and Spicy Talk 
 

    If you are a fan of “The Andy Griffith Show,” you 
know what this reference refers to.  Andy meets 
Clara Edwards on the porch, and he asks her what 
she and Aunt Bea have been up to.  Clara replies, 
“Oh just a little sweet tea and spicy talk.”  As we 
come to the other side of the pandemic, I think it is 

time for a little “sweet tea and spicy talk.”   

    When I was a child, my grandmother and her 
friends would engage in this ritual.  There would be a 
frosty, silver pitcher of sweet iced tea and the good 
etched glasses, all on a silver tray with a linen nap-
kin.  There was fresh mint picked that morning from 
a mint bed that started from a sprig that came from 
an old Virginia estate with ties to George Washing-
ton [only in Virginia does the mint have a pedigree]. 
The mint was placed in an old silver julep cup.  A 
tray of cucumber sandwiches and tomato sandwiches 
was draped with a damp cloth keeping them fresh.  
Chipped ice was purchased specially from the ice 
plant.  The crowning glory was a freshly baked cara-
mel cake, my grandmother's specialty.  I was ban-
ished outside, not to come into the house until I was 
called.  For several hours there would be laughter 
and shrieks of merriment from the living room.  This 

is one of my fondest memories of childhood. 

 

 

    I want to encourage everyone to engage in a little 
sweet tea and spicy talk this summer.  You don’t 
have to make it elaborate.  It is the fellowship that 
is important… the fellowship of laughter, of memo-
ries, of just plain fun that friends can have.  The 
setting can be the porch, the kitchen table, or per-
haps the deck.  A little iced tea, something to nibble 
on, and your collective spirit is all you need.  There 
is no end to the topics or subjects of conversation 
you can choose.  Once you have finished, you will 

want to plan another. 

    After a year and a half of what we have been 
through, a little “sweet tea and spicy talk” is just 

what the doctor ordered.  Enjoy yourself!!! 

Blessings to you, 

Eric Jackson 

Stewardship Committee 

 

    Please keep our Search Committee in your 
thoughts and prayers as they continue to work on 

finding a new Rector for St. Paul’s. 



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Upcoming Dates  

to Remember 

 

 July  5 Church Office Closed  

 July  8  Brotherhood, 6:00 pm, Lawrence Hall  

 July 20  Finance, 6:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 July 27  Vestry 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall  

 

Sunday Schedule 

     8:00 am   Sunday Worship 

 11:00 am   Sunday Worship  

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew in Action! 

Blessing Box committee: Billy Carter, Gene Johnson, 
Bill Jordan, Dick Hawk, and Mike Weathers. Construc-
tion of the Blessing Box for the Outreach Committee 
started on June 16.  The project is completed, and   

Outreach has stocked the shelves. 

      Project  
  Supervisors 

   (left-right) 

   Dick Hawk, 
Mike Weathers, 
 Gene Johnson 

 

 

 

 

Measure twice, 

cut once... 

Bill Jordan at the 

saw 

 

 

 

 

Top photo:  Beginning of the Blessing Box 

Bottom photo:  Mike Weathers & Dick Hawk 


