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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN 

 

Discernment 

    I’ve been giving some thought to the various phrases in the St. Paul’s Search Prayer recently focusing on 
“Give us discernment, wisdom, and confidence in your timing.”  Merriam-Webster defines discernment as 
“the quality of being able to grasp and comprehend what is obscure.”  In religious contexts it is defined as 
“perception in the absence of judgment with a view to obtaining spiritual guidance and understanding.”  
Words with similar meanings as discernment are judgement, enlightenment, insight, perception, wisdom, 

awareness, cleverness, acumen, and shrewdness. 

    As we pray for discerning minds and hearts during this portion of our faith journey, I’m reminded that 

Solomon also asked God for understanding (as we read during the First Lesson on Pentecost 12, August 15). 

“Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern 

between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” It pleased the Lord that 

Solomon had asked this.  God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked 

for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word.  Indeed I give you a 

wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise 

after you.” 
 
Dear Lord, grant us wisdom and insight. 
 

Theressa Rose 
Sr. Warden 

St. Paul’s Search Prayer 

     Almighty God, you know the needs of your Church in every place:  look graciously upon the 

people of St. Paul’s, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we seek a new Rector for 

this parish.  Give us discernment, wisdom, and confidence in your timing.  Guide the members of 

our Search Commi$ee as they labor to be faithful in seeking your will.  

     We pray for the life of our parish, that we may continue to be strengthened in our mission to 

be Jesus Christ’s heart, hands, and feet to our neighbors no ma$er where they are on their 

journey of faith.  Bless us with mutual trust and respect, courage, and foresight as you shepherd 

our community through its journey.  Grace us with continuous direction and inspire us toward 

genuine self-reflection.  All this we ask as we walk in your ways to the glory of your name.  

Amen.   
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PASTORAL CARE 

    In the time between Jill’s departure from St. Paul’s and 
when our next rector arrives, Senior Warden Theressa 
Rose should be contacted regarding any pastoral needs.  
There are clergy on backup in the event of an emergency, 
and several parishioners are ready to support others with 

prayers.   

    Theressa’s cell phone is (919) 306-1943.  You can call 

or text her. 

    Her email is songbirdnc36@aol.com. 

 



News and Notes... 
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  Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2021 
 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

 8/29/2021       1/1/2021 – 8/29/2021  

Pledge Payments         $3117.50   Pl. Payments    $150,093.44 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4507.40   Pledge Budget  $157,759.00 

 

July Vestry Highlights 
 

At its August 24 meeting, the Vestry 

• Received the Audit Report of St. Paul’s 2020   
finances.  Our parish’s finances were conducted 
properly, and the audit findings were minimal.  
Thanks to Ginger Levinson, Jim Levinson, and 

Linda Armstrong for conducting the audit.   

• Received an update on the establishment of the  

St. Paul’s Legacy Endowment Fund. 

• Discussed the transition as Jill prepares to depart. 

• Discussed the rising Covid infection rate in   

Johnston County. 

 

Help Wanted 

Immediate Openings 

St. Paul’s A/V (audio visual) Team 

needs your help! 

 

No experience needed. 

On the job training. 

Start your rewarding career  

this week! 

 

Contact Mike Weathers 

Michealwweathers@gmail.com 

919-931-2477 

Finance Committee 

    At the July 27 Vestry meeting, it was approved that 

the Finance Committee would change to quarterly 

meetings rather than monthly, with the provision that 

additional meetings would be called if needed.   

Therefore, our next meeting is scheduled for October 

19.  The proposed revisions to the Finance Manual 

were approved at the July meeting also. 

    We are seeking volunteers to serve on the Finance 

Committee,  and we are looking for a clerk.  No 

special financial knowledge is required, and the clerk 

does not have to be a committee member.  Please 

contact me if you are interested or have questions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Kendall, Chair 

    Sunday Worship Via Internet 

    Our Zoom link for Sunday-morning worship will be 
posted in our weekly email blast and bulletin. We will not 
post the link outside parish news due to recent problems 

with hackers. 

    Our Facebook link is the home page for the St. Paul’s 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Pauls-
Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995  .     
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about 

adding an account.     
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Staying connected... 

 

 

    I’m looking forward to beginning our new 

season, and I hope all you ladies are too.  Our 

first meeting is Saturday, September 18, at 10 am 

in Lawrence Hall.  Please make plans to join 

us!!! 

We do good work in His name!  

~ Nancy Gibbs, President  

     Recipes are still needed!!  The cookbook 

project is still alive, just tabled for publication 

until later.  PLEASE continue to submit your 

recipes for our Cookbook Project either online or 

by using the enclosed form. 

To submit a recipe(s) online go to:  

https://www.typensave.com.   

Enter the login: stpaulsecw and password: 

pickle213 

     To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the 
form in this newsletter. Mail it to St. Paul’s or 
drop it through the mail slot on the office entry 

door.   

     If you have any questions regarding the cook-
book project, please contact any of the following 
committee members:  Nancy Gibbs (committee 
chair), Pat Hovorka, Theressa Rose, Kay Hewitt, 

Sherrill Weathers, and Jenny Batten-Wiley. 

 Kitchen Guild 

     The Kitchen Guild has resumed their monthly 
meetings, which are held on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 10:30 a.m. in the church kitchen.  
Our next meeting is planned for September 7.  We 
are always willing to welcome new members!!  We 
have a lot of fun visiting while we work and have 
been known to go out for lunch afterwards. 
     Please join us if you can.  If you have any 
questions, please contact co-chair Debby 
Jenkins, djenkins2615@nc.rr.com, or co-chair    

Sherrill Weathers, sherrilllw@gmail.com. 

 

Altar Guild 

     Thanks once again to all our team members for 
jumping back in to the water and handling the few 
differences we have in setting up for our services at 
this time.  
     We want to welcome Allison Elsee to our 
group! Allison is already a great asset to the team 
of Theressa Rose and Jenny Batten-Wiley. We 
would love to have a few more like Allison-if you 
are interested please email me or give me a call. 
 

Sherrill Weathers 
Sherrilllw@gmail.com 

(919) 553-5738  

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

    At the August meeting of The Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew we had a representative from My 
Kid’s Club give us an overview of how they help 

the underserved youth in Johnston County. 

    The Brotherhood is looking into ways that we 
can assist them with any projects they may have.  
Representatives of the Brotherhood are going to 
take a tour of the facility to 
see if there is a way to pair 

our skills to their needs. 

    We are looking forward to 
an ongoing partnership with 

My Kid’s Club. 
 

~Mike Weathers 

D.O.K.  will resume meetings 
starting September 25 at 11 am 
in Lawrence Hall.  Mark your 

calendar. 

       Welcome back, Sisters ! 

We will maintain social distance guidelines and 

remember your masks, please. 

Linda Beckett  

Chapter President 
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News and events 

 

My Kid’s Club 

    The children of My Kid’s Club appreciate these snacks: fruit, 

lower-sugar or sodium items and juice boxes.   

Meg Scovil will pick up donated snacks and deliver to My Kid’s 
Club.  Should you wish to donate these items, simply leave your 
donations on the bench outside the church office door on a 
weekday.  Mike Hugo will place your donated items in the office 

hallway and contact Meg.  

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. 

~ Meg Scovil 

    Outreach and Social Justice met and discussed upcoming plans for the remainder of the year and 2022.  We 
finalized the back-to-school backpack and school supplies drive.  As of now, our plans are to sponsor an Angel 

Tree during the Christmas season as in years past. 

    We continue to appreciate your donations to the Blessing Box.  It must be replenished frequently during the 
week, so every bit helps.  We are going to continue to donate the canned goods brought on the first Sunday of 
the month to Smithfield Area Ministries Food Pantry.  A big thank you to John Hobart for continuing to 

deliver these items.  

    Donations in August were made to Smithfield Rescue Mission, Community and Senior Services of Johnston 

County,  and Serve the Need of Johnston County.  

    Thank you for your continuing support.  

 ~  Diane and Debby 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 
meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 
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Stewardship Corner 

When I get a Million Dollars… 

    In my youth, there used to be a television show 
titled “The Millionaire.”  Each week an ordinary 
person, obviously not a millionaire, would be 
carefully selected to receive a cashier’s check made 
out to them for $1million.  The check would be 
given to them with no requirements as to how they 
should use the money.  The check would be 
delivered in person by a serious, formal, and 
debonair man in the employment of the rich donor, 
John Beresford Tipton.  On the television show, we 
never saw Mr. Tipton’s face; we just heard his very 
deep and serious voice giving instructions to 
whoever should receive the next million dollars. 
    Young and older people would fantasize and talk 
about what each would do if they had a million 
dollars.  Well, of course someone would challenge 
them and bring them back to reality.  Someone 
would ask, since they didn’t have a million, how 
about giving them $5 now. 
    In the 1950s a million dollars was a lot of 
money.  The equivalent of a million dollars today is 
just over $10 million, and for some people $5 is 
still a lot of money. 
    The probability of getting $10 million or even $1 
million is very unrealistic unless Publisher’s 
Clearing House or the Lotto comes to you.  
Fortunately, there are other ways to give, such as 
your time and talent.  For example, the Finance 
Committee has had unfilled vacancies for about a 
year.  They could use your time now and there’s no 
cost to serve.  The Outreach and Stewardship 
Committees and others need your time; no special 
talent needed.  Did you contribute even $5 of 
school supplies or a food item for the Blessing 
Box? 
    You do not have to wait until you are a 
millionaire to give something now.  What you can 
give may not seem like 
much, but when God 
touches our hearts and all 
give, something special can 
happen.  And, well, you 
know the story about the 
fish and loaves of bread. 
 

Griffin David Lockett, 
Stewardship Committee 

School Supplies for Scholars 

Wow!  Your generous contributions of school 
supplies will make a real difference in the lives 
of some young scholars in our community.  The 
stack of donated backpacks and supplies was 
impressive.  But, a picture doesn’t always tell 

the whole story. 

Here’s what you contributed: 

19 backpacks  

43 packs of loose-leaf paper  

48 composition books 

10 pencil boxes, pouches and sharpeners 

27 packs of pencils  

24 packs of crayons  

18 packs of colored pencils  

67 glue sticks  

22 packs of pens  

2 packs of post-its  

10 packs of sharpies and highlighters  

2 calculators  

6 packs of erasers  

34 folders  

5 packs of markers  

10 packs of index cards  

4 packs of Kleenex  

10 bottles of hand sanitizer  

1 pack of scotch tape  

10 pairs of scissors  

2 rulers 

4 sheets of stickers  

1 watercolor paint kit  

 

Thank you, thank you for your generous  

support of children in our community!! 
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee collected backpacks 

and school supplies.  These were blessed on Sunday, August 22, 

before being distributed to young scholars in our community. 

 

 

 

 

Jeremy, Ivan, 
and Miranda 
Shaner receive 
a blessing from 

Rev. Jill. 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Sunday Schedule 

     8:00 am   Sunday Worship 

 11:00 am   Sunday Worship  

Upcoming Dates  

to Remember 

 

 Sept  6   Labor Day, Office Closed 

 Sept  7  Kitchen Guild, 10:30 am 

 Sept  9   Brotherhood, 6:00 pm, Lawrence Hall  

 Sept 18  ECW, 10:00 am, Lawrence Hall 

 Sept 20  Chrismons, 10:00 am, Lawrence Hall  

 Sept 25   D.O.K., 11:00 am, Lawrence Hall 

 Sept 28  Vestry 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall  


