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PREPARING OUR TIME OF MINISTRY TOGETHER 

Dear St. Paul’s,  

    It is with great joy that I write to you today, as I prepare to become your next rector 
beginning November 8.  Having had the pleasure to interact with your Search Committee, 
Wardens, and Vestry I have felt the spirit of hospitality, welcome, and love that you all at St. 
Paul’s embody.  I am so looking forward to getting to know and work with you more and more 
as we begin our journey together.  It seems so fitting that we begin our shared ministry at the 

onset of our Advent season. 

    I am sure for many of you it has felt like a long, possibly even arduous season of waiting 
and preparing… having had to say goodbye to your beloved Rector of a decade, Fr. Jim 
Melnyk, having taken on the intentional work of finding a new church leader, and finally, 
prayerfully entering the discerning process of calling that person all while in the midst of a 
pandemic.  And, for your invitation and acceptance of me as that new rector, I could not be 
more thankful and honored.  Having the opportunity to serve the Episcopal Church in the 
community where my husband Drew and I have chosen to raise our children and root our 
family is a blessing and a privilege.  We are so thrilled and excited to begin growing in faith 

and fellowship alongside each and every one of you.  

    My hope and prayer is that as we begin our time together, especially during our approaching 
season of Advent, we can continue to prepare space in our lives, in our hearts, in our minds, 
and in our souls to see how we as St. Paul’s, as baptized Christians, and as members of our 
larger community, are being called to this new chapter in our spiritual journey.  Take time and 
space to enjoy the excitement and delight that comes as we embark on a new chapter together, 

while honoring the places we have come from and things we may have left behind. 

    As we enter this season of preparing, I encourage you to come and see (or call) me during 
my office hours (9 am to 5 pm, Tuesdays through Thursdays).  I also love to walk and chat (for 
those who would like social distance and/or exercise) or have a coffee and chat (for those who 
would like caffeine and sustenance).  I am so thrilled to begin sharing this journey with you as 
St. Pauls’ continues to be a welcoming, hospitable, and loving presence in our community.  I 
will keep you all in my prayers, and I pray you keep me in yours as we prepare to begin our 

ministry together.  

Your sister in Christ,  

The Rev. Kate Byrd  
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Stewardship Corner 

The Gift of Pickle Relish 

    When I was growing up, the autumn of the year always meant the making of homemade 

pickle relish, or as we say in the south, Chow Chow. 

    My grandmother made the best Chow Chow.  She would get a box of green tomatoes, green 
peppers, cabbage, onions, vinegar, pickling spice, salt, and sugar. This would all be ground and 
cooked and then put in jars.  My job was to grind all the vegetables.  The grinding was done on 
an old time hand cranked meat grinder.  I look back on this with fond memories, because it was 
time that I spent with my grandmother.  We would talk about all sorts of things.  It was a great 

time of sharing and fun. 

    The next part of this process was when my mother and aunts would come and help with the cooking and preparing the relish 
to put in jars.  My grandmother had several kinds of jars.  Quart jars were for home use.  Pint jars were for the Harvest Home at 
St. James, our parish church, and they were also for other fall activities.  Small attractive jars that once held olives, pimento 
slices, and dried beef were used for Christmas presents.  Small jelly jars were for hostess gifts.  Everyone in Leesburg knew 

about my grandmother's relish, and gifts of this relish were welcomed and always appreciated. 

    For years I would take a jar back with me to North Carolina.  When my grandmother passed away, my mother began making 
the pickle relish.  She did this for many years and only stopped when the produce stand, where she always got the tomatoes, 
went out of business.  Our family had a drought of relish.  I have found some good replacements, but it is not as good as home-

made.  Last week on Facebook my uncle announced he had made some.  I am in hopes of getting a jar.  The tradition continues. 

    We at St. Paul's can look at this story and learn.  For years we had folks doing things.  The torch was passed and others took 

up the jobs.  Our members gave us gifts of fellowship, ministry, love, and compassion. 

    We now have a new Rector, and the gifts of love, compassion, and fellowship will be filled in an assortment of vessels 

wrapped in ribbons of the Holy Spirit. 

Blessings to all! 

Eric Jackson 

St. Paul’s Annual Meeting December 5 

 

We are planning to have an actual in-person annual meeting this year, which will take place on Sunday, December 5 at 12:15 
pm. (Lunch option pending pandemic protocols then in place.)  This important meeting gives us a chance to hear about life 
and ministry at St. Paul’s, give thanks for off-going Vestry members, and elect three new Vestry representatives. 
 

To vote and/or hold office in Parish Elections, one must be an enrolled, confirmed, adult communicant in good standing in the 
Episcopal Church (i.e. one who is regular in attendance and who works, prays, and gives for the spread of God’s kingdom).  
Nominees are expected to be pledging members of the Parish.  One must consent to their nomination and must also consent to 
be governed by the Constitution and Canons of the Church as are or may be adopted by the General Convention, and the Con-
vention of the Diocese of North Carolina.  Newly elected members are expected to commit to regular monthly meetings 
(usually the fourth Tuesday of each month).  
 

Nominations for this year’s Vestry slate will be received beginning Sunday, November 7, for a two-week period concluding at 
1:00 pm on Sunday, November 21.  Members who desire to submit nominations for election to the Vestry shall transmit the 
nomination on the official form (included with this newsletter) addressed to the Elections Committee at the Parish Office.  
Additional forms will be available in the Church Narthex beginning Sunday, November 7.  They will also be available from 
the Church Office and in or just outside Lawrence Hall throughout the week.  Electronic copies will also be sent to the Parish 
email list. 
 

Candidates will be featured in the December issue of The St. Paul’s Epistle.  In order to be included in the December newslet-
ter, biographical sketches and digital photos of the nominees must be in the office no later than 1:00 pm on November 24.  
While biographical sketches may be handwritten or printed, electronic files are preferred due to the newsletter deadline. 
 

Theressa Rose 



News and Notes... 
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  Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2021 
 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

 10/31/2021       1/1/2021 – 10/31/2021  

Pledge Payments         $3225.00   Pl. Payments    $201,488.41 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4507.40   Pledge Budget $198,528.90 

 

September Vestry Highlights 
 

At its October 26 meeting, the Vestry: 

• Received a report from the Treasurer that 2021 
pledge payments are approximately $15,000 below 

the budgeted amount as of September 30, 2021.  

• Received a report from the Jr. Warden that the St. 
Paul's Endowment Fund is ready to be established 

with the Diocese. 

• Nominations for open Vestry seats will begin on 

November 7. 

• The Annual Meeting is planned for December 5. 

• Finance Committee is still looking for volunteers 

to serve on the committee. 

    Sunday Worship Online Links   

   The Sunday 11:00 Service is both in-person and 
livestreamed on Zoom and Facebook Live. Our Zoom 
link for the 11:00 service is posted in our weekly email 
blast and bulletin. We will not post the link outside parish 

news due to hacking. 

    Our Facebook Live link is the home page for the St. 
Paul’s Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/St-
Pauls-Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995 .     
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about 

adding an account.     

 

Finance Committee 

    A lot has been happening in our finance committee.  
The Vestry approved the revised Finance Manual at their 
July 2021 meeting.  It simplifies and clarifies several re-
sponsibilities and duties.  One of the major changes is to 
switch Finance meetings from a monthly to quarterly 
schedule, with meetings currently scheduled for the third 
Tuesday of January, April, July, and October.  Thank you 

to everyone who worked on the revision of the manual. 

    The second major change is the establishment of the 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Legacy Endowment Fund.  
Monies from the sale of the rectory, along with some  
estate gifts, are being deposited in a Diocese-sponsored 
Fund.  Our Endowment Fund is intended to provide a 
lasting legacy that will be used for long-term benefit of 
the parish, not for regular budget expenses.  Income 
earned by the Endowment is to be used for emergent and 
non-recurring needs in our parish, such as: new minis-
tries; local and regional outreach and mission efforts;  
education programs; supporting youth, family, and senior 
programs; and parish emergencies not otherwise provided 
for in the operating budget or capital campaigns.  A    
special thank-you goes out to David Lockett and Lance 

Armstrong for bringing the Endowment Fund to fruition. 

    As of September 30, 2021, revenue is approximately 
$24,000 ahead of budget; however, we have received 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) funds of $37,900 and 
$11,744.95 in Employee Retention Credits.  An addition-
al two quarterly payments of about $11,745 each in    
Employee Retention Credits may yet be received this 
year.  If the program continues into the fourth quarter, we 
might receive an additional $11,745 in 2022.  These    
special programs provided the parish with an additional 
$73,135 in 2021. However, these programs will likely not 

be available in the future. 

    Expenses through September 2021 were $14,598, or 
7%, below budget due largely to reduced maintenance 
costs, as we did not have in-person worship during the 

first half of the year. 

Opportunity to Serve - The Finance Committee is com-
posed of the Rector (who serves as an ex-officio mem-
ber), the Treasurer, a Vestry representative, and up to five 
additional members, subject to Vestry approval.  Mem-
bers serve three-year terms and may serve an additional 
consecutive term.  We are currently seeking volunteers to 
replace the members whose terms have expired.  No   
special financial knowledge is required.  Please contact 

the Finance Committee chair or the Rector if interested. 
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Staying connected... 

 

Help Wanted 

Immediate Openings 

St. Paul’s A/V (audio visual) Team 

needs your help! 

 

No experience needed. 

On the job training. 

Start your rewarding career  

this week! 

 

Contact Mike Weathers 

Michealwweathers@gmail.com 

    The ECW met on October 16 at 10 am (we 

meet every third Saturday).  Every woman in the 

congregation is a member.  There are no dues, 

and we have fun! 

● We took the last hour of our meeting to jazz up 

three bulletin boards throughout Lawrence Hall: 

the large whiteboard, a board in the “vesting” 

room and the long board outside the church 

office.  It all looks so nice and fresh! 

● We are making slow progress on our cookbook 

after hitting the pause button during the height of 

the pandemic.  PLEASE — we really want this to 

be a place where some of your beloved recipes 

from coffee hours, soup luncheons, and Lenten 

dinners can be found.  We need recipes from men 

and women, and you do not have to be an active 

ECW member to participate.  Also, these recipes 

do not have to be originals.  There is a place on 

the form called “recipe notes” where you can 

give credit to the author OR tell a story about it 

or give serving suggestions.  No recipe is too 

simple or too complicated.  Please help us!! 

Recipe deadline is February 23. 

    To submit a handwritten recipe, please use the 
form in this newsletter.  Mail it to St. Paul’s or 
drop it through the mail slot in the Office entry 

door.   

    If you have any questions regarding the 
cookbook project, please contact any of these 
cookbook committee members:  Nancy Gibbs 
(chair), Pat Hovorka, Theressa Rose, Kay Hewitt, 

Sherrill Weathers, and Jenny Batten-Wiley. 

● ECW and Brotherhood of St. Andrew will 

jointly present a Pizza Party Coffee Hour to 

welcome Rev. Kate Byrd and her family after the 

11:00 service on November 14.  Please plan on 

joining us for a fun and yummy celebration. 

● Our “Birthday Cake Kits” were such a hit at 

the SAM Food Closet that we’ve decided to 

make “Holiday Cake Kits”.  We will be assem-

bling them during the second part of the Novem-

ber 20 meeting.  Each kit will contain a 13x9 

pan, a cake mix, frosting, and festive plates/

napkins. 

● On December 19, the Sunday before Christ-

mas, the ECW will be hosting a Pre-Order Bake 

Sale.  There will be several choices of delicious 

treats that are suitable for gifting or for your own 

holiday table. This bake sale will run in a similar 

fashion as our pre-order soup sales. Drive up ser-

vice will be available.  More details to come! 

~ Nancy Gibbs, President 

We do good work in His name!  
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News and events 

 

My Kid’s Club 

The children of My Kid’s Club appreciate these snacks: fruit, 

lower-sugar or low-sodium items and juice boxes.   

Meg Scovil will pick up donated snacks and deliver to My 
Kid’s Club.  Should you wish to donate these items, please 
leave your donations outside the church office door or inside 
the building on a weekday. There is a My Kid’s Club basket on 
the office hallway bench.  Mike Hugo and the office volunteers 

will contact Meg for pick-up.  

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. 

~ Meg Scovil 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee is again sponsoring the Salvation Army's Angel 
Tree program for the upcoming Christmas season.  The Angel Tree will be in place in 
Lawrence Hall within the next few weeks.  Information regarding when gifts are due will be 

in the weekly bulletins.  We look forward to seeing all the gifts piled around the tree. 

Thank you to all who continue to bring items for the 
Blessing Box; it gets constant use.  This will be an ongoing 
ministry, so please, please bring your donations of canned 
and packaged foods to keep the box full.  Items can be left 
in the basket at the back of the church or in the basket in 
the church office hallway.  We also continue collecting 
non-perishable food for the Smithfield Area Ministries 
Food Closet at Centenary United Methodist Church.  There 

is a great local need for these items. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

     ~  Diane and Debby 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 
meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 



Page 6 

 

St. Paul’s Annual Christmas Tree and 

Wreath Sale 
 

 

 

Our supplier, Cardinal Tree Farms, is suffering from a shortage of quality 
trees. They will, however, satisfy our needs as they have in the past. 
They need our orders by November 10 to tag our trees to be cut on 
Friday, November 26.   

    Trees, wreaths and garlands will be here for pickup or delivery on 
Sunday, November 28, beginning at 12 Noon. 

My Kid’s Club workday 

    On Saturday, October 16, a group from 

The Brotherhood directed by Don Overby 

held a workday at the Selma My Kid’s Club.  

The group did requested landscape upgrades 

and reviewed the need for picnic table re-

pairs and drainage repairs.  This is part of 

The Brotherhood’s ongoing commitment to 

support the club.  

Reminder —  

The Brotherhood meets on         

Thursday, November 4 at 6:00 pm  

Pictured (l-r): Allan Pegg, David Wiley, 
Don Overby, Gene Johnson, Billy Carter, 

and John Branch. 

Photo by Mike Weathers 
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REMEMBER… we fall back to Standard Time on Sunday, 

November 7.  Don’t forget to turn your clocks back         

1 hour on Saturday night, November 6!! 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Sunday Schedule 

     8:00 am   Holy Eucharist   

 11:00 am   Holy Eucharist  

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 Nov   2  Kitchen Guild, 10:30 am 

 Nov   3  Outreach, 12 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Nov   4  Brotherhood, 6 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Nov 14  Special Coffee Hour to Welcome  

   The Rev. Kate Byrd and Her Family    

 Nov 15  Chrismon Crew, 10 am, Lawrence Hall  

 Nov 20  ECW, 10 am, Lawrence Hall 

 Nov 23  Vestry, 7 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Nov 25-26 Church Office Closed-Thanksgiving 

 Nov 28  Pick up Tree/Wreath orders, 12 Noon   

    Page 8 


