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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

   

From The Rector:From The Rector:From The Rector:From The Rector:    

The Practice of Patience as Prayer 

    As we enter Advent, once again we are invited to enter into a spiritual practice of waiting.  One that reveals 
the true benefits that come from practicing patience as a discipline.  Here, waiting invites us to sit in the often 
uncomfortable anticipation of an unknown future.  It invites us to resist our urge for instant gratification.  And, 
in turn makes room for us to find ourselves in the present moment… taking stock of all that we have and all 
that we have been given and realizing the great gift that comes from being present in the moment.  In this 
sense by participating in the practice of leaning into anticipation, waiting, and the unknown we allow 

ourselves to grow, often in unexpected ways. 

    In many ways it feels as though our wait is coming to an end.  As we arrive at our holiday season, it would 
seem as though it will look very different than it did last year.  People will be traveling, friends and families 
will be able to safely gather again, food and drink will be shared, and merriment will be had by many.  At St. 
Paul’s we continue to gather around our beloved and sacred communion table.  Coffee hour is once again an 
occasion to enjoy shared treats and fellowship.  And, on December 5 we will have our first Annual Meeting in 

two years. 

    While in many ways it feels as though our wait is over, our season of Advent calls us to remember the 
necessity of patience in times of uncertainty.  It is my hope as we continue to enjoy these present moments and 
look with hope to our expectant future that we not forget or disregard what we have learned from our time of 
waiting.  As Paul reminds us in his letter to the Philippians, and as I have seen and heard to be true here at St. 
Paul’s over the last months living in a pandemic, “I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, 

will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” (Philippians 1:6) 

    This season may we remember and celebrate the good work that has begun in our lives, in the church, and 
around our community, leaning into the practice of patience that our uncertain world more often than not calls 
us to.  A practice that can become our prayer, drawing us closer to one another, closer to God, and closer to the 

awaited Kingdom of heaven. 

Your sister in Christ,  

The Rev. Kate Byrd 

St. Paul’s Annual Meeting December 5 
 

Please plan to join us for the Annual Meeting on Sunday, December 5 at 12:15 pm.  A sign-up 
sheet is posted on the garage in Lawrence Hall. 
 

This important meeting gives us a chance to hear about life and ministry at St. Paul’s, give 
thanks for off-going Vestry members, and elect three new Vestry representatives.  Candidates 
are featured on Page 2. 
 

Theressa Rose 
Senior Warden 
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Vestry Nominations... 

Anita Carter:  Anita has lived in Smithfield since 1992.  She is the proud 

mother of four children and six grandchildren. 

Having retired two years ago as a clinical trial specialist with pharmaceuticals, 
Anita now devotes her spare time to wildlife rescue and rehabilitation. She is en-

joying working with possums, rabbits, and squirrels. 

Anita has been attending St Paul’s for three years and has been actively partici-
pating and serving the Church during that time.  She currently helps in the office, 
participates in ECW and Chrismon, and in 2019 she served as Vestry Clerk. She 
looks forward to serving on the Vestry and asks for your vote at the Annual 

Meeting. 

Nominated by Linda Beckett 
 

Bill Jordan:  Bill was not born an Episcopalian, nor was he raised in the 
Episcopal Church, but he now knows he will always be an Episcopalian. 

It is in Bill’s nature to serve.  As a former teacher and coach, he has a back-
ground of service.  Working for years with children and their parents demanded a 
high level of compassion, patience, and diplomacy.  These traits are also neces-

sary for members of our Vestry. 

Soon after joining St. Paul’s, Bill served a term on the Vestry, filling the Junior 
Warden role.  This was a learning experience, but an experience he has truly 
treasured.  Since that time he has continued to serve the church in many capaci-
ties.  He is Co-Verger with Mike Weathers, a member of the bell choir, a regular 
in the Crucifer/Eucharistic Minister rotation, and a member of the Brotherhood of 

St. Andrew. 

Bill seeks to serve on the Vestry this time as a much more informed member of 
the Church.  He feels the exposure he has received from the various aspects of service has provided him a 
greater knowledge of how our Church operates, as well as an understanding of St. Paul’s strengths and 

weaknesses.  He is seeking your consideration as you vote on your next Vestry members. 

Nominated by Sherrill Weathers 
 

Allen Wellons:  Allen Wellons has served at St. Paul’s in many ways over 

many years, including several terms as Senior Warden, the chairperson of this 

year’s Rector Search Committee, and as Lay Reader. He is a longtime attorney 

in Smithfield and has served our community and the state throughout his life. 

For more information about Allen, ask him in church!                     

 
 
 
 
 
Nominated by Joyce Gibson 



News and Notes... 

Page 3 

  Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2021 
 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

 11/28/2021       1/1/2021 – 11/28/2021  

Pledge Payments         $2860.00   Pl. Payments    $211,294.41 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4507.40   Pledge Budget $216,558.50 

 

November Vestry Highlights 
 

At its November 16 meeting, the Vestry: 

• Vestry approved four new members to three-year 
terms (starting in January 2022) for the Finance 
Committee.  They are:  Karen Coleman, Ken Fer-

guson, Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan, and Bill Jordan. 

• St. Paul's has created an Legacy Endowment Fund 
with the proceeds from the sale of the rectory.  
The paperwork has been delivered to the Diocese 
by Lance Armstrong.  The Diocese will set up our 

account with Truist Bank. 

• Rev. Kate would like to kick off the start of Sun-
day School on January 9, 2022.  Children’s Chapel 

will start on December 5, 2021. 

• Lance Armstrong will work on putting together a 
Time & Talent Fair.  Rev. Kate suggested Febru-
ary 13, 2022.  A breakfast could be held between 

the 8:00 and 11:00 services at the same time. 

    Sunday Worship Online Links   

   The Sunday 11:00 Service is both in-person and 
livestreamed on Zoom and Facebook Live. Our Zoom 
link for the 11:00 service is posted in our weekly email 
blast and bulletin. We will not post the link outside parish 

news due to hacking. 

    Our Facebook Live link is the home page for the St. 
Paul’s Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/St-
Pauls-Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995 .     
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the 
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about 

adding an account.     

Finance Committee 

    The Finance Committee has begun its quarterly 
meeting schedule, hence there was no meeting in 
November.  However, there is good news to report.  
Four individuals have agreed to serve on the com-
mittee for three-year terms.  They are:  Karen Cole-
man, Ken Ferguson, Bill Jordan and Joyce Kilpatrick
-Jordan. They were approved by the Vestry at its 

November 16 meeting. 

    As of October 31, there is a 2021 budget revenue 
surplus of approximately $45,400, 18% ahead of  
annual budget.  However, this year we have received 
$37,900 in Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
funds and $11,745 in Employee Retention Credit 
(ERC) funds.  These amounts from government pro-
grams total $49,645, which is more than our $45,400 
revenue surplus.  Two additional quarterly ERC pay-
ments of about $11,745 each could be received later 
this year.  If the ERC program continues into the 
fourth quarter 2021, we might receive yet another 
$11,745 (though we wouldn’t receive this $11,745 
until 2022).  These special programs could provide 
the Parish with an additional $73,135 for 2021-2022.  
Keep in mind, though, these programs will likely not 

be available in the future.   

    Expenses through October 2021 are $22,981, or 
9%, below budget, due in large part to reduced 
maintenance costs as we did not have in-person  

worship during the first half of the year. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Bob Kendall, Chair 

~~ COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED ~~ 

    Now that we’re gathering for fellowship after the 

11:00 am service, we need volunteers to host.  

    Sign up to host a Sunday with a friend or two.  The 
sign-up sheet is 
on the bulletin 
board outside 

Lawrence Hall. 
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Staying connected... 

 

Help Wanted 

Immediate Openings 

St. Paul’s A/V (audio visual) Team 

needs your help! 

 

No experience needed. 

On the job training. 

Start your rewarding career  

this week! 

 

Contact Mike Weathers 

Michealwweathers@gmail.com 

    ECW has been busy! 

    We were very pleased with the turnout and 

participation in the awesome pizza party that we 

co-hosted with the Brotherhood.  It was wonderful 

to welcome Rev. 

Kate and her 

family to St. 

Paul's with such 

a joyous 

outpouring!  

Thank you to all 

who helped!  

    We packed 50 

"Holiday Cake Kits" (for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas) at our November meeting.  These cake 

kits were similar to the "Birthday Cake Kits" that 

we did in May.  Those were such a hit with the 

clients of the Smithfield Area Ministry Food 

Closet that we decided to make another run.  Each 

kit contains a foil 13x9 cake pan, cake mix, 

frosting, and holiday plates and napkins.  These 

kits will help put holiday desserts on family tables 

that struggle with food insecurity. 

    ECW is having a Christmas Bake Sale!  All 

items are pre-order and will be available for pick 

up in Lawrence Hall after both the 8:00 and 11:00  

services on Sunday, December 19.  Deadline to 

order is Friday, December 10 at 5 pm.  The Bake 

Sale order form is included in this newsletter.  

Orders may be turned in at church by placing the 

completed form in the ECW mailbox or by 

slipping into the mail slot.  If you need to phone in 

an order, please contact Kay Hewitt at (919) 202-

6800.  If you have questions, Kay is our contact 

person.  To make life easy, all items are $6.00 

each/pkg.  Checks may be made payable to St. 

Paul’s with “ECW Bake Sale” in the memo. 

Plan ahead for gift giving and holiday events! 

    We are making progress on our cookbook.  

We need recipes from men and women, and you 

do not have to be an active ECW member to  

participate.  Also, these recipes do not have to be 

originals.  There is a place on the form called 

“recipe notes” where you can give credit to the 

author OR tell a story about it or give serving 

suggestions.  No recipe is too simple or too  

complicated.  Please help us!! 

Recipe deadline is January 15, 2022!! 

    To submit a handwritten recipe, please use  
the form in this newsletter.  Mail it to St. Paul’s 
or drop it through the mail slot in the Office hall 

door.  

    If you have any questions regarding the cook-
book project, please contact any of these com-
mittee members:  Nancy Gibbs (chair),  Kay 

Hewitt, Jenny Batten-Wiley, and Judy LaVista.  

~ Nancy Gibbs, President 

We do good work in His name!  
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News and events 

 

My Kid’s Club 

The children of My Kid’s Club appreciate these 
snacks: fruit, lower-sugar or low-sodium items and 

juice boxes.   

Meg Scovil will pick up donated snacks and deliver to 
My Kid’s Club.  Should you wish to donate these 
items, please leave your donations outside the church 
office door or inside the building on a weekday. There 
is a My Kid’s Club basket on the office hallway 
bench.  Mike Hugo and the office volunteers will 

contact Meg for pick-up.  

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. 

Reminder for those who picked a name from the Angel Tree - unwrapped gifts need to be 
returned by December 5.  Thank you to all who have helped make this Christmas special for 

these children. 

Outreach made donations in November to the Food Bank of Central and Eastern NC, 
Smithfield Rescue Mission to help provide Thanksgiving 

dinners, and to the Hospice Tree of Light.  

Please continue to bring in non-perishable food items for 
the Blessing Box.  Thank you to all who continue to bring 
items as the Blessing Box gets constant use.  This will be 
an ongoing ministry, so please, please bring your donations 
of canned and packaged foods to help keep the box full.  
Items can be left in the basket at the back of the church or 
in the basket in the church office hallway.  We will also 
continue collecting non-perishable food for the Smithfield 
Area Ministries Food Closet at Centenary United 
Methodist Church.  There is a great local need for these 

items. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 
meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 
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    How wonderful is it to look around St. Paul’s since Reverend Kate has graced our pulpit?  There are 
sounds of laughter coming from the nursery, worship service attendance numbers are up, and Coffee Hour 
looks much as it did a couple of years ago.  It appears we are recovering from most of the struggles we 

faced at the height of the pandemic.  

    Now that we are in the midst of recovery, it is more important than ever that we prepare for our future.  
Each of us can seek out ways to support our Church.  Sign-up sheets for coffee hours, flower delivery, 

nursery, and Children’s Chapel should be filled with a variety of volunteers.  

    Completing and turning in your pledge card is another way we can support our Church.  While the     
Finance Committee has already begun working on the 2022 budget, it is impossible to prepare an accurate 
budget when pledges are not finalized.  Every member of our congregation 

benefits from a well-structured and implemented budget.  

    Let’s take advantage of this “new chapter” in the Church’s history and real-
ize how lucky we are to have St. Paul’s in our lives.  Speaking as a member of 
your Stewardship Committee, I can assure you we have full confidence in both 

our Church family and in the promising future of our Church. 

Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 

Lay Healing Ministry Returns to the Sunday Services 

    St. Paul’s began its Lay Healing Ministry in 2018.  Like so many things in our lives, the pandemic dis-
rupted this ministry.  We are grateful to announce that Bishop Sam has authorized parishes to resume lay-

ing on of hands with healing prayer. 

    Beginning Sunday, February 6, and continuing each first Sunday of the month, there will be a prayer 
station in the Music Director’s office.  Any and all persons may proceed to the prayer station after receiv-

ing Communion.  It is a ministry available to all. 

    All prayer requests will be received and kept in confidence.  The Lay Healing Minister (LHM) will ask 
if you have specific needs you would like to name out loud (e.g. healing of some sort, discernment, peace 
of mind, etc).  It is important to emphasize that the content of your prayer requests is not a matter of sub-
sequent discussion, and the LHM will not bring up the matter with you at a later time unless you initiate 

the conversation. 

    The aim of the healing ministry is to open ourselves to the power of God’s Holy Spirit working within 
us through the process of prayer.  It is God alone who heals.  When we place ourselves in the role of pray-
ing for one another, we are opening ourselves to the healing presence of God in our lives.  Healing of 

body, mind, or spirit comes to us from Jesus through the work of the Holy Spirit. 

    If you need intercessory prayer at other times, please speak with Rev. Kate or one of the Lay Healing 

Ministers directly. 

    New Lay Healing Ministers are always welcome.  Please contact the Rector to explore a call to this 

ministry.  
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St. Paul’s Legacy Endowment Fund 

     St. Paul’s now has a Legacy Endowment Fund!  This is a designated fund invested with the Diocese that 
will generate income for special projects to further St. Paul’s mission “To know Christ and to make Christ 
known.”   This fund does not replace budgeted income from your pledges, and it will not be used for regular 
operating expenses.  The Legacy Endowment Fund will support selected projects approved by the Vestry 

each year in areas including, but not limited to: 

- New ministries 
- Local and regional outreach and mission efforts 
- Education programs 
- Supporting youth, family, and senior programs 
- Parish emergencies not otherwise provided for in the operating budget or capital campaigns 
 

     Only the income generated by the fund’s principal will be spent so that the fund will provide a lasting 
legacy for the long-term benefit of the parish and its mission.  In the coming year, you will receive infor-
mation about ways to make charitable donations and memorials, as well as planned giving through inclu-
sion in your estate planning.  Contributions to the Legacy Endowment Fund will be unrestricted gifts used 
to expand St. Paul’s presence and mission in our community and to meet special needs beyond the regular 
budget expenses.  If you are interested in donating to the Legacy Fund, please speak with the Rector or  

Senior Warden. 

     The seed money of $178,309.09 for this fund came from the sale of St. Paul’s rectory.  The sale of the 
rectory was a difficult decision, and we are truly grateful to the many parishioners who put significant time 
and money into the maintenance and repair of the rectory over many years.  When the last tenants vacated 
the property, we inspected the rectory with a contractor and estimated that it would take a minimum of 
$40,000 (and possibly much more) to make the home even livable much less saleable.  The Vestry deter-
mined that most rectors today want to have their own home and not necessarily be restricted to Smithfield 
for their residence.  In addition, the cost of maintaining the rectory as a rental property was requiring in-
creasing amounts of time and money that were not always offset by the income.  The Vestry concluded that 

retaining the house and being a landlord was not in the parish's best interests. 

     Contributing to the Endowment Fund is a wonderful way to honor someone or to make a statement of 
how important your faith has been in your life by leaving a portion of your estate to the endowment.  As the 
principal of the fund grows, the interest and dividends will generate more and more income to support new 
ministry initiatives and outreach for St. Paul’s while leaving the body of the fund intact.  We look forward 

to sharing more about St. Paul’s Legacy Endowment Fund in the new year.  

Lance Armstrong 

Adult Christian Education Resumes in January 
    St. Paul’s Adult Christian Education will resume in Lawrence Hall on Sunday, January 9, from 9:45 to 
10:45 am.  As in the past, the sessions will be diverse and cover a wide variety of topics.  No specific 

biblical knowledge or background is required to attend - the only prerequisite is a willingness to be present. 

    Christian Education is intended to study the ways God has revealed Himself to us, to examine the people 
whom God has used for His revelations, to help us grow in faith, and to deepen our relationship with Jesus.  

All of us share in this journey, and everyone is invited to join the classes whenever you are able. 

    Keep your eyes on the Sunday bulletin for a description of the first series of classes.  Anyone interested 

in leading a Christian Ed session or series is invited to contact Linda Armstrong at 

armstronglja2@gmail.com or 919-830-0283.  No prior teaching experience is necessary, just a heart moved 

by the Spirit to teach.  We look forward to seeing you in January! 



 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Sunday Schedule 

     8:00 am   Holy Eucharist   

 11:00 am   Holy Eucharist  

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 Dec   2   Brotherhood, 6 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Dec   5   Annual Meeting, 12:15 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Dec   6   Chrismon Crew, 10 am, Lawrence Hall 

 Dec   7   Kitchen Guild, 10:30 am 

 Dec 19   ECW Pre-order Bake Sale Pick-Up after  

                8:00 and 11:00 services, Lawrence Hall 

 Dec  21   Vestry, 7 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Dec  24   Christmas Eve Service  

       Dec 27-28   Church Office closed 

       Dec 31   Tax deadline for 2021 Contributions, 3 pm 
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ECW packing 
“Holiday Cake 

Kits” on  

November 20 


