January 2022

St. Paul’s Epistle
“To know Christ and to make Christ known”
From The Rector:
Epiphany Hope in 2022
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary, his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. - Matthew 2:10-11
On January 6th we will celebrate The Epiphany, as the three wise men arrive to witness the Savior's birth
and entry into our world. To look upon a tiny, helpless baby and bow before him in honor, respect, and
reverence, it is both completely odd and utterly beautiful like many of our Gospel stories. As we come to this
Epiphany, I hope to linger with the wise men at the foot of the baby Jesus’ crib (or rather, manger) for just a
bit longer this year… to look upon the Christ Child with hope for the promise of our redemption.
There is much about the story of the wise men that strikes me as applicable to this time that we find
ourselves in as we enter another new year. For many of us, I am assuming, 2021 did not turn out to be the
radiant dream we had imagined, especially after all of the unrest, pain, and even trauma that came from 2020.
We (at least I) may have put a bit too much stock in 2021. Many of us hoped it would be the year we would
fulfill the dreams we had lost, or put on hold, at the onset of 2020 as we entered a global pandemic and
lockdown. While we may be less apt to jump into this year with the same doe-eyed hopefulness we had upon
entering 2021, I would argue that we still can enter it with both thanksgiving for the glimmers of light and life
we experienced this past year and hope in our continued journey alongside one another.
Individually, I am thankful for the blessed opportunity and humbling honor to become your Rector. And, I
am excited to continue getting to know all of you, where you find joy and what you hope for St. Paul’s.
Communally, I give thanks for the Endowment and Legacy Fund that you have begun, and I have great hope
that this will give us an avenue to support and continue to grow our ministries in the community. Ministries
that you have already begun by continuing to be present to one another during the pandemic, bringing worship
online, and serving others with the Blessing Box, just to name a few. Nationally, I am thankful that our
country is continuing to increase our vaccination rate, now reaching 61% fully vaccinated. And, I am hopeful
that we can continue the work we have taken part in to protect one another, support our neighbors, and find
ways to assist the most vulnerable.
Just as the wise men came to bow before the baby Jesus and his mother Mary, may we also humble ourselves before the hope, present around us all, for the future and redemption of our world. Hope in the form,
like the baby Jesus, of all those tiny, precious, beautiful, and totally out of place moments that remind us this is
not the end but just the beginning. That redemption is as available as our ability to humble ourselves in the
presence of those who show us the light, who remind us of the hope, and who point to our ability to come
together across nations, cultures, religions, races, and differences. This Epiphany may we linger just a
moment longer in the warm glow of hope that calls us to participate in bringing forth glimmers of our
communal redemption.
Your sister in Christ,
The Rev. Kate Byrd

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 218 S. Second Street, Smithfield NC 27577

News and Notes...
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew had another successful
Christmas tree sale this year under the leadership of Ken Ferguson. We would especially like to thank Joshua Buck; Miranda,
Ivan, and Jeremy Shaner; and Nancy, Anna Jane, and Otis Gibbs
who without their help would have made for a much longer day.
We would also like to thank Curtis Brookshire for driving and
picking up the trees
At the Brotherhood dinner on December 2, we were joined by
Mike Hugo and Drew Byrd, Rev. Kate’s husband, who is a
member of The Brotherhood of St. Andrew association. Brother Drew discussed his plans
for a breakfast ministry and discussed how we could assist him with his endeavor.
Submitted by
Mike Weathers

As we begin a new year, grateful for another year, it is a practice
among some to make New Year’s resolutions. Personal resolutions
have a way of starting strong and finishing with a slow flicker. We at
St. Paul’s are beginning a new year full of hope and promise and with a
new spiritual leader. Let us all resolve not to allow our personal and
community excitement and hope to become a slow flicker. It really is
up to us to decide to use our talents, time, and treasure to not only make
a lasting difference but also to resolve to join our brothers and sisters
who are giving of themselves to make this new year a successful one.
If you are one of those people who will only become involved when personally asked, then
on behalf of the Stewardship team, please consider this a personal ask of you to engage and be
involved. While we rarely get the chance to do things over, we do have the chance to start
fresh. This is your time to start at the beginning of the new year. Come rejoin your family; we
need you and miss you. There are numerous opportunities and activities where you are needed
and wanted. So many of our church’s organizations and activities truly need and will welcome
your involvement. Please consider this time as an opportune time. Just as the church says,
“All are welcome,” you too will be gladly welcomed. Some of us will complain about time
and that your involvement will be something that will happen in the future. I ask you to keep
in mind that none of us have as much time as we think we have. In the song titled, We’re
Crossing Over, there are a few lines that say, “ Don’t let Him catch you with your work undone,
we’re crossing over one by one.”
Respectfully,
David Lockett, Stewardship Committee
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News and Notes...
Finance Committee
The Finance Committee began its quarterly meeting schedule in the second half of 2021. The first
meeting for 2022 will be held on Tuesday, January
18 in Lawrence Hall, starting at 7 pm. At that meeting we will welcome our newest committee members: Karen Coleman, Ken Ferguson, Bill Jordan,
and Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan. They were approved by
the Vestry at its November 2021 meeting.
As of November 30, 2021, total net assets for the
year were $457,136. The total income for the month
was $17,072, which was well below the monthly
budget of $25,145. The total actual income year-todate was $312,941. This amount was $36,339 above
the year-to-date budget. However, included in that
$312,941 is the $37,900 received through the PPP
Loan.

December Vestry Highlights
At its December 21 meeting, the Vestry:
•

Approved year-end bonuses for the Office
Manager and the Music Director.

•

Received an update from the Treasurer regarding
2022 pledges to date totaling approximately
$208,000.

•

Approved Mike Weathers as Jr. Warden.

•

Rev. Kate announced that a nursery provider has
been found, pending background check.

•

Discussed including San Jose more in our services.

•

Accepted Pat Hovorka as clerk of the Vestry.

Expenses year-to-date through November 2021
were $247,046, which was $27,264 below budget,
due in large part to reduced maintenance costs as we
did not have in-person worship during the first half
of the year.
Respectfully submitted,
Bob Kendall, Chair

~~ COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED ~~
Now that we’re gathering for fellowship after the
11:00 am service, we need volunteers to host.
Sign up to host a Sunday with a friend or two. The
sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside
Lawrence Hall.

Sunday Worship Online Links
The Sunday 11:00 Service is both in-person and
livestreamed on Zoom and Facebook Live. Our Zoom
link for the 11:00 service is posted in our weekly email
blast and bulletin. We will not post the link outside parish
news due to hacking.
Our Facebook Live link is the home page for the St.
Paul’s Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/StPauls-Episcopal-Church-Smithfield-NC-130758673995 .
Note: one need not subscribe to Facebook to watch the
livestream. Simply choose “not now” if asked about
adding an account.

Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2021
Last Week

Year to Date

12/26/2021

1/1/2021 – 12/30/2021

Pledge Payments

$11900.00 Pl. Payments

$234,385.00

Weekly Pledge Target $4507.40 Pledge Budget $234,385.00
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Staying connected...

Cookbook recipe deadline is
February 23, 2022!!
ECW had a wonderful show of
support for our Holiday Bake Sale.
With your generous orders and
donations, we were able to raise over
$700!! Thank you!
February 19 is our annual ECW
Brunch, pending Diocesan guidelines.
All women of St. Paul’s are invited to
join this special time of fellowship!
Kay Hewitt will be hosting at her home.
Please let Kay know what you would
like to bring. Her number is (919) 9346800. Also, please bring a nonperishable food donation for the
Blessing Box.
Our cookbook work is coming right
along. The deadline for submitting
recipes is February 23. Please,
please—share a recipe to be included!
We’ve got some awesome cooks,
bakers, and grill masters in our parish.
Pass along your favorite recipes.
Ladies, consider joining us in 2022.
We meet every third Saturday at 10 am
in Lawrence Hall.
~ Nancy Gibbs, President

We do good work in His name!
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To submit a handwritten recipe,
please use the form in this newsletter.
Mail it to St. Paul’s or drop it through
the mail slot in the Office hall door.
If you have any questions regarding
the cookbook project, please contact
any of these committee members:
Nancy Gibbs (chair), Kay Hewitt,
Jenny Batten-Wiley, and Judy LaVista.

Help Wanted
Immediate Openings
St. Paul’s A/V (audio visual)
Team needs your help!
No experience needed.
On the job training.
Start your rewarding career
this week!
Contact Mike Weathers
Michealwweathers@gmail.com

News and events
My Kid’s Club
The children of My Kid’s Club appreciate these
snacks: fruit, lower-sugar or low-sodium items and
juice boxes.
Meg Scovil will pick up donated snacks and deliver to
My Kid’s Club. Should you wish to donate these
items, please leave your donations outside the church
office door or inside the building on a weekday. There
is a My Kid’s Club basket on the office hallway
bench. Mike Hugo and the office volunteers will
contact Meg for pick-up.
Thank you for your continued support of this ministry.
~ Meg Scovil

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee
meets four times per year.
Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins
Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins

The Outreach Committee thanks everyone who supported our Angel Tree project.
Because of St. Paul's generosity, gifts of toys and clothing were donated to the Salvation
Army for 30 children! Most often these items are the only gifts these children will receive
on Christmas Day.
The balance of our committee's funding for 2021 has purchased food for our Blessings
Box. Please continue supporting this
very important project by donating nonperishable food items. These items can
be placed in the baskets at the back of
the church or in the hallway by the
office.
Thank you for your continued support.
~ Diane and Debby
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Adult Christian Education for 2022
We are hoping to soon see the return of Adult Christian Education in Lawrence Hall from 9:45 to
10:45 am. No specific Biblical knowledge or background is required to attend – the only perquisite is
a willingness to be present. The first class will explore the Gospel of Matthew in five sessions.
Matthew provides the most complete record of what Jesus taught and how it grew out of Old Testament scriptures. Please join us as we examine how Matthew reveals Jesus’ identity and nature in
order to convince Israel that Jesus was and is their one true Messiah and only King.
Future classes for 2022 are still being planned. Topics under consideration include the following:
Women of the New Testament
The Psalms
The Biblical understanding of God’s Shalom
Paul: the person, his letters, and his journeys
The Mind of Christ (from Philippians)
The Gospel of Mark
The Gospel of Luke
The Gospel of John
As classes are finalized and scheduled, they will be announced in future newsletters and the Sunday bulletins. All of us share in the journey to grow our understanding of how God has revealed himself to us in the Bible and to deepen our relationship with Jesus. Everyone is welcome to participate
in the classes whenever you are able, and we urge you to invite others to attend.
Anyone interested in leading a Christian Ed session or series is invited to contact Linda Armstrong
at armstronglja2@gmail.com or 919-830-0283. No prior teaching experience is necessary, just a
heart moved by the Spirit to teach.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Upcoming Dates to Remember
Jan 4 Kitchen Guild, 10:30 am
Jan 17 Church Office Closed for
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Jan 18 Finance, 7 pm, Lawrence Hall

Sunday Schedule
8:00 am Holy Eucharist
11:00 am Holy Eucharist

Jan 24 Chrismon Crew, 10 am, Lawrence Hall
Jan 25 Vestry, 7 pm, Lawrence Hall
Feb 24 Celebration of a New Ministry,
7 pm, with Bishop Anne
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