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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

   

From The Rector:From The Rector:From The Rector:From The Rector:    

Dear St. Paul’s Family,  

    As many of you know, this past month my family and I spent two weeks in quarantine when our twin boys, 
Patrick and Thomas, as well as myself, tested positive for COVID 19.  And, while I realized that it wasn’t a 
matter of if we get COVID, but when, I had hoped that our children would have been vaccinated before 
catching it.  Nevertheless, I must say we are thankful that their cases were mild and short lived.  For our 
family, the disease was probably more detrimental to our daily lives, schedules, and temperament than it was 
to our immune systems, which is probably true for many (although sadly not all) households who have 
recently quarantined due to exposure.  This gave way to a realization that we are still in a pandemic, as we saw 
with an overwhelmed and understaffed healthcare system.  We are also in a very different place than at the 
onset of this whole thing, given the availability of vaccines and rising vaccination rates, as well as treatment 

options and increasing knowledge of the disease.  

    As God’s beloved children, we have been created to be in relationship, as we find in Genesis Chapter 2 
when God says, “It is not good that the man should be alone.”  And, we were created to care for all of creation, 
including one another (Genesis 1 and 2), as we find in our Baptismal Covenant when we commit to “seek and 
serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves” and to “strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human being” (BCP 304-305).  As we enter our third year in a 
pandemic, it can feel difficult to hold these things together.  Caring for one another with social distance, 
masks, and quarantines, while very much needing and suffering from a lack of interpersonal community 

within physical space and time.  

    It is becoming evident that we will have to learn to live with COVID.  As children of God, we will want to 
do so in a way that honors the fact that we are created both to care for and to be in active and supportive 
community with one another.  One way we can continue to move forward is by getting vaccinated, boosted, 
and supporting others to do the same.  Another way is by keeping in mind those who are vulnerable, being 
aware that the pandemic disproportionately affects minorities, and thus, being cautious when our health care 

systems become overwhelmed to take appropriate precautions (like staying home when we are sick).  

    Another way we can continue to move forward is by remembering that we need one another, whether it 
calling to check on a fellow parishioner or Sunday-morning Coffee Hour to catch up.  Taking on a new 
ministry in our parish or filling up our Blessing Box. Attending a Sunday School class or Volunteering in our 
Nursery. Even inviting a friend to church or welcoming a new member out for coffee. We depend on 
interpersonal relationships and interactions to sustain our mental and physical wellbeing. And, it is my hope as 
we keep moving forward that St. Paul’s will continue to be, and to grow, as a place that can provide and fulfill 
our need for community support, as we work to create and take part in opportunities to love one another and 

ourselves.  

    Thank you all for your support over the two weeks that we were in quarantine, especially for all the emails, 

phone calls, and meals.  Our family feels blessed to be a part of this community.  

Your sister in Christ,  

The Rev. Kate Byrd 
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    About a week after New Year’s Day, I was in CVS, which was surprisingly empty for 
a Saturday morning.  I remarked to the cashiers that the store was turning pink. Seeing 
their puzzled expressions, I explained that the red and green of the Christmas holidays 
was quickly being replaced by the pink of Valentine’s Day, as the retail season was 
changing.  One of them immediately responded that they already had Easter items 

stored away in waiting. 

    February, with Valentine’s Day falling smack in the middle, is a month when we’re 
reminded of love.  While the romantic love celebrated on February 14 isn’t exactly an 
Episcopal tradition, the concept of love is all over our theology.  This is the love Jesus 

displayed to his disciples, the mandate that gives Maundy Thursday its name: “Love one another even as I 
have loved you…” (John 13:34).  Love is the key to what could arguably be claimed to be the most familiar 
verse in the Bible: “God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son…” (John 3:16).  The Summary 
of the Law begins with these three words: “Thou shalt love (the Lord thy God with all thy heart, all thy soul, 
all thy mind and all thy strength…[and] Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself)”. To illustrate the unlimited 
depth of the love we’re expected to show, when Jesus encountered a lawyer in Luke’s Gospel asking what he 
needed to do to inherit eternal life, Jesus turns the question around, asking the lawyer what was written in the 
Law.  After quoting the above summary, the lawyer asks who his neighbor was.  Jesus’ famous response was 
the parable of the Good Samaritan: after a traveler was robbed and beaten, the most unlikely person showed 

the traveler mercy and compassion.  Jesus then told the lawyer to “Go and do likewise.” (Luke 25-37). 

    As we move through this month with love as its theme, are we prepared to follow Jesus’ instructions?  In 
this time of need and uncertainty, there are plenty of people traveling the way with us who could use our love, 
mercy, and compassion.  Let’s “go and do likewise,” loving our neighbors and changing our little corner of the 
world. 
 

~ Curtis Brookshire on behalf of the Stewardship Committee 

News and Notes... 

     We would like to thank all of those who came out on December 23 to help in decorating St. Paul’s into 
a beautiful setting in which to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ after an extended absence of in- 
person Christmas Eve services.  Special thanks to our Chrismon group for their beautiful decorations for 
our tree.  We would also like to give special thanks to the hard work of those who helped remove the   
decorations, especially Betty Smith, Jenny Batten-Wiley, and Jane and Dick Hawk. 
 

Pax, 

Sherrill and Mike Weathers 
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           Community Food Pantry  

Our Outreach and Social Justice Committee collects 

non-perishable food items for the Smithfield Area  

Ministries Food Pantry. Please bring canned goods   

and other non-perishable food to Church on the first 

Sunday of each month. Place items in the basket at    

the back of the Church. 

December Vestry Highlights 

 

At its January 25 meeting, the Vestry: 

• Approved the budget for 2022. 

• Discussed the potential return of Adult Ed, Sunday 

School, and Children’s Chapel on February 6. 

• Discussed Lenten suppers. 

• Discussed the upcoming Vestry Retreat planned 

for February 25-27. 

• Discussed the upcoming Installation - Celebration 
of a New Ministry scheduled for February 24.  

Bishop Anne will preside. 

Mark Your Calendars for Lent  

at St. Paul’s 

 

Lent is right around the corner, preceded by our 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on March 1st, 
and beginning with Ash Wednesday on March 2nd. 
This year, we will hold a weekly Lenten Soup 
Supper Series, beginning on March 9th and 
concluding on April 6th. Our many and varied 
ministries will work together each week to host our 
suppers and share with us the work and gift of their 
ministry. This is a wonderful way to learn more 
about the ministry opportunities at St. Paul's and 
discern where God is calling you to serve in our 
parish.  
 

Our Supper Series will focus on the different forms 
of prayer. From the doodle prayer and labyrinth walk 
to contemplative prayer and lectio divina, we will 
take part in the various prayer practices and see how 
they draw us closer to God, God's creation, and one 
another. More info coming soon.  

Finance Committee 

    The Finance Committee began its 2022 quarterly 
meeting schedule on January 18.   Treasurer Lindy 
Faulconer reported on:  the Year-End financial state-
ment; the status of the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP); the Employee Retention Credit Program; and 
the 2022 budget.  Pledge income in 2021 was slight-
ly under budget, but unpledged income was $34,500 
above budget.  In 2021, we received $73,400 from 
government programs.  Those two programs helped 
generate a budget income surplus of over $69,000, 
not including the funds from the sale of the rectory.  
Expenses were about $23,625 under budget, mostly 
due to not having a full-time rector part of the year.  

Overall, our income exceeded expenses by $95,192. 

    The PPP Loan has been forgiven. Our $35,235 in 
employee retention credits do not have to be repaid.  
The rectory sale and direct gifts established a 

$203,300 Endowment Fund balance at year end. 

    As for our 2022 budget, our budgeted expenses 
exceed projected income by about $17,900.  The 
largest reduction in income is in pledges.  However, 
at the time of our meeting, the Treasurer was hopeful 
of receiving additional pledges for 2022.  The com-
mittee approved a balanced budget, using a portion 
of 2021 surplus funds.  The Committee also ap-
proved sending the budget to the Vestry’s January 
25 meeting for their final approval.  With a legacy 
endowment fund in place and a carry-forward sur-
plus, the church’s financial position is stronger than 

it was in 2020. 

    Since my term ended with the January meeting, 
Joyce Fitzpatrick-Jordan was elected as new Com-
mittee Chair.  I have enjoyed my time on the Finance 
Committee and thank the Committee and everyone 
else for their confidence. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Kendall 

Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2022 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

1/30/2022       1/1/2022 – 1/31/2022  

Pledge Payments         $2751.00   Pl. Payments   $21,099.95 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4238.73   Pledge Budget $21,193.65 



Page 4  

Staying connected... 

 

Help Wanted 

Immediate Openings 

St. Paul’s A/V (audio visual) 

Team needs your help! 

 

No experience needed. 

On the job training. 

Start your rewarding career  

this week! 

 

Contact Mike Weathers 

Michealwweathers@gmail.com 

919-931-2477 

    Although our group has been on 

"pause" with the recent Diocesan 

guidelines, work has continued behind 

the scenes on our cookbook.  This is 

your last opportunity to have one or 

more of your family's favorites included 

for all of posterity.  We are hopeful that 

the cookbook will be ready for sale by 

Easter.  Wouldn't it make a sweet family 

gift (perhaps with your special recipe 

tagged with a post-it)?  The deadline for 

submitting recipes is February 23! 

    We will hold our New Year's Brunch 

at Kay Hewitt's house on Saturday, 

February 19 from 10am-12pm.  All 

women of St. Paul's are invited!  This is 

a time of fun and fellowship.  Please let 

Kay know if you can come and what 

you'd like to bring.  We are also 

collecting non-perishable food items for 

the Blessings Box that day.   

Ladies, consider joining us in 2022.  We 

meet every third Saturday at 10 am in 

Lawrence Hall.  

~ Nancy Gibbs, President 

We do good work in His name! 

Cookbook recipe deadline is    

February 23, 2022!! 

    To submit a handwritten recipe, 
please use the form in this newsletter.  
Mail it to St. Paul’s or drop it through 

the mail slot in the Office hall door.  

    If you have any questions regarding 
the cookbook project, please contact 
any of these committee members:  
Nancy Gibbs (chair),  Kay Hewitt,  

Jenny Batten-Wiley, and Judy LaVista. 
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News and events 

 

My Kid’s Club 

The children of My Kid’s Club appreciate these 
snacks: fruit, lower-sugar or low-sodium items and 

juice boxes.   

Meg Scovil will pick up donated snacks and deliver to 
My Kid’s Club.  Should you wish to donate these 
items, please leave your donations outside the church 
office door or inside the building on a weekday. There 
is a My Kid’s Club basket on the office hallway 
bench.  Mike Hugo and the office volunteers will 

contact Meg for pick-up.  

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry.          

      ~ Meg Scovil 

    The Outreach Committee met February 2nd. We began to make plans for a possible Lenten 
project. Details will be forthcoming. We are also exploring ways to show our appreciation for 
health care workers at Johnston Memorial. The Committee will provide boxed lunches for the 

Habitat Build on February 12.  

If any knitters or crocheters are interested in making prayer shawls on Mondays at First 

Presbyterian Church in downtown Smithfield, please contact Meg Scovil. 

Beginning in February, our Blessing Box donations will have a monthly theme. For February, the 

theme is Heart Healthy Foods such as cereals, oatmeal, soups, and tuna.  

Again, many thanks to our parishioners for their continued support of our projects; in particular, 

many non-perishable food items were donated at the Christmas Eve service.  

  

                                             ~  Diane and Debby 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 

meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 



Habitat for Humanity—Why We Build 

On Saturday, January 29, a very cold morning, St. Paul’s joined other Johnston County churches to build      
exterior and interior walls for a new Habitat home.  Representing our congregation were Bill Jordan,  
Don Overby, Mike Weathers, Allen Wellons and Rev. Kate.  When someone asked the group why we 
volunteer to work on a home build, Don Overby said it best, “ I think the reason why we enjoyed working 
on the home build was embodied in the young single mother who was there to help, too. She told us her   
story, and Habitat gives her the hope that she may own a home when no other options are available to 

her. Hope. Love. God's love.”            

Please consider supporting our upcoming Work Days FEBRUARY 12, MARCH 12, and APRIL 2.  You 
may sign up here:  https://habitatwake.volunteerhub.com/lp/johnstoncountycoalition?format=0&filter={} 

 

You can also sign up (in Lawrence Hall) to assist in providing lunch to the work team on April 2.  

Mike Weathers, Allen Wellons, Rev. Kate, Bill Jordan, Don Overby                                  Don Overby 

                     enjoy lunch at the Habitat Warehouse 

Allen Wellons, Bill Jordan 



 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Sunday Schedule 

     8:00 am   Holy Eucharist   

 11:00 am   Holy Eucharist  

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

    Feb  2   Outreach Committee, 12 noon 

    Feb  3   Brotherhood, 6 pm, Lawrence Hall 

    Feb  6   Return of Adult Ed, Sunday School,  

            and Children’s Chapel 

    Feb  7   Chrismon Crew, 10 am, Lawrence Hall 

    Feb 19  ECW Brunch, 10 am, Kay Hewitt’s house 

    Feb 21  Chrismon Crew, 10 am, Lawrence Hall 

    Feb 22  Vestry, 7 pm, Lawrence Hall 

    Feb 24  Celebration of a New Ministry, 

                     7 pm, with Bishop Anne 

    Feb 25-27  Vestry Retreat, Trinity Center 
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Adult Christian Education for 2022 

    On Sunday, February 6, Adult Christian Education will return in Lawrence Hall from 9:45 to 10:45 
am.  (Note the new 9:45 start time.)  No specific Biblical knowledge or background is required to     
attend – the only perquisite is a willingness to be present.  Our first series will explore the Gospel of 
Matthew in five sessions.  Matthew provides the most complete record of what Jesus taught and how 
it grew out of Old Testament scriptures.  Please join us as we examine how Matthew reveals Jesus’ 

identity and nature to convince Israel that Jesus was and is their one true Messiah and only King. 

    Future classes for 2022 are still being planned.  Topics under consideration include the following: 

Women of the New Testament 

The Psalms 

The Biblical understanding of God’s Shalom 

Paul: the person, his letters, and his journeys 

The Mind of Christ (from Philippians) 

The Gospel of Mark 

The Gospel of Luke 

The Gospel of John 

    As classes are finalized and scheduled, they will be announced in future newsletters and the Sun-
day bulletins.  All of us share in the journey to grow our understanding of how God has revealed him-
self to us in the Bible and to deepen our relationship with Jesus.  Everyone is welcome to participate 

in the classes whenever you are able, and we urge you to invite others to attend. 

    Anyone interested in leading a Christian Ed session or series is invited to contact Linda Armstrong 
at armstronglja2@gmail.com or 919-830-0283.  No prior teaching experience is necessary, just a 

heart moved by the Spirit to teach. 


