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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

  

From The Rector:From The Rector:From The Rector:From The Rector:    

The gift of summer is the gift of taking time to step back, change the scenery, take a deep breath in and let it all go. 
When we are able to move away from our day to day routines we can see our lives and all they encompass (family, 
jobs, commitments, hobbies, etc...), taking the time to assess what is bringing us joy and fulfillment and what is 
draining us or causing angst. Franciscan priest and creator of the Center for Action and Contemplation, Richard Rohr, 

puts it this way:  

“The final fruitfulness of work is actually found by choosing and living its exact opposite -- the 
cessation of work -- or the Sabbath rest. Unless approximately one-seventh of life is also ceasing 
from work, putting spaces, paragraphs, and parentheses around my efforts, work always becomes 
compulsive, addictive, driven, unconscious, and actually counterproductive for the self and those 

around us. We also need not to work.”  

Whatever your “work” encompasses, whether in an office, home, church, or other venue, we all need to take time to 
rest from its constant demands. To allow the gift of the sacred pause to fill us up so that when we return (or find, or 

even leave) our “work,” we can more fully embrace it and share it as the blessing it is.  

This summer, as we focus on rest and rejuvenation, we give thanks for the work and dedication of Mike Hugo to St. 
Paul’s. Beginning August 1, Mike will be passing on most of his duties as Office Manager, becoming our Financial 
Manager (a part-time employee). Mike has, and will remain, a gift to our church family. As the first point of contact 
and point person for all who come through St. Paul’s during the week, Mike has taken on roles as pastoral presence, 
building manager, and cruise director: caring for us as members, our sacred space, and our daily life as a 
congregation (even during a pandemic). For this, and so much more, I am thankful for Mike and his work at St. 

Paul’s. I hope you will join me in giving thanks for Mike and his work as our Office Manager. 

As Mike has noted (in his letter below) life is short, and we must take the time to care for ourselves so that we can 
continue to enjoy the gift of life and community with one another. This season, may we all make room for sacred 
pauses, remembering the importance of caring for ourselves, so that we can care for others. And, may we all give 

thanks for the work and blessing of Mike at St. Paul’s, especially as he moves into a new season of life with us.  

Your sister in Christ,  

The Rev. Kate Byrd +  

Dear People of St. Paul’s, 

I’ve been your Office Manager since January 2011. When I was hired, the rector asked me for a six-month job    

commitment. I’ve been at St. Paul’s for 11 years AND six months (the last four years as full-time).   

As with many of us, I’ve worked since I was a teenager. Now, 48 years and a new hair color later, it’s time for 
phased retirement. Beginning in August, I’ll become the part-time financial manager. I’ll be available to train your 
new Office Manager and cover office duties during staff absences. I’ll work partly from home. I thank Rev. Kate and   

the Vestry for their generosity in making this transition possible.  

Last fall, an old friend of mine had a stroke. In April, another old friend had a stroke and died. Life is short. Friends 

are treasures. I want to enjoy relaxed mornings at home and visit friends old and new while I physically can.     

Thank you for your warm welcome and love. Three weeks after I started here, my dad died. I couldn’t reach him in 
my Florida hometown in time because I couldn’t immediately leave my duties. You sent so many sympathy cards, 
and I hadn’t met most of you yet! My mother died in 2014. You again sent cards and gifts, which allowed me to 

make the trip to help my sister plan arrangements.   

Thank you for your friendship. I look forward to continuing to serve St. Paul’s in my new role.             ~ Mike Hugo     
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Juneteenth and The Fourth of July 

An Appreciation by Eric Jackson 

    Summer is gearing up and we are getting ready to enjoy the warm weather. Juneteenth and July Fourth are 

celebrated in the warmth of summer. They embody to me the famous quote from Matthew: 

"You are the light of the world 

A city on a hill cannot be hidden."           

~ Matthew 5:14 

    Both holidays celebrate freedom, faith, family, and food. They also embrace the concept of American Ex-
ceptionalism. Since colonial times and beyond, the American experiment has been a beacon and an example to 

the world. 

    From John Winthrop in the 17th century to John Kennedy in the 20th century, that spirit has guided our 
American consciousness. There have been wars, social upheavals, public squabbles, and discord. We healed 

and learned valuable life lessons. 

    Communication was slow and word of the Civil War ending with the surrender of General Lee to General 
Grant, the assassination of President Lincoln, and the dismantling of the Confederate army took time to get to 

the Deep South and Southwest. 

    Juneteenth honors the ending of slavery and the freedom of African--Americans in Texas. On June 19, 
1865, Union General Gordon Granger issued General Order Number 3 in Galveston, Texas. This order freed 
all enslaved persons in Texas. They were freed under the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 and the 13th 
Amendment to the Constitution, which abolished slavery in the United States. This amendment was enacted in 

January of 1865. 

Continued on next page 

News and Notes... 

Juneteenth celebration Texas 1913  The Spirit of '76 
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Attendance and Pledge Obligations 2022 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

6/26/2022       1/1/2022 – 6/26/2022  

Pledge Payments         $2547.00   Pl. Payments   $130,489.61 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4238.73   Pledge Budget $110,134.98 

June Vestry Highlights 

At its June 28 meeting, the Vestry: 

- finalized the terms for Mike's partial retirement and    

transition to Finance Manager, beginning August 1st  

- discussed the need for 3 Delegates and 2 Alternates to 
serve a 3-year term at Diocesan Annual Convention (due 

by August 2022)  

- approved Membership Vision to build and maintain a new 
church website, and Amanda Slatter to create a new church 

logo.  

- learned that our Labyrinth Memorial Garden and church 
grounds were refreshed with beautiful flowers and received 
a new irrigation system for the flower beds (thank you, 

Mike and Sherrill Weathers).  

Finance Committee 

Our financial reports as of May 31, 2022, show the 
following: our Total Net Assets year-to-date are 
$483,124.  The Total Income for the month of May 
is $26,528, which is above our budgeted income for 
this month of $23,831.  The total actual income for 
year-to-date is $121,817, slightly above the budget-

ed year-to-date income of $119,156. 

Expenses year-to-date through May 2022 are 
$120,166, which is in line with the budgeted 

amount for this timeframe of $119,155.  

The Finance Committee recognizes pledges often 
lag during the summer months and would like to 
remind everyone to honor their pledges in a timely 
fashion.  For now, our finances remain stable, our 
parishioners are active, and our future remains 

bright.  

Faithfully yours, 

Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 

Community Food Pantry  

    Our Outreach and Social Justice Committee 

collects non-perishable food items for the Smith-

field Area Ministries Food Pantry.  Please bring 

canned goods and other non-perishable food to 

Church on the first Sunday of each month. Place 

items in the basket at the back of the Church. 

Stewardship (cont’d) 

    Juneteenth has been a holiday in Texas since 
the 19th century. As Black citizens migrated 
across the country, they took with them the cele-
bration of Juneteenth. In cities, small towns, farm 
hamlets, and country crossroads, Juneteenth was 
celebrated with hampers of picnic fare. Sweet 
strawberry soda and teacakes rounded out the 
feast. There were prayers and hymns lifted up.  

There was great fellowship and family fun. 

    For decades, Juneteenth was a major event. 
Black churches and civic groups developed parks 
for Juneteenth and other events. By the 1930's, as 
the older generation passed away, there was less 
emphasis placed on the holiday. Beginning in the 
1970's a younger and more aware generation   
rediscovered Juneteenth and its celebration was 
renewed. Communities and states declared it an 
official holiday. The rise of the internet and social 
media gave Juneteenth added notice. Juneteenth 

became a Federal holiday in 2021. 

    Juneteenth 2022 was celebrated in Johnston 
County with events and parades in Smithfield, 

Princeton, and Selma. 

    We should not celebrate Juneteenth and the 
Fourth of July once a year. We need to celebrate 
these two American holidays every day. Free-
dom, Faith, Family and, yes, Food will enable us  
to all be a beacon and light to the world. We can 
then keep that shining city on a hill bright for  

future generations. 
 

God's Peace, 

Eric Jackson 
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Staying connected... 

 

    Thanks to all who attended the Daughters of the 
King, Mary Magdalen Chapter’s Summer Solstice 
Walk and Mandala Rock Painting session for all ages 

on June 21. 

    The first day of summer was a hot one, so most 
activities were inside.  The “all ages” ranged from 
five-year-old Libbie Byrd, daughter of St. Paul’s 
rector, the Rev. Kate Bird, to 85-year-old long-time 
DOK member Sheila Stafford.  Several of the painted 
rocks will be placed at the entrance to St. Paul’s 
outdoor labyrinth, which is open to the public for 
contemplative walks and is listed on the World-Wide 

Labyrinth Locator at https://labyrinthlocator.com/. 

 

See  

more photos  

on Page 6 
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News and events 

 

My Kid’s Club 

The children of My Kid’s Club appreciate these 
snacks: fruit, lower-sugar or low-sodium items and 

juice boxes.   

Meg Scovil will pick up donated snacks and deliver to 
My Kid’s Club.  Should you wish to donate these 
items, please leave your donations outside the church 
office door or inside the building on a weekday. There 
is a My Kid’s Club basket on the office hallway 
bench.  Mike Hugo and the office volunteers will 

contact Meg for pick-up.  

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry.          

      ~ Meg Scovil 

To help with student nutritional needs during the summer, First Baptist is providing 250 meals 
per week to students at Johnston Court.  Outreach donated cookies for dessert on June 10.  We 

will continue donating packaged cookies on July 8 and August 12.  

July is recognized as Berry Month, Grilling Month, and Picnic Month.  So, the Blessing Box 
theme this month is varied.  Please bring in jelly, 
jam, or preserves; peanut butter, Vienna sausages, 
beanie-weenies, baked beans, icee pops, trail mix, 
or condiments. Our Blessing Box is used quite 
often, so your donations are appreciated.  Outreach 
thanks the Brotherhood and ECW for their 

continued support. 

Outreach will meet August 3 at 12:30 pm  

in Lawrence Hall. 

 ~  Diane and Debby 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 
meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 
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DOK Summer Solstice Labyrinth Walk and Rock Painting, June 21 



 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Sunday Schedule 

     8:00 am   Holy Eucharist   

 11:00 am   Holy Eucharist  

 

 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

     

    July   4  Fourth of July Holiday, Office Closed 

    July   5  Kitchen Guild, 10:30 am 

    July 19  Finance, 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 

    July 26  Engaging with Newcomers/Spreading the 
        Love of St. Paul's meal and program,          
         6:00 pm, Lawrence Hall (see Bulletin   

        Announcements for details)  

    July 26  Vestry, 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 
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11:00 Coffee Hour 

 Hosts Needed 

 

 Now that we’re gathering for fellowship 
after the 11:00 service, we need volun-

teers to host the 11:00 Coffee Hour.  

Sign up with a friend or two to host a 
Sunday. The sign-up sheet is on the     

bulletin board outside Lawrence Hall. 

 

     

Help Wanted 

Immediate Openings 

St. Paul’s A/V (audio visual) 

Team needs your help! 

 

No experience needed. 

On the job training. 

Start your rewarding career  

this week! 

 

Contact Mike Weathers 

Michealwweathers@gmail.com 

919-931-2477 


