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What is God like?

“From the moment human beings could speak of the mystery we call God, we have spoken in terms of
total devotion—or at least the possibility of it.” writes Rachel Held Evans, in her last book entitled Whole
Hearted Faith, which was taken from a  transcript found and published by some of her dear friends and
colleagues, after her sudden death from the flu in 2019. Rachel has actually become a fairly substantial
figure within many Christian circles over the last decade as she has invited us to wrestle, alongside her,
with questions surrounding who God is and why our faith even matters. As she writes: The implicit
message... is that the life of faith cannot be lived half-heartedly.” And, tells us, “ this gets complicated on
the days when I’m not sure I believe in God.” Which begs the question, how do we know what God is
like? Especially given the fact that we hear Jesus telling us in our passage from Luke, “Ask, and it will be
given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” Even
though we know from our own experiences in life, tragic stories we hear on the news, or the chaos we see
surrounding this world, that this is  not always true. We knock and no one seemingly answers, we ask and
we do not receive as we desire, we search and cannot find the answers.

A favorite cartoon in our home (which if you weren’t aware includes our five year old daughter and two
year old twin sons) is Bluey. An Australian television program for preschoolers, that follows the life and
adventures of a young blue puppy named (of course) Bluey. Who lives with her mom, dad, and younger
sister, Bingo. One of our favorite episodes from Bluey is “The Claw”. You know, the claw, that arcade
game, in greasy pizza parlors or sticky ice cream shops, filled to the brim with alluring toys to entice
children and drain parents of extra change.  In the episode Bluey and her sister get a chance to try their
hand (or paw) at the Claw, only to find the difficulty, frustration, and disappointment that comes alongside
not getting what you want, especially when it appears just out of reach. As Bluey and Bingo mope around,
their Dad says, “it wouldn’t be fun if you always won,” to which the young pup replies, “of course it
would.” With Mom sweeping in to say, “I know how to cheer you kids up.” As Mom sits on the floor,
covered in stuffed toys, she holds her arm out forming a claw with her hand, and gives Bluey a chopstick
to use as the leaver. And, no sooner do they place the imaginary coin, in the imaginary machine do they
win (ding ding ding), and then go back to moping. As Bluey huffs off saying, “it’s not the same.” Which
is when Dad comes in, “that’s not the way you do it.” Taking Mom’s place, Dad puts his hand out for the
coin, poking at the kids, he says (in a mechanical voice), “this machine does not take imaginary coins, go
and get a job and earn real ones.” Laughing, the kids take on house chores, to earn change. Putting their
coin in, “Magic Claw”, they hear, “You have one turn, best of luck,” as they play only to find Magic Claw
inadvertently dropping the toy on the claw’s way up, or missing it, or unable to lift it. As Bluey exclaims,
“Dad... this isn’t fair,”and in response hearing “I am Not Dad, I am Magic Claw. Magic Claw has no
children; his days are free and easy.” The game goes on like this for a little while, until the kids become
frustrated, and right as their Dad says, “kids you see the lesson here is...”  They overtake the “Magic
Claw”  as they scream “tickle him”, as they all end up in a big pile rolling around on the floor, laughing
and enjoying the intimacy of embrace and the companionship of one another's presence.



As Christians, Rachel Held Evans suggests, “We prefer theology and imagery that depicts God as
powerful and in control, a sovereign chess master dispassionately moving pieces across the board.” But,
this kind of god is not our God. Because, our God is not a cold lifeless machine. Our God is interpersonal,
passionate about being in relationship with us, and despite what this world may tell us, given the pain and
suffering that surrounds this life, our God is loving and grace filled because our God never leaves us and
always seeks to enable us with life abundant even when life seems unfair.

So how can we know what God is like? One way we can know is through the Bible, like in the  passages
we read this morning. As we are told in Hosea, God is like a desperate spouse, continually betrayed by his
lover, but still persistently returning in determined hope, covenantal faith, and constant love. Or, as we
find in our Psalm, God is merciful and just, righteous and peaceful, constantly seeking us out even as we
stray, and always working towards restoring peace despite our propensity for discord. And too, as we are
told in Luke, God is like a friend who attends to our needs no matter the space or time, and like a parent
who will always bless their children with gifts that fulfill their needs. Another way we can know is
through prayer. As Jesus shows us today with our Lord’s Prayer, which we find in our passage from Luke.
Here we are invited to come to God, entering into relationship with our Father, our Friend, our
Companion. Asking for our daily bread, our sustenance, our wellbeing. Seeking forgiveness when we do
wrong, and finding a way to forgive others. Looking towards something greater than we could have ever
imagined on our own, something like relational community and Divine abundance as we say  “thy
kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it is heaven.”

I love the Bluey episode of “The Claw”, because sometimes I think we think of God like the Magic Claw.
We put in our coin, we try our best, and give it our all, but it still seems as though it is all up to luck, or
chance, or just the cruelty of fate. But, here, in the cartoon world of dogs as people we see it’s not about
winning or losing, it’s not about getting what our heart tells us is our greatest desire in the moment,  it’s
about the journey and the relationships you build along the way. It’s about taking all we have in the
moment and finding joy, love, and maybe a little laughter. As we heard in our story of Mary and Martha
last week, it’s about choosing the better part and the one thing. And as we were reminded by the lawyer
the week before it’s about Loving God with all our heart, mind, and soul. And, loving our neighbor as
ourself.

The question of who God is, is a good and holy question, because it calls us to lean in closer to
discovering God within our own lives and the world. Our prayers asking for our hearts desires are good
ones because they allow us to open our lives to God. In her book, Rachel suggests that the quest for
wholehearted living, or wholeness at all, is our quest for who God is, why it matters, and how it informs
the way we live and move and have our being. As she suggests that this quest is:

To live and love fully, to embrace human vulnerability... to try to make sense of our place in this
fragile yet beautiful world, to seek to understand our role in proclaiming God’s love and
justice—this has been the work of generations... It’s the best hope of our oldest prayers, both on
the days when I believe as well as on the days when I don’t.

So let us keep questioning, keep asking, keep seeking, because as Jesus tells us, “how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" This is how we will know God, as we are
filled with God’s Spirit. God’s passionate and relational Spirit of vulnerability, of grace, and of love.


