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You Can Sit With Us

I am fascinated by our Gospel story for today, as we are invited to witness Jesus’ encounter with a
Pharisee leader who has invited him to dinner on the Sabbath. Here, as the Pharisees and Jesus gather
together for dinner, we are told, “the leaders were watching [him] closely.” And, while it may have been
Jesus who was being scrutinized by the religious leaders and righteous followers, Jesus himself was doing
some scrutinizing of his own as he notices “how the guests chose the places of honor.” Responding, in
true Jesus fashion, with a parable. And, while this parable may have been addressed to individuals set in a
space and time far removed from us here and now, say like over 2,000 years ago and 6,000 miles away, it
still, in my mind, hits close to home. Even recalling for me a popular parable from my own generation
and cultural location. That being the parable of “Mean Girls”. Ok fine maybe not a parable, but still a box
office hit that had a significant and lasting impact on many girls from my own  generation and beyond.

As this commentary on modern day high school drama begins with none other than  the infamous
cafeteria scene. With Cady, our main character, played by Lindsay Lohan, finding herself as the new girl.
After growing up in Africa and being homeschooled by her parents, Cady realizes she has no clue how to
navigate the social rules and regulations that surround the lunch room. As her new friends impart on her
some wisdom for surviving the social hierarchy system of high school, they insist that above all else,
“where you sit in the cafeteria is crucial.” Revealing a detailed diagram of the cafeterias' unofficial (but
very“official”) seating chart with the location of every table and the corresponding group or clique who
has either claimed or been relegated to it. From the freshman and Jocks, to the preps, nerds, and everyone
in between, Cady discovers the intricacies of the school's social ranking system, precisely laid out and
determined by one's seat and position in the lunchroom. With the highest ranking table in the center,
claimed by none other than  “the plastics.”  The most popular girl clique in the school.

After sitting alone in a bathroom stall to eat her lunch on the first day, Cady is now invited to sit with the
plastics at the highest ranking table in the cafeteria. As the group's ringleader, Regina George, played by
Rachel McAdams, informs Cady, “we don’t do this often... so this is like a really big deal.” No sooner
does Cady accept the invitation, is she informed of all the social rules and regulations that are necessary to
maintain her seat and status at the table. As one of the girls informs her, with the deepest of sincerity, “on
Wednesdays we wear pink”, jeans or track pants are only permitted on Fridays, ponytails are only allowed
once a week, and if you don’t follow the rules then “you can’t sit with us”. As Cady continues to retain
her rank within the “Plastics’”, she quickly learns that there are more than simply “table manners''
involved in maintaining a place of stature within the high school social pecking order. Many of which
make teen gossip look like child's play. As she finds herself having to lay aside her own values and morals
for the sake of popularity. But, the higher Cady climbs, the more power she gains, the more she begins to
lose her true friends and in turn her true self.

Like so many wisdom teachers, before him and after, in our parable today from Luke, Jesus invites us to
see past and even through the world's ideas surrounding status, power, prestige, and rank; as he
encourages us to look towards a greater good and a better way. As our Messiah invites us to see how
societies social regulations and rules (both spoken and unspoken) have a significant impact on how we



live and move and have our being. Revealing again the truth that how I live affects how you live (or  in
this case, where I sit affects where you can or cannot sit). Reminding us that we are not merely things to
be organized like our utensil drawers. While we seek to have a place for everything (or everyone), and
have everything (or everyone) in their place, too often (if not always) this becomes an exercise in
exclusion and discord instead of one focused on inclusion and unity. More so it is a harmful and
dangerous practice to sort one another as items of more or less value. As Jesus points out the pitfalls in
seating arrangements or more so the travails inherent in social rankings, he does so alongside
encouragement and an invitation to humble ourselves for the sake of benefiting both the good of the
whole, and the sacred wholeness of ourselves. Because to become caught up in who is in and who is out,
where I sit vs. where you sit, is to fragment our world and lives in a way that denies us the opportunity to
simply enjoy communing alongside one another.

I have to tell you, when Mean Girls the movie first came out in 2004, my sophomore/junior year of high
school, I hated it. Probably because it hit too close to home, seeing those girls act in such a way as to take
out everything and everyone that stood in their way to claim the highest rank and seat at the head of the
proverbial table. And too, I wanted so badly to fit in and belong with the cool girls. But, watching the
movie today, I have a whole new appreciation for the larger purpose of our parable and its lesson. At the
end of our movie as the girls have wreaked so much havoc and created so much damage in the wake of
their scramble to ascend to the top, we find them all at the Spring Fling. As Principal Duvall comes up to
announce the Queen and King of that evening's social event, we discover it’s Cady, our main character
and new girl in school. Which is completely shocking because inadvertently on her climb to the top she
has lost about every friend she had, not to mention as retribution for her actions Cady’s math teacher
required her participation in the mathletes (which we are told is nothing less than “social suicide”). Either
way Cady wins, and as she accepts her crown as queen, fresh from her mathlete's competition still in her
uniform. And in accepting her victory she breaks her crown  into dozens of little pieces to share with
whole. Giving it away to those she hurt, those who hurt her, and those who were left out all together.
Reminding us of that greater good Jesus points to, our hope in God’s kingdom and our faith in salvation,
which is now revealed here in our ability to share what we have, welcome those around us, and make
room for all.

What would it look like for us to let go of all the ways this world seeks to divide and define? Allowing
ourselves instead to become humble for the sake of the whole, the whole of this world, of our community,
and of our lives. In a way that encourages us to say... sit with a new person at coffee hour; invite a solitary
coworker to lunch, get to know the families and individuals whom we serve with meals on wheels or my
kids club, finding ways to share the resources of our time, talent. Always remembering Jesus' prescription
for whole life living, as he said “those who humble themselves will be exalted and repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.” May we grab hold of our invitation today to experience a foretaste of
redemption through humility and God’s kingdom where there are seats and room for all.


