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“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

  

From The Rector: 
 

Celebrating Our Stories this Season at St. Paul’s  
 

    Our season of Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany invite us to recall and live into the stories that have knit us together as 

Christians - the prophecies of old that foretold of a Messiah to come; the Angels who descended to bring good news of 

great joy; the expectant Mary who patiently awaited the birth of her son; the hesitant Joseph, her husband, who dutifully 

stood by her side; the excited shepherds who came to look upon the long awaited savior; and the dedicated magi who 

traveled from afar to bear witness and give praise for all that was taking place. These stories, for many of us, hold the 

power to bring comfort and joy, transporting us into a season of warmth and love. As we come to this time, it is my hope 

that we can do so in a way that allows us to share the sentiments and spirits of our holiday season across the generations of 

our church family, joining together to share with one another where we have come from and looking together towards 

where we can go.  

    In this spirit, during our holiday season at St. Paul’s, I encourage you to join us for our many intergenerational (for  

every age) opportunities. First, during our Sunday School hour (9:45 am - 10:45 am), we are offering “Our Christmas 

Story: From Generation to Generation,” which began Sunday, November 27 and goes through December 18. This Sunday 

School experience will be both formative and interactive, as we hear a portion of our familiar Christmas story and interact 

with the narrative through accessible art projects. Our series begins with Matthew’s genealogy, looking at the hope that 

shimmers brightly throughout the threads connecting our histories, stories, and futures one to another. Looking also at 

Gabriel's proclamation to Mary and the angel’s appearance to Joseph, we will find the power of Divine’s ability to ease our 

fears and the abundance of opportunity available when we say “yes” to God’s call. Finally, as we come to the culmination 

of our story at the manger, we will witness the miracle of this life coming to fruition through our relationship with the 

Divine and one another.  

    Second, on December 18 during our 11:00 am service, we will have our 

first (and hopefully annual) Impromptu Christmas Pageant. This pageant will 

give each of us at St. Paul’s a chance to participate in the narrative of our 

Christmas story that calls us into the relational love of the Divine. Come and 

see how you might find yourself in our story this year. Whether as an on-

looking sheep in our flock, an angel exclaiming Alleluia in the choir, or a 

shepherd keeping watch, we will have parts for everyone. No rehearsals 

required, no experience needed, and no lines to memorize. (NOTE: Children 

will be given first choice of costumes: angels, shepherds, wise men, Mary, 

and Joseph. Adults are encouraged to participate alongside our children, but 

not required.) I hope you will join us as we experience the miracle of God 

born among us this season!  
 

On the journey, 
 

The Rev. Kate Byrd + 

St. Paul’s Annual Meeting December 4 

Please plan to join us for the Annual Meeting on Sunday, December 4, following the 11:00 am service. There 

are sign-up sheets in the Narthex and on the table near the bulletin board in Lawrence Hall. 

This important meeting gives us a chance to hear about the life and ministry at St. Paul’s, thank off-going  

Vestry members, and elect three new Vestry representatives. Candidates are featured on the insert. 

Theressa Rose 

Senior Warden 



 

 

 

Stewardship 
 
 

    We are approaching the time when we say good-bye to one year and hello to the next. It is the  

perfect time for us to reflect on our past while looking forward to the future. It is also a good time   

to review 2022 at St. Paul’s while imagining what 2023 will offer. 

    I hope we can all agree it has been a remarkable year at St. Paul’s. We began the year still suffer-

ing with COVID related illnesses and restrictions. Well, COVID is still with us, together with sea-

sonal flu and cold viruses, but life is slowly feeling more normal. While we suffered the loss of   

several of our beloved church family, people are venturing back into our pews, and their growing 

numbers give encouragement to us all.  

    In November we give thanks for our abundant blessings. Those blessings have been evident dur-

ing the past year as Reverend Kate has provided the leadership we needed, and parishioners have 

stepped up without even being asked. In December we celebrate the birth of our Lord, who provides 

all the basis of our blessings, while supplying us with the fortitude to face our difficulties.   

    In the last few weeks of this year, we will be hearing what was discussed at the 207th Annual  

Episcopal Convention. We will also select three new Vestry members who will carry on the im-

portant work of our Church. Congregation members will be responding to the wish lists of children 

on the Angel Tree, and the whole Church will once again be in awe of the Chrismon ornaments as 

they are placed upon our tree. Amid all this, the Annual Pledge Drive will wrap up, and we will 

learn what funding will be available in 2023 to serve the needs of our Church and our Community. 

    If you, like me, want to see St. Paul’s continue to grow and flourish, please continue to give of 

your talent, time, and funding. Whatever you give will come back 100-fold. 
 

Happy holidays, 
 

Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 

Stewardship Committee 
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Dearest People of St. Paul’s,  

As I exit the Vestry this coming December and relinquish the Sr. Warden’s keys, I want to take a  
moment to thank you all for your words of encouragement, support, and faithfulness during the past 
highly unusual three years. With God’s help and your dedication, we have traversed some difficult 
waters. We have prayed, laughed, and cried together, which I believe has made us all the stronger. 
Challenges are not over – they will always arise. But, by centering ourselves in the love of Christ and 
our love for one another, we will meet those challenges with energy, creativity, and encouragement. 
Each St. Paul’s parishioner inspires me and humbles me. Thank you for your prayers. Thank you for 
your dedication. Thank you for being….you.  

Blessings, 

Theressa Rose – Sr. Warden 
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Pledge Obligations 2022 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

11/27/2022       1/1/2022 – 11/27/2022  

Pledge Payments         $2135.00   Pl. Payments   $211,902.30 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4821.75   Pledge Budget $230,904.00 

November Vestry Highlights 
 

At its November 15 meeting, the Vestry: 

 Discussed plans for the Annual Meeting being 

held on Sunday, December 4 

 Discussed the impromptu Christmas pageant 

planned for Sunday, December 18 

 Discussed the “safe church” items to be      

activated 

11:00 Coffee Hour 

 Hosts Needed 
 

The 2023 Coffee Hour Sign-up sheet is now posted. 

Sign up with a friend or two to host a Sunday. 

You will find the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 

outside Lawrence Hall. Kitchen Guild provides the 

coffee, cream, juice boxes, and paper products. All 

you need to supply are the treats.  

     

Finance Committee 

    Our Treasurer has provided the financial 

reports as of October 31, 2022.  Our total 

net assets year-to-date are $454,750.  The 

total income for the month of October is 

$19,453, which is below our budgeted 

monthly income of $24,123. The total actu-

al income year-to-date is $233,110, also   

below the budgeted year-to-date income of 

$241,229. 

    Expenses year-to-date through the end of 

October 2022 are $230,390, still below the 

budgeted amount for this timeframe of 

$241,229. 

    While we remain financially stable, 

please take time before the year end to     

review and fulfill your 2022 pledges. 

    Our parishioners are active, and our     

future remains bright. 
 

Faithfully yours, 

Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 

2023 Sunday Altar Flowers 
 

The 2023 Altar Flowers Donor Chart   

is posted on the bulletin board         

outside Lawrence Hall.  

Most Sundays are still available, but 

they do fill up quickly. 

 

Call or email Pat Hovorka in the        

office if you have donation or                      

ordering questions. 

 

***** 



 

 

    ECW met on November 19 and had a very 

productive meeting. We voted to donate $100 

to the Episcopal Farmworkers Mission, and 

we also “adopted” two children from the    

Angel Tree. We bagged and tagged 75 pairs  

of socks for the Blessing Box, we decorated 

paper placemats for Meals On Wheels, and  

we wrapped St. Paul’s cookbooks for holiday 

gifting - buy yours soon, only 50 left! They 

are available at Coffee Hour and at our up-

coming Bake Sale. 

    Our Holiday Bake Sale will be held on  

Sunday, December 18. There will be pre-

ordered items like last year AND a Silent  

Auction for some really special baked goods! 

    Finally, all the ladies of St. Paul’s should 

mark their calendars for Saturday, January 21. 

Kay Hewitt will be hosting our annual ECW 

Brunch! Please attend even if you have never 

attended a meeting. It is a time of fellowship 

and delicious food. Bring a dish, if you can. 

 

~ Nancy Gibbs, President 

News and events 

Smithfield Area Ministries 

Community Food Pantry 

 

On the first Sunday of each month, 

our Outreach and Social Justice 

Committee collects non-perishable 

food items for the Smithfield Area 

Ministries Food Pantry. 
 

Please bring canned goods and other 

non-perishable food to Church on 

Sunday, December 4. Place the 

items in the basket at the back of the 

Church. 

We do good work in His name! 

Mark your calendars! 

ECW Holiday Bake Sale 

Sunday, December 18 
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Staying connected... 

My Kid’s Club 
 

    Thank you, St. Paul’s, for your consistent and generous 

contributions to the children and families of My Kid’s Club.  
 

    Individually wrapped low-sodium and/or low-sugar healthy snacks, 

such as Rice Krispie Treats, Goldfish, Nabs etc., provide for 

approximately 35 members at the South Smithfield Elementary and 

45-50 members at the Selma Elementary afterschool programs. Please 

leave your donations on the office hallway bench. Pat Hovorka, 

Office Manager, and the office volunteers will contact me for pick-

up. 
 

    You can always find updates for My Kid’s Club on the website www.mykidsclub.org. 

~ Meg Scovil 

    Thank you to all who have taken an angel from the Angel Tree. 

Remember that unwrapped gifts must be returned by Sunday,    

December 4. Thanks again for  your suppor t and for helping to   

make Christmas special for these children. 
 

    Outreach sent donations in November to the Episcopal Farm Workers 

Gift Drive and the Smithfield Rescue Mission Thanksgiving Food Drive 

and purchased gift cards from Aeropostle for the counselor/social worker 

at Selma Middle to use for students in need of clothing. 
 

    December is Pear Month, Eat a Red Apple Month, and Oatmeal Muffin 

month. The Blessing Box theme is fruit and muffins. Also, because of the holidays, please 

continue to bring shelf staple items that can be used for holiday meals (think green bean 

casserole or gelatin salad).  

 ~  Diane and Debby 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 
meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 
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Our Christmas Story from Generation to Generation 
 

In this Intergenerational Sunday School experience, we will look at all the ways our Christmas 
Story impacts the stories we have heard, the lives we live, and the future we are building together. 
 

The work of God is always unfolding — in and through us. 
This Advent season how will we take part in that work and this story? 

 

Each week we will hear a part of our Christmas story narrative, look at what the characters from 
our stories pass on or contribute, and how we can carry that on today. Join us each Sunday in  
Advent to hear our stories, take part in this work, and enjoy interactive art projects that  connect 
us to one another. 

 Altar Guild 
 

For everyone who has been wondering what the magnificent glow is coming from the Altar area, 

it's our sparkling clean silver vessels that team member, David Jenkins, lovingly polished. Not only 

is he a whiz at arranging flowers for our special events, but he has now added Master Polisher to his 

resume! Seriously, we are very grateful for the wonderful job David did and appreciate the time and 

effort. 
 

We have a great group of people who comprise our six teams. We would love to have new members. 

If anyone is interested, please let me know! 
 

New Bows - This year our Christmas wreaths for the church will be adorned with beautiful new 

blue and red bows, thanks to the talent of Susan Isenhour. Susan is the daughter of Elizabeth and 

David Jenkins, and the niece of Debby Jenkins. We appreciate all the hard work and time that     

Susan put into this project, and I'm sure we will enjoy the beauty of the Advent and Christmas    

seasons even more than usual thanks to her! 
 

Sherrill Weathers 

Staying connected... 
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Here’s what has been happening at St. Paul’s... 

 

ECW November Meeting Activities 

 

Brotherhood Christmas  

Tree & Wreath Sale 



 

 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Sunday Schedule 
   8:00 am   Holy Eucharist   

   9:45 am   Christian Formation for 

        all ages 

 10:00 am   Choir Practice 

 11:00 am   Holy Eucharist  

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

 Dec 5 Communications Committee, 12:00 pm,  

  Lawrence Hall 

 Dec 4 ANNUAL MEETING & POTLUCK LUNCH 

  12:15 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Dec 6 Kitchen Guild, 10:30 am 

 Dec 7 Bible Study, 10:00 am, Lawrence Hall 

  (every Wednesday at 10:00 am) 

 Dec 17 ECW, 10:00 am, Lawrence Hall 

 Dec 18 Christmas Pageant during 11:00 Service 

 Dec 18 ECW Pre-order Bake Sale Pick-up and Silent 

  Auction after 8:00 & 11:00 services, Lawrence Hall 

 Dec 20 Vestry, 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Dec 21 5:00-6:00 pm DOK Candlelit Winter  Solstice  

  Labyrinth Walk 

 Dec 24 5:00 pm Chr istmas Eve Service (no choir ) 

  11:00 pm Chr istmas Eve Service (with choir ) 

 Dec 25 No Sunday Service 

 Dec 26 Office Closed 

 Dec 31 3:00 pm - Tax deadline for 2022 contributions 

The Brotherhood will be holding  

a raffle for the remaining wreaths               

at the Annual Meeting. 

 

Each winner will also receive a bow of their 

choice. 

 

Tickets will be $1.00 each! 


