
 

 

St. Paul’s Epistle 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 218 S. Second Street, Smithfield NC  27577 

January 2023 

“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

  

From The Rector: 
 

Dear St. Paul's Family,  
 

    I wanted to thank you so much for your continued kindness and support as my family and I grieve the 

loss of my mother, Betsy Hahn, and prepare for her Celebration of Life on January 7 at Christ Church 

Alexandria. Knowing that you all as my church community and family are holding us in prayer and 

reaching out in sincerity has been a light in the midst of the darkness. The kind of light that allows me to 

remain hopeful in the promise of resurrection. As we move from Christmas to Epiphany, pondering in our 

hearts all that has taken place, I pray that we may receive with open arms, like Mary, Joseph, and the baby 

Jesus, those gifts that come to us from far off and unexpected places.  

Christmas blessings,  

Kate +   
 

Introduction From The Senior Warden 
 

    It is quite a high honor to have been asked by Reverend Kate to become the Senior Warden for St. 

Paul’s. I have not had an opportunity to personally get to know some of you, so I offer this brief 

introduction. My wife Linda and I are both retired from state government employment and moved to 

Smithfield four years ago. I had lived in Raleigh for over 50 years, and Linda had lived in Raleigh for over 

20 years. 

    Linda and I had been life-long Baptists until a friend of mine suggested that we visit St. Paul’s. 

Admittedly, at first, we struggled a bit with the order of the service, not knowing which book to grab, but 

we fell in love with St. Paul’s from the outset. With guidance from many parishioners and Father Jim 

Melnyk, we came to better understand what it means to be an Episcopalian. Perhaps not perfectly, but still 

learning. 

    I have heard it said many times over that one of the attractions of St. Paul’s is the people. While it may 

sound trite, I agree. So many people were welcoming and nice from the start (and still are) that it was hard 

to not come back… and to keep coming back. While that is a strong initial lure, the substance of the service 

is where the true attraction lies. The liturgy that seemed so daunting initially is now part of the beauty that 

makes worshipping at St. Paul’s a wonderful experience. Reverend Kate’s sermons are always on point, 

relevant, and enlightening of the Word. It is a combination of all these facets that make worshipping at St. 

Paul’s so wonderful.  

    To a degree we have not fully recovered from the setbacks from COVID, but we have made great 

progress. It seems that we are having more and more people return, as well as visitors who are with us for 

the first time. I believe that Reverend Kate is a primary factor in bringing the resurgence. There is new 

energy in our church. I hope to follow in the footsteps and footprints of my predecessor, Theressa Rose. As 

Senior Warden, I hope to continue to serve St. Paul’s in whatever manner I can to spread our message 

within the parish and to the greater community of Smithfield. 

    If there is anything I can do to help you or answer any questions, please let me know. Also, please keep 

me in your prayers as I try to serve the Lord and our parish as Senior Warden. 

Don Overby 

919-630-2887 

doverby47@gmail.com 



 

 

 

Stewardship 
 
 

Stewardship Thoughts 

    A new year, a new beginning, and for some of us a continuation of what and how we have 

always done things is upon us. For those of us who view the new year as a new beginning, let 

us truly work towards new things for the new year. A new attitude, new appearance, and new 

good intentions are hopefully transferred to new and renewed actions. For me, every day is a 

new beginning, a chance to start anew and do and be better than I was the day before. But it 

is so easy to slip into the ways of doing things as we have always done them. It is hard to let 

go of yesterday – not to mention last year. We are forgiven and try to repent and move for-

ward, but it can be challenging work. I love the story of the man who prayed during his  

nightly prayers for God to forgive him of the things he did and things that he should have 

done. But he cannot let them go, and so he asks for God’s forgiveness again for what he has 

done, and God replies: What are you talking about, because God’s forgiveness was total, 

complete, and it was whole. 

    Our church has a new logo, a sign and opportunity for a new beginning as the year starts 

soon. As stewards of our time, talents, and treasures, let us start anew. Let us work to forgive 

ourselves and others and accept God’s grace and forgiveness of us. Let us join with others    

to give what we did not or could not in the past year. Let us be a community of prayer, ac-

ceptance, and abundance. 

 

Griffin David Lockett 

Stewardship Committee 
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Connections Holiday Gathering 

 

 

Join us on Saturday, January 14, at 5:00 pm for a festive evening with our "youngish" 

adults. Please bring your favorite appetizer/finger food or dessert to share; soup and  

beverages graciously provided by our hosts, the Westergard Family.  

Please contact Megan Shaner (meganshaner1028@gmail.com) or Rev. Kate Byrd 

(kate.stpaulsnc@gmail.com) for more info and address. 

mailto:meganshaner1028@gmail.com
mailto:kate.stpaulsnc@gmail.com
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Pledge Obligations 2022 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

12/24/2022       1/1/2022 – 12/24/2022  

Pledge Payments         $1185.00   Pl. Payments   $237,200.44 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4821.75   Pledge Budget $250,191.00 

December Vestry Highlights 
 

At its December 20 meeting, the Vestry: 

 Discussed the proposed budget. To date there 

is a $13,000 deficit. Additional pledges are 

still expected to arrive. 

 Agreed with the Treasurer’s advice to move 

some funds from the checking account to the  

Money Market account to take advantage of 

current higher interest rates. 

 Discussed proposed revisions to the Labyrinth 

Guidelines. Billy Carter was approved as a 

new member of the Labyrinth Committee. 

11:00 Coffee Hour 

 Hosts Needed 
 

The 2023 Coffee Hour Sign-up sheet is now posted. 

Join up with a friend or two to host a Sunday. 

You will find the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 

outside Lawrence Hall. Kitchen Guild provides the 

coffee, cream, juice boxes, and paper products. All 

you need to supply are the treats.  

     

Finance Committee 

    The Finance Committee met on December 20, 

2022, to review and discuss the proposed 2023 

budget. The budget was approved for submission to 

the Vestry.   

    Our Treasurer also provided the financial reports 

as of November 30, 2022. Our total net assets so far 

this year are $445,440. The total income for the 

month of October was $17,907, which is well be-

low our budgeted monthly income of $24,123. The 

total actual income year-to-date is $248,017, also 

below the budgeted year-to-date income of 

$265,352. 

    Expenses year-to-date through November 30, are 

$256,425, still below the budgeted amount for this 

timeframe of $265,352.  

    While we remain financially stable, not all 

pledges have been received. Please take time before 

the year end to review and fulfill your 2022 pledg-

es. Our parishioners are active, and our future re-

mains bright.  
 

Faithfully yours, 

Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 

2023 Sunday Altar Flowers 
 

The 2023 Altar Flowers Donor Chart   

is posted on the bulletin board         

outside Lawrence Hall.  

Most Sundays are still available, but 

they do fill up quickly. 

 

Call or email Pat Hovorka in the        

office if you have donation or                      

ordering questions. 

 

***** 



 

 

    ECW used their December meeting to    

prepare for the Annual Holiday Bake Sale. 

The Bake Sale was a huge success!!!  We 

would like to thank everyone who pre-ordered 

and who generously bid on our special Silent 

Auction items. We are so excited about the   

wonderful projects we will be able do with 

these proceeds! 

    All women of St. Paul’s are invited to our 

New Year’s Brunch, which will be hosted by 

Kay Hewitt at her home on January 21. Please 

bring a dish to share (if you can) and a non-

perishable food item for the  Smithfield   

Community Food Pantry  

    Mark your calendars for our Sunday Soup 

Luncheon to be held during Coffee Hour on 

Sunday, February 5. We will have soups for 

you to enjoy at our sit-down luncheon in lieu 

of coffee hour. There will be a basket for Love 

Donations. Also, we will have a variety of 

soups available for pre-order takeout. Look for 

more information in upcoming bulletins and in 

next month’s newsletter. 

 

~ Nancy Gibbs, President 

News and events 

We do good work in His name! 

Page 4 

    The DOK Candlelit Winter Solstice  

Labyrinth Walk held on December 21 was 

well attended.  Our monthly meetings will 

resume on Saturday, January 28, at 11:00 am 

in Blandy Parlor. 

Each month ECW members gather together for           

fellowship and to discuss ways in which we can assist 

those in need in our communities. We invite all women of  

St. Paul’s to join us. Please come and take part as we 

bring our projects to realization. Your input is important, 

plus new and fresh ideas are always welcome! 



 

 

Staying connected... 

My Kid’s Club 
 

    Thank you, St. Paul’s, for your consistent and generous 

contributions to the children and families of My Kid’s Club.  
 

    Individually wrapped low-sodium and/or low-sugar healthy snacks, 

such as Rice Krispie Treats, Goldfish, Nabs etc., provide for 

approximately 35 members at the South Smithfield Elementary and 

45-50 members at the Selma Elementary afterschool programs. Please 

leave your donations on the office hallway bench. Pat Hovorka, 

Office Manager, and the office volunteers will contact me for pick-

up. 
 

    You can always find updates for My Kid’s Club on the website www.mykidsclub.org. 

~ Meg Scovil 

    Thank you to all our parishioners for another successful Angel Tree drive. Once again we 

sponsored 30 angels, and all were taken! 
 

    The next quarterly Outreach meeting will be held on February 1 at 12:30 pm in Lawrence 

Hall. We will be planning for the upcoming Lenten Season. 
 

    January is Fiber Focus Month, 

Oatmeal Month, Soup Month, and 

Wheat Bread Month. So, the Blessing 

Box theme is oatmeal and soup. Your 

donations are greatly appreciated.  

 ~  Diane and Debby 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 
meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 
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Staying connected... 

Salvation Army Red Kettle Volunteers 

This year the Brotherhood chose to assist the Salvation Army with their Red Kettle Drive 

after hearing that they had to pay $10.00 per hour for someone to ring the bell if there were 

no volunteers. We wanted to have a busy location and selected Walmart’s Pharmacy entrance 

on Saturday, December 10. We were not disappointed; it was very busy day. Everyone that 

volunteered was touched by the generosity and diversity of our community. 

Thanks to all who volunteered! 

 Debby, Robbie, Sherrill, Mike, Curtis, Miranda, Anita, Billy, Don, Wake, and Jacob.  



 

     Page 7 

Here’s what has been happening at St. Paul’s... 

 

Our First Annual 

Impromptu Christmas Pageant 

December 18 



 

 

Smithfield Area Ministries 

Community Food Pantry 

 

On the first Sunday of each month, 

our Outreach and Social Justice 

Committee collects non-perishable 

food items for the Smithfield Area 

Ministries Food Pantry. 
 

Please bring canned goods and 

other non-perishable food to 

Church on Sunday, January 1. 

Place the items in the basket at the 

back of the Church. 

 

Help Wanted 

Immediate Openings 

St. Paul’s A/V (audio visual) 

Team needs your help! 

No experience needed. 

On the job training. 

Start your rewarding career  

this week! 

Contact Mike Weathers 

Michealwweathers@gmail.com 

919-931-2477 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Sunday Schedule 
   8:00 am   Holy Eucharist   

   9:45 am   Christian Formation for 

        all ages 

 10:00 am   Choir Practice 

 11:00 am   Holy Eucharist  

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
 

 Jan 2 Office Closed 

 Jan 3 Kitchen Guild, 10:30 am 

 Jan 4 Bible Study, 10:00 am, Lawrence Hall 

  (every Wednesday at 10:00 am) 

 Jan 5 Brotherhood, 6:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Jan 14 Connections Holiday Gathering, 5:00 pm, 

  at the Westergard home 

 Jan 17 Finance Committee, 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Jan 21 ECW New Year’s Brunch, 10:30 am,  

  at Kay Hewitt’s home 

 Jan 24 Vestry, 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Jan 28 DOK, 11:00 am, Blandy Parlor 

 

mailto:Michealwweathers@gmail.com

