
 

 

St. Paul’s Epistle 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 218 S. Second Street, Smithfield NC  27577 

November 2022 

“To know Christ and to make Christ known” 

  

From The Rector:From The Rector:From The Rector:From The Rector:    

 

    As soon as we turn the corner and begin to see the first signs of Halloween, it feels as though our 
Holiday Season is out of the gate and off to the races. Porches are decorated, sweet treats abound, 
and kids are giddy with excitement. And it all seems so fitting that our season of festivities begins 
with the three day celebration of All Hallows Eve/Halloween (October 31), All Saints Day 
(November 1), and All Souls Day (November 2). Because, these three days call us to remember 
both the light that comes forth from the darkness and the Christian hope of life beyond the grave. 
As jack-o-lanterns glow brightly on moonlit porches, kids bring life to otherwise darkened streets 
and cheer to usually empty porches with big smiles and joyful anticipation for the ensuing sugar 
rush that is theirs for the taking. And, we gather together in church to remember both the Saints 
(canonized) and the saints in our lives and communities, honoring and giving thanks for all the 

ways their lives have helped to shape and bless our own.  
 

    On Sunday, November 6, we will celebrate All Saints and All Souls here at St. Paul’s as we read 
our necrology listing from our past year, lifting up the names of those whom we love and hold 
close to our hearts but see no longer. Acknowledging that as we say goodbye to our companions on 
this earthly journey, we are right to be sad and to feel the loss significantly. And too, as Christians, 
we remember that in death life has not ended, only changed. Which calls us to celebrate all the 
ways those who have gone on to greater glory continue to bless us today, even and especially 

beyond the grave.  
 

    Our own Episcopal Calendar of Saints, The Great Cloud of Witnesses, notes that “In the New 
Testament, the word “saints” is used to describe the entire membership of the Christian 
community.” And more so during the early days of the church, before Saints were formally 
canonized, local church communities operated on the principle “that Christ was known more 
intimately through these [saints], and that the holiness of the person was both evidence of their 
participation in the greater life of God and an inspiration for those around them to “go and do 
likewise.” As we enter our season of Thanksgiving, of family gatherings, and of joyful giving, I 
would encourage us to look around for all the saints in our own lives, both those living among us 
and those who have gone before us. Giving thanks for all the ways they have shown us what it 
means “to participate in the greater life of God.” So that we might be encouraged “to go and do 

likewise.”  
 

With gratitude for you, a saint in our own great cloud of witnesses,  

 

The Rev. Kate Byrd + 
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Stewardship 

 

The Joys of All Saints Day 

 

    As we reflect on All Saints Day, I am always reminded of my youth and 
my home parish of St. James Leesburg, Virginia. 
 

    Every All Saints Sunday there would be a choral evensong. The service 
would begin at 5:00 in the afternoon, and the sun would give off that wonder-
ful light that filmmakers love and prize so much. The  air would smell of 
leaves that were left clinging on the trees. The smell of Autumn was in the 
air. You could smell the smoke from fireplaces in houses that had been built 
in the 1700s. There were houses around St. James with fireplaces that had 
seen George Washington, Lafayette, and General Lee stand in front of them 
to take the chill out of the crisp Virginia air. The smoke and the freshness of 
the air was powerful as I walked into the sanctuary to take my seat. 
 

    As the sun filtered through the stained glass windows, some designed by 
Louis Comfort Tiffany, you could feel the presence of all the Saints gone   
before. The dark wood of the doors and the pews and the gleaming brass gave 
me a sense of calm. This sentimental scene in my mind's eye makes me think 
of an old sentimental poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. 
 

The Children’s Hour 
“Between the dark and the daylight, 

When the night is beginning to lower, 
comes a pause in the day’s occupations, 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 

 

    If I may lapse into a trip down memory lane, my mind goes to those same services with the       
beloved 1940 hymnal and the 1928 Book of Common Prayer. I am not trying to start a fight but the 
sounds of the old hymns and the flow of the old prayer book tug at my heart. I can hear that huge 
pipe organ play, “For All the Saints Who from their Labors Rest” [all the verses] and “I Sing A Song 
of the Saints of God.” Even today my eyes water with joy when I hear them. 
 

    I have to confess, when I need a tug of my heartstrings, I go to my playlist of my favorite hymns. I 
keep this feeling as it is a wonderful transition to the Advent Season and the joys and blessings of 
Christmas. 
 

    I commit to you this trifle of fond remembrance in the hopes 
that your season of All Saints is one of Love and Blessed Peace. 
 

Peace Be With You. 
 

Eric Jackson 

Stewardship Committee 

News and Notes... 
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Window Saint James  
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News and Notes... 

Page 3 

   

Pledge Obligations 2022 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

10/23/2022       1/1/2022 – 10/23/2022  

Pledge Payments         $2527.33   Pl. Payments   $196,940.07 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4821.75   Pledge Budget $207,335.25 

October Vestry Highlights 
 

At its October 25 meeting, the Vestry: 

• Decided on December 4 for the Annual Meeting. 
Election of three new Vestry members for the 
Class of 2023 will take place at that time. Nomi-
nations for Vestry will be held from November 6-

20. 

• Noted the wonderful turnout for our Pet Blessing 
and Oktoberfest, and gave thanks for all the vol-
unteers who made these events possible and suc-

cessful. 

• Look out for a new website coming soon, plans to 

launch before Christmas. 

11:00 Coffee Hour 

 Hosts Needed 

There are still some open dates to host the 11:00 

Coffee Hour.  

Sign up with a friend or two to host a Sunday.      
The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board outside      
Lawrence Hall. Kitchen Guild provides the coffee, 

cream, juice  boxes, and paper products.   

     

Finance Committee 

    The Financial Committee held it’s quarterly 
meeting on Thursday, October 20, 2022. Members 
present were the Reverend Kate Byrd, Lindy 
Faulconer (Treasurer), Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 
(chair), Pat Hovorka (member and clerk), Sonny 
Howard (member), and Bill Jordan (member and 
vestry liaison). 
    Our Treasurer presented the financial reports as 
of September 30, 2022. Our total net assets so far 
this year are $465,602. The total income for the 
month was $14,268, which is below our budgeted 
monthly income of $24,122.  The total actual in-
come year-to-date is $213,657, slightly below the 
budgeted year-to-date income of $217,106. 
    Expenses year-to-date through September 30, 
2022 are $207,417, which is below the budgeted 
amount for this timeframe of $217,106.  
    The preliminary 2023 budget was submitted for 
review and discussion. It was determined we need 
to increase our 2022 pledge totals by 4% to meet 
the needs of our church in 2023. Please consider 
increasing your pledge, if possible, for the upcom-
ing year.   
    In addition to the presentation and discussion of 
our financials, the Committee also voted to search 
for an additional member to add to our Financial 
Committee. 
    Our finances are still stable, our parishioners are 

active, and our future remains bright.  

Faithfully yours, 

Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 
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Staying connected... 

    ECW met on October 8 and had a very busy 
and productive meeting. We continued our 
new project “College Connection” and made a 
Halloween themed CARE package to be 
mailed out to Madison Buck at ASU.  
Go Mountaineers! 
    Members celebrated “SOCK-Tober” by 
bringing in new socks for kids and adults. 
These socks will be placed in our Blessing 
Box as the weather turns colder. 
    Our meeting continued in the kitchen where 
we had such a fun time working together to 
make three different recipes of “Comfort Food 
Casseroles” to fill our freezer. These meals 
will be used for Pastoral Care visits. There are 
eight casseroles all nestled in their foil blan-
kets just waiting to nourish those who are in 
need of a home cooked meal during a time of 
grief, sickness, or other adversity. Made with 
love! 
    Mark your calendars for the December 18 
ECW Holiday Bake Sale. Plans include a    
silent auction on large and/or specialty baked 
goods, sale of pre-ordered items, and A Taste 
of St. Paul’s cookbooks (wrapped and ready 
for gift giving). 
    Please join us at our next meeting on Satur-
day, November 19 at 10 am in Lawrence Hall. 
 

~ Nancy Gibbs, President 

We do good work in His name! 

Mark your calendars! 

ECW Holiday Bake Sale 

Sunday, December 18 

DOK will not meet in November or 
December as many of the ladies 
have other commitments for the 

holidays. 

Meetings will resume on Saturday, 

January 28, 2023. 

FHS, 

Linda Beckett 
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News and events 

My Kid’s Club 

 

    Thank you, St. Paul’s, for your consistent and generous 
contributions to the children and families of My Kid’s Club.  
 

    Individually wrapped low-sodium and/or low-sugar healthy snacks, 
such as Rice Krispie Treats, Goldfish, Nabs etc., provide for 
approximately 35 members at the South Smithfield Elementary and 
45-50 members at the Selma Elementary afterschool programs. Please 
leave your donations on the office hallway bench. Pat Hovorka, 
Office Manager, and the office volunteers will contact me for pick-

up. 
 

    You can always find updates for My Kid’s Club on the website www.mykidsclub.org. 

~ Meg Scovil 

The quarterly Outreach meeting is Wednesday, November 2 at 12:30 in Lawrence Hall! 

    Outreach plans to have the Angel Tree up in Lawrence Hall the first week of November.  
According to information we have received from the Salvation Army, gifts will need to be 
returned to St. Paul's by Sunday, December 4. Thank you in advance for your support. 
 

    November is American Diabetes Month, Peanut Butter Lovers Month, and Sweet Potato 
Awareness Month. The Blessing Box theme is sugar-free canned goods and jams, sweet 
potatoes, and peanut butter. Also, since the holidays are here for both November and 
December, please bring shelf staple items that could be used for holiday meals (think fixings 

for green bean casserole or gelatin salads).  

 ~  Diane and Debby 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 

meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 



 

 

Here’s what has been happening at St. Paul’s... 

Blessing 

of the 

Animals 
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Blessing of the Animals 
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Smithfield Area Ministries 

Community Food Pantry 
 

    Our Outreach and Social Justice 
Committee collects non-perishable 
food items for the Smithfield Area 
Ministries Food Pantry. 
 

    Please bring canned goods and 

other non-perishable food to Church 

on the first Sunday of each month. 

Place items in the basket at the back 

of the Church. 

   The Brotherhood of St. Andrew would like to thank everyone who came  
   to our Oktoberfest Brats and Movie Night and made it a big success. 
 

    We also want to thank our auxiliary group that assisted with the preparation, serving, and  
cleanup.  Thank you Jenny Batten Wiley, Anita Carter, Allison Elsee, Elizabeth Jenkins, 

Joyce Kilpatrick Jordan, Karen Kendell, Linda Overby, and Sherrill Weathers. 

The Brotherhood  

Thank you to David and Elizabeth     
Jenkins of the Building and Grounds 
Committee for their work in trimming 
the Memorial Garden tree and the       
removal of a tree over the back of the 

church. 

Your efforts are much appreciated! 

 

Mike Weathers 

Junior Warden 
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St. Paul's Annual Meeting: Sunday December 5 at 12:15 pm.  

 

Come for our potluck luncheon and stay as we give thanks for our three 
off-going Vestry members, elect three new ones, and hear more about 

the life and ministry of St. Paul's!  

 

VESTRY NOMINATIONS:  

Parishioners may nominate themselves or be nominated (with consent) 
by another person. Nominees are expected to be pledging members of 
the parish, and consent to be governed by the Constitution and Canons 
of the Church as are or may be adopted by the General Convention, and 
the Convention of the Diocese of North Carolina. All vestry members 
are expected to commit to regular monthly meetings (usually the fourth 

Tuesday of each month). 

  

Nominations for this year’s Vestry slate will be received beginning 
Sunday, November 6, for a two-week period, concluding at 1:00 pm on 
Sunday, November 20. Members who desire to submit nominations shall 
transmit the nomination on the official form, addressed to the Elections 

Committee at the Parish Office. 

  

Additional forms will be available in the Church Narthex, Church 
Office, and Lawrence Hall, beginning Sunday, November 6. Electronic 

copies will also be sent to the Parish email list. 

  

Candidates will be featured in the December issue of The St. Paul’s 
Epistle. [Biographical sketches and digital photos of the nominees must 

be submitted to the office no later than 1:00 pm on November 23].  
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Sunday Schedule 
   8:00 am   Holy Eucharist   

   9:45 am   Christian Formation for 

        all ages 

 10:00 am   Choir Practice 

 11:00 am   Holy Eucharist  

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 

 Nov 1    Kitchen Guild, 10:30 am 

 Nov 2    Bible Study, 10:00 am, Lawrence Hall 

         (every Wednesday at 10:00 am) 

 Nov 2    Outreach, 12:30 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Nov 3    Brotherhood, 6:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Nov 6    Ingathering 

 Nov 5    Daylight Saving Time Ends --  

   Turn Your Clocks Back! 

 Nov 8    Election Day 

 Nov 15  Vestry, 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Nov 19  ECW, 10:00 am, Lawrence Hall 

 Nov 24  Thanksgiving Day, office closed 

 Nov 25  Day After Thanksgiving, office closed 

 Dec 4    ANNUAL MEETING 

ORDINARY PEOPLE — 

EXTRAORDINARY LIVES 

 

Scripture is filled with stories of ordinary men and women whose lives were transformed 
into something extraordinary. Please join us for four Sundays, beginning October 30, as we 

get to know these individuals and the lessons they can teach us today. 

This next Adult Christian Education series, "Ordinary People—Extraordinary Lives”,     

begins Sunday, October 30, at 9:45 a.m. in Lawrence Hall and concludes November 20. 

No background knowledge of scripture is necessary.   


