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From The Rector:From The Rector:From The Rector:From The Rector:    

Recognizing and Sharing our Abundance 

 

    The story of the "Loaves and Fishes" is one of the most notable and infamous Bible 
stories from our New Testament. Notably it is the only story found in all four of our 
Gospels. But, why do we love this story so much? Is it because it centers around food, 
fellowship, and the miracles of Jesus? While we all love a good seafood dinner, or even 
better a wilderness picnic, we can assume this was not necessarily a five star dining 
experience. And more so, while this is most certainly an impressive feat by Jesus, it’s no 
walk on the water or a dead man raised from the grave. So, why all the fuss? 

 

    The intrigue and beauty of this story, for me, is twofold. One, it reminds us of the 
abundance that is possible with God. Overflowing abundance even in the midst of scarcity 
and need (say like 5,000 people stranded in the desert with empty bellies and no grub hub or 
instacart delivery to quickly and easily ease their rumbling tummies). Two, it shows what is 
possible when we take on Jesus' call to take only what we need and share all that we can, 
revealing God's truth that there is always enough. In fact, there is more than enough with 
plenty to spare when we share what we have with one another and use our good gifts for the 
enjoyment of life lived together. 
 

    This October we will enter another Pledge Season. A time in our church calendar where 
we remember all the gifts God has entrusted to our care and reaffirm our commitment to 
attentive stewardship of those gifts. Two questions that may guide you as you discern what 
and how you are called to give are: (1) Where do you see abundance in your life? (2) How 
does your abundance allow you to experience 
the Divine? As you continue to discern where 
and how you are called to give this year, 
remember that as members of the body of 
Christ, we do this work and fulfill this call 
together, allowing us to become a part of the 
miracle that is God’s abundance all around us.  
 

With abounding gratitude for your abundant 

generosity,  

 

The Rev. Kate Byrd + 
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Stewardship 

 

     Your Stewardship Committee is just about ready to begin the pledge drive for 2023. Please 
plan to join us for the Kick Off Dinner on Tuesday, October 11, in Lawrence Hall. Our fea-
tured speaker will be The Venerable Deacon Jan Lamb. Since this will be a “pot providence” 
dinner, please plan to bring a dish (hopefully with food inside). Feel free to continue sharing 

some of those delicious recipes from the St. Paul’s cookbook.  

     Pledge cards will be available at the dinner. I can think of three easy ways to pledge:  

1. Complete your pledge card at the kick off dinner and put it in the basket. You can skip the 

follow-up mailings (and save the office some postage).  

2. Pledge on line. We’ll talk more about this separately.  

3. After you receive your mailing, return your pledge card either by mail or by putting it in 

the collection plate at Sunday worship.  

     This year’s theme has already made its appearance in our Sunday worship intercessions: 
“When we give out of our abundance, there is always more than enough.” The word 
“together” often shows up when we talk about our activities. That’s because as a church   
family we do things together in our many groups and as a congregation. We work together, 
play together, pray together, laugh together, and (all too often lately) cry together. Together 
reminds us that we need not face challenges alone. Even if we live by ourselves, there can  
always be found those willing to listen and help if we choose to seek them out. On the other 
side of the coin, together also means being willing to listen and help when someone needs us. 
Let’s take time again to prayerfully consider how we will support St. Paul’s and our parish 

family. 

 

Curtis Brookshire 

Stewardship Committee 

News and Notes... 



 

News and Notes... 
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Pledge Obligations 2022 

Last Week                              Year to Date  

9/25/2022       1/1/2022 – 9/25/2022  

Pledge Payments         $2510.00   Pl. Payments   $183,984.74 

Weekly Pledge Target  $4821.75   Pledge Budget $188,048.25 

September Vestry Highlights 
 

At its September 20 meeting, the Vestry: 

• It was decided that a Vestry member will 
be on “duty” each Sunday to take photos of 
new comers, bring them to coffee hour, and 

make them feel welcome. 

• Brotherhood is hoping to find a new source 
for Christmas trees in time for their annual 

sale. 

• San Jose has temporarily suspended their 
services as they search for someone to fill 
Fr. Robayo’s vacancy as Diocesan Mission-

er for Latino/Hispanic Ministries. 

11:00 Coffee Hour 

 Hosts Needed 

There are still some open dates to host 

the 11:00 Coffee Hour.  

Sign up with a friend or two to host a Sun-
day. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 

board outside Lawrence Hall. 

Kitchen Guild provides the coffee, cream, 

juice boxes, and paper products.   

     

Finance Committee 

    Our Treasurer has provided the financial 
reports as of August 31, 2022. Our total net 
assets so far this year are $474,790. The to-
tal income for the month of August was 
$17,485, which is below our budgeted 
monthly income of $24,123.  The total actu-
al income year-to-date is $199,390, slightly 
above the budgeted year-to-date income of 

$192,983. 

    Expenses year-to-date through August 31, 
2022, were $186,221, well below the budg-

eted amount for this timeframe of $192,983.  

    Our finances are stable, our parishioners 
are active, and our future remains bright. 
 

Faithfully yours, 

Joyce Kilpatrick-Jordan 

Join us for a crash course in all things 

EPISCOPAL! 
 

Whether you are a cradle Episcopalian or 
sitting in the pew for the first time, you 
are invited and encouraged to join us! 
This class is interactive, and as always, we 
encourage wonderments and questions of 

all kinds. 
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Staying connected... 

    ECW met on  September 17 after a relaxing 
summer hiatus. We jumped right in with our new 
project, “College Connection.”  We will send    
occasional packages, gift cards, and monthly 
notes of encouragement and support to our col-

lege students. 

    Our next meeting has been moved to Saturday, 
October 8, due to the Blessing of the Animals   
being held on the 15th. Members are asked to 
bring new socks to the meeting to celebrate 
“Sock-tober!” Both kids and adult socks are need-
ed. These will be placed in the Blessing Box as 
the cooler weather moves in. Members are also 
reminded to bring a Halloween treat of some kind 

to include in our “College Connection” package. 

    Save the date: ECW Holiday Bake Sale will be 
held on Sunday, December 18. We will have pre-

ordered items as well as a Silent Auction. 

    Don’t wait too long to start on your holiday 
shopping... A Taste of St. Paul’s cookbooks will 
soon be available wrapped and ready for Christ-
mas gift giving! The prices will be $22 wrapped, 

$20 unwrapped.  

    Our next meeting is Saturday, October 8 at 

10am. 
 

~ Nancy Gibbs, President 

Community Food Pantry 

 

    Our Outreach and Social Justice 
Committee collects non-perishable 
food items for the Smithfield Area 

Ministries Food Pantry. 

    Please bring canned goods and 

other non-perishable food to Church 

on the first Sunday of each month. 

Place items in the basket at the back 

of the Church. 

We do good work in 

His name! 

Mark your calendars! 

ECW Holiday Bake Sale 

Sunday, December 18 
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News and events 

My Kid’s Club 

 

    Thank you, St. Paul’s, for your consistent and generous 

contributions to the children and families of My Kid’s Club.   

    Individually wrapped low-sodium and/or low-sugar healthy snacks, 
such as Rice Krispie Treats, Goldfish, Nabs etc., provide for 
approximately 35 members at the South Smithfield Elementary and 
45-50 members at the Selma Elementary afterschool programs. Please 
leave your donations on the office hallway bench. Pat Hovorka, 
Office Manager, and the office volunteers will contact me for pick-

up. 

    The My Kid’s Club 5K Race is set for Saturday, October 8, at the Selma Railroad Days in 

downtown Selma. The MKC bus will be a feature in the Selma RR Days parade. 

    You can always find updates for My Kid’s Club on the website www.mykidsclub.org. 

~ Meg Scovil 

    With your support Outreach was able to donate 5 backpacks for high school students to My 
Kids Club and 13 backpacks, all completely stuffed with school supplies, to South Smithfield 

Elementary.  

    Since October is Apple, Cranberry and Pumpkin Month as well as Pasta Month, the 

Blessing Box theme is apples (canned, dried, fresh) and canned pumpkin and treats. 

    It's the most wonderful time of the year… the Salvation Army informs us that Angel Tree 
donations will be collected earlier this year. The tree will be up in Lawrence Hall the 

beginning of November, and gifts will need to be returned to St. Paul's by December 4. 

    The next Outreach meeting is Wednesday, November 2 at 12:30 in 

Lawrence Hall.  

 ~  Diane and Debby 

The Outreach and Social Justice Committee 
meets four times per year.  

Co-Chairs: Diane Every and Debby Jenkins  

Contact info: Diane Every: 919-934-5080, Debby Jenkins 



 

Stewardship Kick Off  Dinner 
Tuesday, October 11, at 6:00 pm 

Lawrence Hall 
 

When we give out of our abundance, When we give out of our abundance, When we give out of our abundance, When we give out of our abundance,     

                                                                there is always more than enough.there is always more than enough.there is always more than enough.there is always more than enough.    

 

Please plan to join us for a pot luck dinner  
as we begin our 2023 pledge drive. 

 

Our speaker will be The Venerable Deacon Jan Lamb.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To make your pledge online click or go to this site: 

https://forms.gle/h4gnNmyJ2PcVPomX6 

 

See pot luck sign-up sheet in Lawrence Hall. 



 

Here’s what has been happening at St. Paul’s... 

Connections @ Third Streatery Kick Off Picnic 

Ministry Fair 



 

 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 

Sunday Schedule 

   8:00 am   Holy Eucharist   

   9:45 am   Christian Formation for 

        all ages 

 10:00 am   Choir Practice 

 11:00 am   Holy Eucharist  

Upcoming Dates to Remember 

 

 Oct  4   Kitchen Guild, 10:30 am 

 Oct  5   Bible Study, 10:00 am, Lawrence Hall 

         (every Wednesday at 10:00 am) 

       Oct  6   Brotherhood, 6:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Oct  8   ECW, 10:00 am, Lawrence Hall 

 Oct  9   Episcopal 101, 9:45 am, Lawrence Hall 

         (every Sunday thru Oct 23) 

       Oct 11  Stewardship Kick Off Dinner, 6:00 pm,  

         Lawrence Hall 

 Oct 15  Blessing of the Animals, 10:00 am, behind 

         the church near the labyrinth 

 Oct 16  Farewell Celebration for Bishop Anne,  

         2-4:00 pm, St. Michael’s in Raleigh 

 Oct 18  Finance Committee, 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 

 Oct 21  Brotherhood Oktoberfest, 6:00 pm, Lawrence 

        Hall; beer brats and fixins, followed by a movie 

 Oct 22  DOK, 11:00 am, Blandy Parlor 

 Oct 25  Vestry, 7:00 pm, Lawrence Hall 
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       September was a busy month for the Brotherhood! 

  The Brotherhood of St. Andrew Smithfield met for their monthly meeting on September 1 in 
Lawrence Hall.  Dinner was provided by John 
Branch. Memorial table settings for brothers Ken 
and Lloyd were on the main table in honor of their 

dedication to the Brotherhood. 

    On September 11 for the Annual Kick Off Picnic, 
the Brotherhood sponsored a hot dog luncheon with 
the help of ECW. The Brotherhood set up the tents, 

seating, and games, and assisted with the meal. 

    On Sunday the 25th, the Brotherhood took part in 
the Ministry Fair. Brother John Branch prepared hot 
dogs for all who attended and talked about the role 

of The Brotherhood Smithfield Chapter. 

    We are looking forward to the upcoming Oktoberfest/Movie Night planned for Friday, October 21. The 

Brothers will be selling their famous beer brats. Pre-orders are suggested due to high demand. 

    Our next meeting will be held on October 6 at 6:00 pm with dinner and a short business meeting. All 

men and youth of the church are welcome. 


